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CHIEF PEOPLE 
OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 
Welcome to this T.R.I.B.E. course on the chief people of the Old Testament. This course 

looks at the history of the Old Testament. You will learn this history as you study the 

lives of the "Chief People" who lived during that period of time. The men and women 

you study are not the only important people of the Old Testament. There are others, but 

these main characters will show you the flow of history and the main events of the Old 

Testament. 

 

Chief People of the Old Testament is a course written for the discipleship and leadership 

training program of the Native Bible Centre. There are twenty lessons in this book. The 

course is designed for you to do two lessons each week. You should meet with your 

study leader each week to go over the material.   

 

There is one test for this course. It has been included in this book. If you are taking this 

course for credit, the final test should be sent, faxed or scanned and emailed to the Native 

Bible Centre for correction.  There is extra work given at the end of the book for those 

taking the course for credit. 

 

We pray that you will grow in your life as you study the lives of these Chief People of the 

Old Testament. 
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THE BIG PICTURE 

 
 

 

The following illustration shows the big picture of the Bible.  In The Big Picture, a course that 

you may have studied earlier, you learned that there are five big stories in the Bible.  These main 

stories are pictured as the mountain tops below.  This picture also shows where this course, Chief 

People of the Old Testament, fits into the big picture of the Bible. 

 

Chief People of the Old Testament fits in the "Beginning" and in the "Israelite Children" stories 

of the big picture.  These stories cover all of the Old Testament.  This is a large part of the Bible.  

This course studies twenty individuals from the beginning of the world to the end of the Old 

Testament days.  This course is a historical survey of the Old Testament as seen through the lives 

of these Chief People of the Old Testament. 

 

 

 

 

 

  OLD TESTAMENT   NEW TESTAMENT 

 

 THE STORY OF… 

 

The Beginning / The Israelite Children /The Bodily Christ/The Living Church/The Ending 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Genesis              Malachi    Matthew                                   Acts             Revelation 
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ADAM & EVE 

LESSON ONE 
 

 
  ADAM AND EVE 

 

STEPPING INTO THE WORLD OF ADAM AND EVE 
 

Imagine a world where there are no cars, no cities, no houses, no 

TV, no videos, no radios, no hit songs, no books, no guns, no 

money, no sin, no alcohol, no drugs, no abuse, no divorce, no 

hatred, and no tears. Instead, this "imaginary" world is warm, 

sunny, green, peaceful, full of food and always happy. This was 

the kind of world in which Adam and Eve lived. There were not 

even any other people. They walked and talked with God himself.  

They had no fears and no sorrows. They experienced no pain.  

They were at peace with the world and with God.   

 

 

. . . AND JUST WHO ARE ADAM AND EVE? 
 

Adam means "red soil". He was the very first human being created by God. God made Adam 

from the soil of the earth. Eve means "life-giver". She was the first woman. God made Eve from 

one of Adam's ribs.  Eve was Adam's wife. They lived in a beautiful garden called the Garden of 

Eden. This garden was located in the area of the world we now call the Middle East. The story of 

Adam and Eve is found in Genesis 1-5.   

 

 

1. Read Genesis 1. According to Genesis 1:24-27, how was Adam created different  

from the animals? 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

“Created in God's image” does not mean Adam and Eve were gods.  They were human.  God is 

not a human.  He is spirit (John 4:24).  He is the Creator of all things. Adam and Eve did not 

have any of the characteristics that belong only to God. Adam and Eve did not have all power 

(omnipotence). God does. Adam and Eve did not have any of the characteristics that belong only 

to God.  Adam and Eve did not have the ability to be everywhere at once (omnipresence). God 

has all power (omnipotence). Adam and Eve did not know everything (omniscience). God does. 

Adam and Eve were created in God's image. This does not mean they looked like God 

physically. It means they were persons, as God is a person. Like God, they could think and 

reason. Like God, they also had emotions and a spiritual nature.   
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ADAM & EVE 

 

  

. . . AND NOW 

THE REST OF THE STORY 

OF ADAM AND EVE 

 

2. Read Genesis 1:26-31 again.  What commands did God give to Adam and Eve? 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

3.  After reading Genesis 1, how would you describe everything God created those first six days?  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

4. Read Genesis 2. What additional commands did God give Adam and Eve in Genesis 2:16, 17?  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  
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ADAM & EVE 

 

 

 

5. Read Genesis 3. This is a very important chapter in the Bible. Tell why you believe  

 this would be such an important chapter. 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

6. Adam and Eve made a choice to disobey God. The serpent (Satan, the head of the evil spirits, 

in the form of a snake) tempted them. They chose to sin. Sin is falling short of God's 

standards. This first sin is often called "the fall of man." It is called this because it pictures 

mankind "falling" to a lower condition. From this "fall" onward, man has had a sin nature. 

Adam and Eve did not have this nature before they disobeyed God. 

 

 

7. From your reading of Genesis 3, what was the sin of Adam and Eve? 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

8. Read Genesis 3:21 again. Why do you think God killed an animal  

and clothed Adam and Eve with the animal's skin? 

 ___________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________  

  

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ... ABOUT 

ADAM 

GENESIS 1:27 "So God created man in his own 

image, in the image of God he created him, male 

and female he created them." 

 

ROMANS 5:12 "Therefore, just as sin entered the 

world through one man, and death through sin, 

and in this way death came to all men, because all 

sinned." 
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ADAM & EVE 

 

WHERE DO ADAM, EVE AND NOAH 

     FIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT? 
 

As you can see on page 4 of this workbook, the Old Testament can be divided into two main 

stories. These are: The Story of the Beginning and The Story of the Israelite Children. Adam, Eve 

and Noah are all found in the story of the Beginning. The illustration on these two pages pictures 

where these individuals fit in the history of the Old Testament. 
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ADAM & EVE 

 

 

NATION 

 

CAPTIVITY 

RETURN 

 

THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN 
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 WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM  

THE STORY OF ADAM AND EVE? 
 

 

Here are two truths you can learn from the story of Adam and Eve: 

   

 A. GOD CREATED MAN.  Read Genesis 1:26 again. This truth is very important.  It is 

foundational to all God's dealings with mankind. It teaches us that God has created us.  

We have not evolved from monkeys. It also teaches us that we have a moral and spiritual 

side to us that animals do not have. When the Bible says we have been made "in the image 

of God," it does not mean we look like God physically. It does not mean we are little gods. 

It means we have the ability to know right and wrong. We also have the ability to know 

that there is a God. 

  

 B. MAN SINNED.  Adam and Eve chose to sin. All people after them have been born with 

a sin nature and all people choose to sin. They sin by choice and by their very nature. 

When Adam and Eve sinned they lost their innocence and their fellowship with God. They 

now had a sin nature. They passed this sin nature on to their children. All people have 

inherited this sin nature by being descendants of Adam and Eve. This sin nature separates 

us from God. It keeps us from being friends with God. Having a sin nature means that 

each person’s basic nature is against God. Romans 3:23 tells us that every person falls 

short of God's standard. All are sinners. The reason all people are sinners is because they 

all have the sin nature that goes against God. 

 

9. What does Romans 5:12 tell you about Adam's sin? (Adam is the “one man” in this verse.) 

 _________________________________________________________________________   

 

10. In what way have you seen this sin nature at work in the world? 

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

ADAM, EVE AND YOU 
 

   In what way have you seen the sin nature at work in your own life? 

 ____________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________  
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NOAH 

LESSON TWO      

 

             NOAH 
 

STEPPING INTO  

THE WORLD OF NOAH 
 

Imagine being in a big city -- like Calgary, Toronto, Vancouver or Anchorage.  

Suppose you were in the "really bad" part of town. In this part of town, there 

were drug dealers, street gangs, people drunk on the street, prostitutes hanging 

out on the corners, X-rated theaters, adult book stores, bars...  "Wait a 

minute," you say, "I thought this was a Bible study!"  It is. The scene 

described is not unlike the world during a time in the Old Testament. Such 

were the days of Noah. The world  

     was bad -- really bad. 

 

1. Read Genesis 6:5 and fill in the blank. "The Lord saw how great man's wickedness on  

the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

. . . AND JUST WHO IS NOAH? 
 

Noah means "rest, or comfort". He was a man who obeyed God during a very evil time on earth.  

He lived during the time of the great flood as described in Genesis 6-9. God sent the flood 

because the people had become so wicked. God saved Noah, his family and the animals from the 

flood by having Noah build an ark (large boat). 

 

 

2. Read Genesis 5:25-32. Fill in the blanks to give Noah's genealogy (family line). 

Noah's grandfather   _________________________________________________________  

Noah's father  ______________________________________________________________  

Noah's children   ____________________________________________________________  

 

 

3. Now read Genesis 6:1-14. What words in this section describe Noah? 

  _________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________  
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NOAH 

Noah is said to be righteous and blameless. He found favor in God's eyes (Genesis 6:8, 9). This 

does not mean Noah was sinless. Noah had a sin nature like everyone else. Noah's righteousness 

came from God. Noah had faith in God. He showed his faith by how he lived. 

 

 

 

THE REST OF THE STORY 

OF NOAH 
 
In the course, The Big Picture, the Old Testament is divided into two main stories -- the story of 

the Beginning and the story of the Israelite nation.  Each of these main stories is divided into five 

parts.  The following lists show the two main stories, their parts and where Adam and Eve, and 

Noah fit into these stories.  (See also pages 10 and 11 of Lesson one.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 

THE BEGINNING     THE ISRAELITE  
           CHILDREN 

 

Of Spirits  Their Forefathers 
Of Creation (Adam and Eve) Their Worship 
Of Sin (Adam and Eve)  Their Nation 
Of Rainbow (Noah)  Their Captivity 
Of Nations  Their Return 
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 4. Read the whole story of Noah (Genesis 6-9). What impresses you most about Noah's story?  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

You may have seen some new words, or phrases, while reading this story about Noah. Below are 

some that may have been new to you. A definition, or explanation, is given for each. Write any 

other words that may have been new to you. Look these words up in a Bible dictionary or Bible 

encyclopedia. 

 

Sons of God -- There are two thoughts about who these sons of God are. Some Bible 

scholars believe this phrase refers to angels. Others believe them to be human beings. 

 

Nephilim – Giants 

 

Other new words you found: 

  ________________________________________________________________________  

  ________________________________________________________________________  

  ________________________________________________________________________  

  ________________________________________________________________________  

  

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS… 
ABOUT NOAH 

 
Genesis 6:9 "…Noah was a righteous man, 
blameless among the people of his time, and he 
walked with God." 
 
Hebrews 11:7 "By faith Noah, when he was warned 
about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark 
to save his family.  By his faith he condemned the 
world and became heir of the righteousness that 
comes by faith." 
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5. What promise did God make to Noah after the flood? 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

6. What sign did God give to remind us of that promise? 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

 WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM  

THE STORY OF NOAH? 
 

Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Noah: 

  

A. GOD JUDGES SIN. We have already learned from Adam and Eve that all people are 

born with a sin nature. All people sin by choice and by their very nature.  In the story of 

Noah we learn that God punishes sin. Adam and Eve were put out of the garden because 

of their sin. The story of Noah shows God's judgment of sin among even more people.  

God does not always judge sin right away. Sometimes it seems he must be sleeping. Bad 

people seem to get away with doing terrible things, but God does not sleep. One thing the 

story of Noah teaches us is that God will punish sin -- in his way and in his time. 

 

 7. Read Hebrews 10:26-27. What do you learn about the judgment of God from these two  

 verses? 

  ____________________________________________________________________  

  ____________________________________________________________________  

  ____________________________________________________________________  

           

 

B. MAN CAN ESCAPE GOD'S JUDGMENT FROM SIN. Sin entered the world through 

Adam and Eve. Since that time, all people were born with a sin nature. By Noah's day, 

people had become very sinful. People were so bad God decided to flood the whole world.  

Everyone would be killed, except for eight people -- Noah, his wife, his three sons and 

their wives. These eight people escaped God's judgment. 

 

 8. According to Genesis 7:1, why were Noah and his family allowed to enter the ark? 

  ______________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________  
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NOAH AND YOU 

 
Suppose God were to flood the earth again, and suppose He was to let some people into an ark as 

He did before. Do you think God would let you in the ark?  Why or why not? (Note: Remember, 

God has promised that He will never again destroy all life on the earth with a flood). 

  -- Genesis 9:15 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

  

Genesis 6:13 & 18 
 

13.  “So God said, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is 

filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both 

them and the earth. 

18. But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark – 

you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. 

 

 Hebrews 11:7 
 

By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy 

fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned 

the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in keeping 

with faith. 
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LESSON THREE      
 

            ABRAHAM 
 

STEPPING INTO  

THE WORLD OF ABRAHAM 
 

Have you ever heard a testimony like this: "I grew up in a family that was strong 

in the traditional religion of our people. My father and mother, uncles and aunts 

all worshiped false gods. Then one day I heard about the true God. He was 

calling me to Himself. I chose to follow Him. I knew I was choosing a different 

way. That was very hard. I was going one way. My friends and relatives were 

going their way. There were times when I tried to do things my own way.  

During some of these times, I left God's path. I am thankful that He never left 

me. He has always been faithful. He has led me through many hard times. I now 

see that the hard times were to help me grow in faith toward God." 

 

Sound familiar? The surprising thing is that this is the testimony of one of the Old Testament's 

most important “Chief People.” This is very similar to the testimony of ... Abraham! 

 

 

 

WHO IS ABRAHAM? 
 

The meaning of Abraham is "father of many." He was known as Abram until God changed his 

name. God called him out of a nation that worshiped false gods. God called him to begin a new 

nation -- the nation of Israel. Most of the Old Testament (from Genesis 12 on) is the story of this 

nation God began through Abraham. Abraham is most known as a man of faith. His story is 

found in Genesis 11:26-25:11.   

 

 

1. Read Genesis 11:24-30.  Below, give the relationship of each person to Abraham.   

 Terah  _____________________________________________________________________  

 Haran  _____________________________________________________________________  

 Lot    _____________________________________________________________________  

 Sarai (later changed to Sarah)  __________________________________________________   
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. . . AND NOW  

THE REST OF THE STORY 

OF ABRAHAM 
 

2. Abraham was a man of faith. What is faith?  Read Hebrews 11:1 (as well as looking up “faith” 

in a Bible dictionary or Bible encyclopedia) and give a brief definition of faith. 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

3. Abraham was a man of faith. This does not mean he did not struggle in the area of having faith 

in God. Read the following verses and tell IF he showed faith and HOW he either did, or did 

not, show faith. 

 

Genesis 12:1-9 Did he show faith?  ______________________________________________  

 How?   ___________________________________________________________________  

 

Note: Ur of the Chaldeans was the center of a religion that worshiped a moon god.  

Abraham's father and relatives were, no doubt, a part of this religion. God called 

Abraham out of this false religion. Abraham was to separate himself from his country and 

his people. 

 

Genesis 12:10-20 Did he show faith?   _____________________________________________________  

How?   _________________________________________________________________   

 

Note:  Abraham was in the land God had promised him. Now famine came to the land.  

God did not tell Abraham to leave and go to Egypt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

WHAT 

THE 

BIBLE 

SAYS…. 

ABOUT 

ABRAHAM 

Romans 4:2-3 
 

“If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had 

something to boast about – but not before God. What 

does the Scripture say? Abraham believed God and it 

was credited to him as righteousness.” 
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Genesis 15:1-5, 16:1-5 Did Abraham show faith?   ___________________________________  

How?   ______________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

 

Note: Why did God give such a command? Certainly God is not in favor of human 

sacrifices! (See Leviticus 18:21 and Deuteronomy 12:31) God did not want the sacrifice of a 

son. He wanted the surrender of a father. God wanted Abraham's loyalty, not Isaac's life. 
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WHERE DO ABRAHAM AND JOSEPH  

FIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT? 

 
As you have already learned, the Old Testament can be divided into two main stories: 

 

 1. The story of the Beginning. 

  2. The story of the Israelite children. 

 

Abraham is the first of the "Chief People" in the story of the Israelite children. He is the father of 

the Israelite nation. Joseph is Abraham's great-grandson. The illustration on these two pages 

shows where these two men fit into the history of the Old Testament. 

  

Spirits – Creation – Sin - 

Rainbow – 

     Nations 
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THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN 

 

Nation 

 

Captivity 

 

Return~ 
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 WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM  

THE STORY OF ABRAHAM? 
 

 

Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Abraham: 

   

  

A. GOD CHOOSES WHO WILL FOLLOW HIM. This is a very important truth that we  

learn from the life of Abraham. God chose Abraham. Abraham was a pagan -- an unbeliever.  

God chose him from among a people who worshiped the moon. Abraham did not find God. 

God found him. God chose him. God chose him to be the father of a great nation -- the  

nation of Israel. 

 

4. From the following verses, tell whom God has chosen. 

 a. Nehemiah 9:7    _______________________________________________________  

 b. 1 Kings 3:6-8    _______________________________________________________  

 c. Ephesians 1:3-6  _______________________________________________________  

   

 

B. MAN CAN CHOOSE TO FOLLOW GOD.  This is another great truth we learn from the 

life of Abraham.  Abraham was a man of faith. God chose him and Abraham responded to 

God by having faith in God. Abraham chose to follow God. He believed God. He showed 

his faith by obeying God. 

  

5. Read Hebrews 11:8-19. According to these verses, what must man have in order to please  

(be right with) God? 

  ______________________________________________________________________  

  

 Note:  These two truths are hard for humans to understand. God is sovereign (in complete 

control). He has also chosen to give human beings a limited freedom. This limited 

freedom gives people the freedom to obey, or disobey God. It is not easy to understand 

how these truths fit together. Although we cannot understand them completely, one thing 

is certain -- the Bible teaches both truths. 

 

ABRAHAM AND YOU 
 

6. What is one important lesson you have learned from the story of Abraham? 

  ________________________________________________________________________  

  ________________________________________________________________________  

  ________________________________________________________________________  
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LESSON FOUR      

 

JOSEPH 
 

 

STEPPING INTO  

THE WORLD OF JOSEPH 
  

Strange dreams, jealousy, attempted murder, sexual seduction and 

political power -- sounds like the description of a late night movie, 

doesn't it?  It also describes the life of Joseph. Joseph had enough 

excitement in his life to fill a book, or make a movie. Joseph began life 

as the favorite son of a sheepherder in the land of Canaan. He ended his 

life as the second most powerful man in the nation of Egypt (then the 

most powerful nation on earth). Let us look and learn from this 

important man of the Old Testament. 
 

 

 

... AND JUST WHO IS JOSEPH? 
  

Joseph means, "May God add." He was the son of Jacob. His grandfather was Isaac and his 

great-grandfather was Abraham. Joseph was the favorite son of his father. Jacob had other sons 

by another wife and by other maidservants. However, his favorite son was Joseph. This, of 

course, caused problems with the other sons. They became jealous. Because of this jealousy the 

brothers sold Joseph into slavery. Joseph became a slave in Egypt where he eventually rose to be 

second only to Pharaoh (the leader of Egypt). The story of Joseph is found in Genesis 37-50. 

 

 

1. Why was Joseph Jacob's favorite son? For a clue, read the following sections of Scripture.   

(Genesis 29:14-35 and 35:23-26). 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

Genesis 35:24 

 

“The sons of Rachel were Joseph and Benjamin.” 
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THE REST OF THE STORY 

OF JOSEPH 
  

In the Bible study course, The Big Picture, the Old Testament is divided into two main stories -- 

the story of the Beginning and the story of the Israelite nation. Each of these main stories is then 

divided into five parts. Below are the two main stories, their parts and where Abraham and 

Joseph fit into these stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Read Genesis 37-45.  In a few sentences, describe Joseph's life. 

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

3. From your reading the story of Joseph, tell why you think Joseph’s brothers hated him so 

much. 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

  

THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 

THE BEGINNING       THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN 
 
Of Spirits        Their Forefathers (Abraham) 
                  (Joseph) 
Of Creation      Their Worship 
Of Sin       Their Nation 
Of Rainbow      Their Captivity 
Of Nations             Their Return 
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4. Potiphar's wife tried to get Joseph to go to bed with her. Joseph resisted this temptation. Read 

this story again (Genesis 39). What reason did Joseph give for not going to bed with this 

woman? 
 

  _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

(Note: Check out 1 Corinthians 6:18-20 on this subject.) 

 

 

5. Circle three of the attitudes you believe Joseph would have had to work through the most 

concerning his brothers.  Tell why you chose these three on the lines below. 

 

HATE DENIAL BITTERNESS ANGER 

WORRY PITY SELF-DOUBT REVENGE 

GREED GRIEF DISLIKE DEPRESSION 

 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

6. Read Genesis 45:4-8. From these verses what clues are there as to why Joseph could forgive 

    his brothers and all they did to him? 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

  

 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS….. 
ABOUT JOSEPH 

 

GENESIS 50:19,20 – “But Joseph said to them, 
‘Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God?  

You intended to harm me, but God intended it  
for good to accomplish what is now being done,  

saving of many lives.’ ” 

HEBREWS 11:22 – “By faith Joseph,  
when his end was near, spoke about the exodus  

of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions  
about his bones. 
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WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM 

THE STORY OF JOSEPH? 
 

Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Joseph: 

 

 

      A. GOD CONTROLS WORLD EVENTS. God has a plan for the world. He is in control of 

events in the world. God works through events to bring about His purposes for people. 

 

 Read Genesis 15:13-16. God brought certain events into the life of Joseph. What was 

God's overall plan according to these verses? (After Joseph died, the Egyptians made the 

Israelites slaves for 400 years.) 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________  

 

     Read Genesis 50:19, 20 again. What do these verses tell you about God's overall plan for 

Joseph's life? 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________  

 

 

B. MAN IS SUBJECT TO WORLD EVENTS. Man certainly controls some of what 

happens in his life, but much of life is beyond his control. Joseph learned this lesson. 

Many of his "life events" were not under his control. It appeared his brothers were in 

control, or his slave master, or his prison guard, or Pharaoh. Joseph learned that it is really 

God who is in control and He is working things out for good. Joseph could not control 

life's events, but he could control his reactions to life's events. Joseph could have chosen to 

be very bitter and revengeful. He could have chosen to never forgive his brothers (After 

all, they tried to kill him!) But Joseph chose to forgive them. He did not hold a grudge 

against them. He did not try to get even with them. 

 

 

JOSEPH AND YOU 
 

Has someone wronged you in a way that makes it difficult for you to forgive? If "Yes,"  

why should you forgive him/her? 

____________________________________________________________________________   

____________________________________________________________________________   

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  
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LESSON FIVE      

 

MOSES 
 

STEPPING INTO 

THE WORLD OF MOSES 
 

Moses was in the minority culture. Not only was he a minority, 

but his people were also the slave class. He was born into this 

unfair world of classes. When Moses was young he was taken 

from his real parents and raised in the ways of the majority class.  

You could say he was a “foster kid.” He was a minority foster kid 

raised in a home of the ruling society. We know from examples of 

this today that this kind of person often grows up not knowing 

where he belongs. He does not feel at home with the majority. He 

does not feel at home with his own people, either. Such was the 

world of Moses -- one of the “Chief People” of the Old 

Testament. 

 

... AND JUST WHO IS MOSES? 
 

Moses means “drawn out.” This was an Egyptian name. He was called this because Pharaoh's 

daughter took him out of the Nile River. Moses was an Israelite born in the 

days when Israel was enslaved to the Egyptians. He was the one whom 

God chose to deliver God's people from slavery. Moses led his people out 

of Egypt and on to the borders of the Promised Land. It was during this 

journey that Moses brought the Laws of God (including the Ten 

Commandments) down from a mountain called Mt. Sinai. Moses, also, is 

the author of the first five books of the Bible. He is truly one of the Chief 

People of the Old Testament. His story is found in the books of Exodus, 

Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. 

 

Read Exodus 1:1-2:10 to get the background of Moses' world and his birth. 

 

 

1. From Exodus 1, how would you describe the world into which Moses was born? 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  
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2. Why do you think the Pharaoh's daughter did not have this Hebrew baby killed? 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

... AND NOW THE REST OF  

THE STORY OF MOSES 
 

 

Moses' life can be divided into three 40-year periods:   

 

 The first 40 years were his birth and training. 

      (Exodus 2:1- 10).   

 The second 40 years he spent herding sheep and goats in  

      Midian. (Exodus 2:11-25).   

 His third 40 years were spent delivering Israel and giving  

      God's law to this nation (Exodus 3 - Deuteronomy 34). 

 

 

 

3. Read Exodus 2:11-25. Why do you think God had Moses spend 40 years herding sheep in 

Midian before he called him to deliver the Israelite people? 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  
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4. Describe what you believe Moses' spiritual condition was in each of the following sections of  

Scripture. 

 

A. Exodus 3 and 4 __________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

B. Exodus 19 and 20 _________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

C. Numbers 12  _____________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

D. Numbers 14  ____________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

E. Numbers 20:1-13  ________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

F. Deuteronomy 31:1-8  ______________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

Read Numbers 12:3. Moses was a humble man. This means he did not put himself above others.  

It means he put himself under God's authority. Moses is one of the greatest men in the history of 

the Israelite nation. He is one of the Chief People of the Old Testament. He began as a minority 

“foster child” in a society ruled by others. He was afraid and unsure of himself at first, but God 

chose him for His purposes. Moses led his people out of slavery. He brought them the Law of 

God. As Hebrews 3:2 says, “Moses was faithful in all God's house.” 
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WHERE DO 

 MOSES AND AARON  

FIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT? 
 

Moses and Aaron (Aaron was an older brother of Moses) fit in the Worship part of The Story of 

the Israelite Children. Moses brought the instructions down from Mt. Sinai for the way God 

wanted Israel to worship Him. Aaron was the first high priest in this way of worship. The 

illustration on these two pages shows where Moses and Aaron fit into the history of the Old 

Testament.  

  

4000 BC 

2000 BC 

 

1500 BC 

 

Spirits  - Creation – Sin – Rainbow 
– Nations 

       
F 

O 

R 

E 

F 

A 

T 

H 

E 

R 

S 

 

W 
O 

R 

S 

H 

I 

P 

 

THE BEGINNING 

____________ 
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The picture below also gives approximate dates along the trail of Old Testament history. In the 

following lessons, whenever you come to a picture like this one, please write the dates as 

given on these pages. 

Nation 

 

Captivity 

 

Return 

1000 BC 

 

 

 

bc 

500 BC 
THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN 

______________ 
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 WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM  

THE STORY OF MOSES? 
 

 

 

5. Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Moses: 

 

 A. GOD GIVES ABILITIES TO THOSE HE CALLS. God called  

     Moses to be a leader of the Israelite nation. He was to lead his people out 

of Egypt and through the wilderness. At first, Moses did not think he 

could do the job. He did not think he had the ability. Moses may have 

been dealing with self-doubt and a low self-image. In his wrong thinking, 

Moses failed to realize that when God calls a person, He also will give 

that person the ability and help to get the job done. 

 

  

     From the following passages, what abilities did God give Moses? 

 

 Exodus 14:21  ___________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________  

 

 Exodus 18:13-16  ________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________  

 

      

 B. MAN GROWS IN ABILITY AS HE FOLLOWS GOD. It has already been stated that 

Moses was no "Mr. Confident" when God met him at the burning bush. Moses had excuse 

after excuse as to why he was not the man for God. But through experience after experience, 

Moses was changed. Forty years of leading the Israelites gave Moses a different view of 

both himself and God. 

 

  

Compare some of the first words we hear from Moses (Exodus 4:10-13) with some of his 

 last words (Deuteronomy 32:44-47). What difference do you notice? 

  ______________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________  
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MOSES AND YOU 
 

6. Have you struggled with feelings of self-doubt, wondering if you are “good enough” for 

something? Why do you think you feel this way? 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

7. What are some of the special abilities you believe God has given you? 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________   

 

  

Deuteronomy 4:10 
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LESSON SIX      
 

AARON 
 

 

STEPPING INTO 

THE WORLD OF AARON 

 
Some religions have special places where people can go to meet with their 

god. The special place might be a city, a river, a high mountain, an old 

camping site or even a special tent. The laws Moses brought down from Mt. 

Sinai commanded the Israelites to build a special place where God could 

meet with them. This special place was a tent. A very important part of 

Aaron's world took place inside this tent. This was no ordinary camping 

shelter. This was a special religious tent, a special place where God agreed to 

meet with man. In fact, there was one room inside this tent that only Aaron 

could enter. Read on to find out more about the world of Aaron, one of the 

Old Testament’s “Chief People.” 

 

 

 

... AND JUST WHO IS AARON? 
 

The meaning of Aaron's name is not known. Aaron was the older brother of Moses. He 

accompanied Moses during the Exodus from Egypt and during the time of wandering in the 

desert. When the Law was given on Mt. Sinai, Aaron became the first high priest in the way of 

worship given by God. The story of Aaron is found in the same books as the story of Moses. His 

story is in the books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. 

 

1. Read Exodus 4 and tell what you learned about Aaron from this chapter. 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  
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THE REST OF THE STORY  

OF AARON 
 

In the Bible study course, The Big Picture, the Old Testament is divided into two main stories -- 

the story of the Beginning and the story of the Israelite nation. Each of these main stories is 

divided into five parts. Listed below are the two main stories, their parts and where Moses and 

Aaron fit in these stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Aaron had two main responsibilities throughout his life. First, he was to speak to the people 

for Moses (Exodus 4:14-16. Second, he was to be the high priest in the way of worship given 

on Mt. Sinai.  As high priest, Aaron was to oversee all the sacrifices inside the tent area. Once 

a year, on the Day of Atonement, Aaron was to go inside the special room inside the large tent 

and do something special. Read Leviticus 16 and tell what Aaron was to do in this room (The 

Most Holy Place). 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________   

  

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT 

 

THE BEGINNING     THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN 

 
Of Spirits       Their Forefathers 

Of Creation       Their Worship (Moses) 

                  (Aaron) 

Of Sin        Their Nation 

Of  Rainbow       Their Captivity 

Of Nations       Their Return 
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3. Look up "Atonement" in a Bible dictionary or encyclopedia. Tell what this word means. 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

 
 

 

 

4. Aaron had both strengths and weaknesses. Read the following passages and tell what you  

believe his strength and/or weakness was in each story. 

 

A. Exodus 32  ______________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

  

B. Numbers 12  _____________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

C. Numbers 14:1-10  ________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

  

 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS… 

 ABOUT AARON 
 

Exodus 28:11  
 

“Have Aaron your brother brought to you 

from among the Israelites, along with his 

sons… so they may serve me as priests.” 
 

Hebrews 7:11 
 

“If perfection could not have been attained 

through the Levitical Priesthood…why was 

there still need for another priest to come – 

one in the order of Melchizedek, not in the 

order of Aaron. 
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WHAT CAN I LEARN 

FROM THE STORY OF AARON? 

 

 

Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Aaron: 

 

 

A. GOD REQUIRES A SACRIFICE. God gave very specific instructions in the Old 

Testament on a system of worship based on sacrifices. The Israelites were required to 

follow this system. The priests had a very important part in this way of worship. They 

offered the sacrifices to God on behalf of the people. The priest was the "go-between" 

between God and man. Aaron was the head priest. It was he who approached God once a 

year with the proper sacrifice to atone for the sins of the whole nation. Aaron was the 

main mediator between God and the Israelites. He had to make sure the sacrificial system 

was done according to the instructions of God. 

 

 What religions are you familiar with that require sacrifices? 

  ______________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

B. MAN CAN COME TO GOD THROUGH A PROPER SACRIFICE. The whole Old 

Testament way of worship was given to teach this important truth. Aaron could only come 

to God with the proper sacrifice. It was not good enough that Aaron was the head priest.  

He still could only come to God through a sacrifice. That sacrifice had to be perfect and it 

had to be given exactly according to God's rules. 

 

 What does this Old Testament teaching have to do with John 1:29, Mark 15:33-39 and 

  Hebrews 10:1-14 in the New Testament? 

  ______________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  
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AARON AND YOU 
 

 

5. What sacrifice do you have to offer to God?  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

6. Why do you think that sacrifice is good enough for Him? 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  
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LESSON SEVEN      

 
JOSHUA 

 

 

STEPPING INTO  

THE WORLD OF JOSHUA 
 

How would you like to wait around camp in a wilderness -- just waiting for the 

older people to die so you could get on with life? Suppose this wait had gone 

on for years! That would be a strange situation to be in, but it was Joshua's 

situation. All of the adult Israelites that had left Egypt with Moses had to die 

before the new generation could go into the Promised Land. Only Joshua and 

Caleb, of the older generation, would be allowed to enter this new land. These 

two men were the two faithful spies who had visited the land years before.  

Now the time had come. The last of the older generation had died. Joshua was 

the new leader. The Israelites could now enter the land God had promised 

them.  It would not be easy. There would be many battles to fight, but Joshua 

knew God was with them. 

 

... AND JUST WHO IS JOSHUA? 
 

Joshua means “Yahweh is salvation”. He had been Israel's military leader and Moses' aide during 

Israel's time in the wilderness. Moses chose Joshua to be Israel's new leader. Joshua would be the 

one to lead this young generation of Israelites into the land God had promised their ancestor, 

Abraham, many years ago. The main story of Joshua is found in the book of Joshua. 

 

Tell everything you learn about Joshua from the following verses:  

 

1. Exodus 17:8-13 _____________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

2. Numbers 11:28  _____________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

3. Deuteronomy 1:38  __________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  
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... AND NOW 

THE REST OF THE STORY 

OF JOSHUA 

 
The book of Joshua tells the story of Israel's conquest of the land of Canaan. Canaan was the 

name of the land area between the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River. A number of tribes 

called Canaanites lived in this land. This was the area God had promised Abraham. For this 

reason, it is often referred to as the Promised Land. When Joshua led the Israelites into this land, 

these Canaanites were still living in the area. Needless to say, they were not going to just move 

over and let these invading people take their land. Joshua and his army were going to have to 

fight for the land God had promised them. 

 

4. Read Joshua 1. List the commands given in this chapter. 

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

 

5. List the promises given in this chapter. 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

6. Read Joshua 2-4. From these verses, in what way was God working to prepare Joshua, Israel  

and the Canaanites for the battles ahead? (Hint: See 2:11. 24; 3:7, 15; 4:14, 21-24) 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

Read Joshua 5:13-6:27. This is one of the most famous battles of the Old Testament. Like many 

of life's battles, God did his part and man did his. Tell God's part in this battle, then tell man's 

(Israel's) part. 

 

7. God's part:  ________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

8. Man's part:  ________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  
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Read Joshua 7:1 - 8:29. 

 

9. What lesson did you learn from this story? 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

Joshua led Israel in many battles. After conquering the land, Joshua led in dividing it fairly 

between the Israelite tribes. Not only was he a good military leader, he was also a good spiritual 

leader. Read Joshua 24:14, 15. These are Joshua's words near the end of his life. He was still 

calling his people to a life of commitment to the Lord. Then in Joshua 24:31 you read that the 

godly influence of Joshua continued at least a generation after his death. 

 

But commission Joshua and encourage and strengthen him, for he will lead this 

people across and will cause them to inherit the land that you will see." 

As the Lord commanded his servant Moses, so Moses commanded  Joshua and 

Joshua did it; he left nothing undone of all that the Lord commanded Moses. 
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WHERE DO JOSHUA AND RUTH FIT 

IN THE OLD TESTAMENT? 
 

Joshua and Ruth fit in the early part of the Nation section of The Story of the Israelite Children.  

Joshua led in the conquering of the land God had promised Israel. Ruth was a Moabite woman 

who married an Israelite man during the time when Israel was ruled by judges. The illustration 

on these two pages shows where Joshua and Ruth fit into the history of the Old Testament. 
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            ________ 
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Fill in the key words left out on the trail.  This time there are six words left out. They are the 

words in the story of the Beginning and the first word in the story of the Israelite Children. In 

the following lessons, fill in the dates and any of the missing words each time you come to a 

picture like this one. 

  

Nation 

Captivity 

Return 

THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN 

RUTH 

1000 BC   500 BC 
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WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM JOSHUA? 
 

10. Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Joshua: 

 

A. GOD GIVES VICTORY. The victories won by Joshua were not just victories because of 

brilliant military strategy. The soldiers were brave. The strategy was good, but these were 

not the reasons Israel won their battles. 

 

 Read Joshua 10:42. According to this verse, why was Joshua successful in his military  

 campaign? 

  ______________________________________________________________________  

 

 Read 1 Corinthians 15:57. This verse is speaking about victory over sin and death.  

 How is this victory possible in our life? 

  ______________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________  

 

B. MAN HAS VICTORY AS HE OBEYS GOD'S WORD. Victory in our life is not won 

because of our strength.  It does not come because of strategy. Victory, as in the days of 

Joshua, is won because of God's undertaking Victory comes "because the Lord fights for 

us". But like the battles of old, we too must do something. We cannot just sit back and let 

God fight for us. We have a responsibility. 

 

11. Joshua was promised success in life if he did one thing. According to Joshua 1:8 what was it  

he had to do to be successful? 

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

 

 JOSHUA AND YOU 
 

12. Is there an area of your life where you need God's help to have victory? 

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

13. Is there an area of your life where you need to obey God's Word? 

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  
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LESSON EIGHT 
 

RUTH 
 

 

STEPPING INTO  

THE WORLD OF RUTH 
 

Israel was in bad shape. It was now three hundred years after Joshua. It was near 

the end of the time period when Israel was led by judges. In a few more years 

they would be asking for a king, but for now Israel was not doing well. The 

tribes were weak and divided. They often did not follow the laws given for 

worship to Moses on Mt. Sinai. Their spiritual trail was like a roller coaster.  

This is the background for the story of Ruth -- one of the women in our study of 

Chief People of the Old Testament. 

 

 

 

... AND JUST WHO IS RUTH? 
 

Ruth sounds like the Hebrew word for “friendship”. Ruth was a Moabite woman who married an 

Israelite. Because of a famine in Israel, Ruth's husband had come to live in Moab with his father, 

mother (whose name was Naomi) and brother. Eventually the father, brother and Ruth's husband 

all died. Naomi decided to go back to Israel. Ruth chose to go with her.   

 

Moab is the country just southeast of the Dead Sea. The Israelites and Moabites were often at 

war with each other. 

 

1. Look up “Moab” in a Bible encyclopedia or Bible dictionary. Write several things you learn  

about this nation from your reading. 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  
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... AND NOW 

THE REST OF THE STORY  

OF RUTH 
 

In the Bible study course, The Big Picture, the Old Testament is divided into two main stories -- 

the story of the Beginning and the story of the Israelite nation. Each of these main stories is 

divided into five parts. Below are the two main stories, their parts and where Joshua and Ruth fit 

into these stories. 

 

Read the book of Ruth and answer the following questions. 

 

From chapter one: 

2. Why did Naomi's family move to Moab?   ________________________________________  

3. Why did Naomi move back to Israel?  ___________________________________________  

4. Why do you think Ruth made the strong statement in Ruth 1:16, 17? 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

        

  

THE OLD TESTAMENT 

 
THE BEGINNING          THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN 

 
Of Spirits     Their Forefathers 

Of Creation     Their Worship 

Of Sin      Their Nation (Joshua) 

        (Ruth) 

Of Rainbow     Their Captivity 

Of Nations     Their Return 

 

 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS… ABOUT RUTH 

Ruth 1:16 

“But Ruth replied, ‘…Your 

people will be my people and your 

God my God.’” 

Matthew 1:5-16 

“…Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was 

Ruth (v. 5) …and Jacob the father of Joseph, 

the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, 

who is called Christ (v. 16).” 
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From chapter two and three: 

5. What evidence is there in these chapters that Boaz was a good man? 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

6. What is a "kinsman-redeemer" (2:20)? (Use a Study Bible, Bible dictionary or Bible  

Encyclopedia to find the answer.) 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

 

From chapter four: 

7. What customs of these people do you find in this chapter?   __________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

8. Why do you think this book ends by giving the family line through David? 

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

 

NOW WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM RUTH? 
 

9. Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Ruth: 

A. GOD BUYS BACK SINNERS. The kinsman-redeemer idea was 

a part of the Israelite customs. The kinsman-redeemer was 

responsible for protecting the interests of needy members of his 

extended family. The kinsman-redeemer was to provide an heir for a 

brother who had died, buy back a relative who had been sold into 

slavery, buy back land that a poor relative had sold outside the family 

and to avenge the killing of a relative. The kinsman-redeemer idea in 

the story of Ruth is a picture of Jesus Christ. In the kinsman-

redeemer custom, only a near relative was qualified to pay the price 

that freed an individual from slavery, or buy back what was lost. 

Christ became our kinsman-redeemer by becoming a man. He was 

then qualified to pay the price for our salvation. 
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Read Hebrews 2:14-17. What do you learn about Christ from these verses? 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

  ______________________________________________________________________  

 

 

B.  GOD DOES NOT ACCEPT MAN BECAUSE OF HIS FAMILY LINE, 

NATIONALITY OR TRADITIONS. Ruth was not an Israelite, and yet she identified 

herself with God and His people (1:16, 17). She gained a place in the family line of David 

and Jesus Christ. Her acceptance by God was not dependent on her family line, nationality 

or traditions. She was accepted because of her faith in God. 

 

 Many of Israel's religious leaders in the days of Christ had come to rely on family line,  

 nationality and traditions as ways of being right with God. Read Mark 7:5-13 and tell what 

 Jesus  thought of these people’s traditions. 

  ______________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

RUTH AND YOU 
 

Do you believe God has accepted you? (Explain why you believe He has, or has not accepted  

you.) 

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  
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LESSON NINE 

SAMSON 
 

STEPPING INTO  

THE WORLD OF SAMSON 

 
People admire strength and power. 

There is a lot of emphasis these days 

on strength and power. People lift 

weights, run and exercise to gain 

physical power. There also is an 

emphasis on spiritual power. The story 

of Samson is a story of power. It is the 

story of a man with great physical 

power, but little spiritual strength. The 

story takes place about the same time 

as the story of Ruth. Each Israelite 

tribe had taken possession of the land 

assigned by Joshua. Each tribe was 

responsible to continue the fight 

against any remaining enemies in their territory. In these days, Israel was a loose confederation 

of tribes bound together by language, customs and tradition. At times, foreign tribes would take 

over some territory of an Israelite tribe. It was for this reason that God raised up judges to lead 

Israel. A judge would drive out these enemies and then continue to lead Israel the remaining 

years of his/her life. Samson ruled as judge near the end of the period of judges. 

 

 

... AND JUST WHO IS SAMSON? 
 

The name Samson comes from a Hebrew word meaning, “sun” or “brightness”. He was one of 

the later judges of Israel. Samson had two outstanding characteristics -- great physical strength 

and weak moral character. These two characteristics are easily seen in the life of this colorful 

Old Testament character. His story is found in Judges 13-16. 

 

1. Read the following verses and give the names of three judges that came before Samson. 

 

Judges 3:12-30 _____________________________________________________________  

Judges 4:1-4  _______________________________________________________________  

Judges 6:1-14  ______________________________________________________________  
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... AND NOW 

THE REST OF THE STORY 

OF SAMSON 
 

Read Judges 13 and answer the following questions: 

2. What was the condition of the nation of Israel at the time of Samson's birth? 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

3. How was Samson to be different from other men?  _________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

Read Judges 14 and answer the following questions: 

4. What do you learn about Samson's character from this chapter?  ______________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

5. What do you learn about the secret of Samson's strength (14:6, 19).  ___________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

Read Judges 14:1-4 again and tell whether you believe the following statements are true or false. 
 

6. ______ God does not mind us doing wrong, if it helps to accomplish His purposes. 

 

7. ______ God uses even sinful weaknesses of men to accomplish his purposes. 
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8. Read Judges 15. What do you learn about Samson's physical condition and his spiritual  

 condition from this chapter? 

  _________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________  

 

Read Judges 16 and answer the following questions: 

 

9. What would you say was Samson's main weakness?  _______________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

  

10. Why did Samson lose his strength when his hair was cut?  __________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

  

11. Did Samson accomplish the purpose for which he was made a judge over Israel?  

     See 13:5 – Explain your answer. 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

WHAT 

THE 

BIBLE 

SAYS 

ABOUT 

SAMSON 

“The woman gave birth to a boy and named him Samson. He grew 

and the Lord blessed him, and the Spirit of the Lord began to stir 

him….     Judges 13: 24,25 

“….Samson…who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered 

justice, and gained what was promised,…….. 
Hebrews 11: 32-33 
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WHERE DO SAMSON AND SAMUEL  

FIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT? 
Samson and Samuel lived during the time Israel was a nation in the land God had promised 

them. Both were judges that helped rule the Israelites before they had a king. The illustrations on 

these two pages shows where Samson and Samuel fit into the history of the Old Testament. 

Mesopotamia 

Egypt 

THE BEGINNING 
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Remember to fill in the dates along the bottom and the missing words on the trail. You will also 

notice that main geographical areas where major events took place are given. 

 

Nation 

Captivity 

Return 

Babylon 

Israel 

Israel 

Assyria 

THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN 

________________ 

________________ 
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WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM SAMSON? 
 

Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Samson: 

 

A. GOD GIVES STRENGTH.  Suppose you ran into Samson in some dusty Israeli village.  

He would not have looked much different from any other Israelite man, other than the fact 

that he had more hair. He did not look like someone off the cover of a weight lifting 

magazine. He was not a rippling mass of muscle. If he had been, the Philistines would not 

have wondered where he got his strength. Scripture is clear. Samson got his physical 

power from God. What he failed to learn was that spiritual power and moral strength were 

also available from God. 

 

 God does not give super-human strength to everyone, but He does provide us with 

physical strength. He also is the source of spiritual, moral and emotional strength. 

 

 Read Judges 13:5 and 15:14 again. How did God give this great physical power 

  to Samson? 

  ______________________________________________________________________  

 

B. MAN NEEDS SPIRITUAL STRENGTH.  Samson had physical strength, but he   

was lacking much in spiritual strength. He had little power to say “No” to  

temptations. Samson would have been better off to have little physical strength  

and much spiritual power. In ourselves we have no power over sin. 

 

 Read Romans 7:21-25. According to these verses, where do we begin to find real spiritual  

 strength? 

   ______________________________________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________________________  

 

 

SAMSON AND YOU 
 

Is there an area of your life where you often give in to temptation? (If “Yes”, what is it and what  

do you think you should do to gain victory in this area?) 

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  
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LESSON TEN 

 
SAMUEL 

 

 

STEPPING INTO 

THE WORLD OF SAMUEL 
 

The kingdom of Israel grew steadily weaker throughout the period of the 

judges. They often went for years drifting further from God's way of 

worship. They would follow the false ways of the worship practiced by 

their surrounding neighbors. For the most part, Israel was oppressed and 

under the domination of other tribes. Periodically, God raised up a judge 

but Israel would immediately go away from God when the judge died.  

Samuel lived during the end of the time when Israel was led by judges. In 

his day Israel was, once again, under the domination of the Philistines. 

 

 

... AND JUST WHO IS SAMUEL? 
 

The name Samuel sounds like the Hebrew word for “heard of God”. He was born in answer to 

his mother's prayer. She dedicated him while he was very young to a life of service for God.  

Early in Samuel's life he was sent to live with Eli at the tabernacle in Shiloh. Samuel later led the 

Israelites against the Philistines and became the last judge of Israel. He lived in the time when 

Israel changed from being led by a judge to being ruled by a king. It was he who anointed Saul, 

Israel's first king. Before Samuel died he also anointed David, Israel's second and greatest king.  

Samuel was a godly man. His story is found in 1 Samuel 1:1-25:1. 

 

 

Read 1 Samuel 1 and answer the following questions: 

 

1. Why do you think Hannah named her boy Samuel?  ________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

2. Who was to be Samuel's guardian while he grew up?  _______________________________  
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... AND NOW  

THE REST OF THE STORY  

OF SAMUEL 
 

In the Bible study course, The Big Picture, the Old Testament is divided into two main stories, 

the story of the Beginning and the story of the Israelite nation. Each of these main stories is then 

divided into five parts. Below are the two main stories, their parts and where Samson and Samuel 

fit into these stories ___________________________________________________________ T 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Read 1 Samuel 2:12-26 and tell several differences between Eli's sons and Samuel. Also, tell 

why you think there were these differences. 

  _________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________  

 

4. Read 1 Samuel 3.  In 3:20, you learn that Samuel is recognized as a prophet.  

From 3:19-4:1a, what would you say a prophet does? 

  _________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________  

  

THE OLD TESTAMENT 

 

 

 THE BEGINNING THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN 

 

      Of Spirits    Their Forefathers 

      Of Creation   Their Worship 

      Of Sin    Their Nation (Samson) 

       (Samuel) 

      Of Rainbow   Their Captivity  

      Of Nations   Their Return  
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Read 1 Samuel 4-7 and answer the following questions: 

 

5. What was “the ark of the Lord's covenant” mentioned often in these chapters? 

 (Hint: Look up “ark” in a Bible dictionary or Bible encyclopedia.) 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

  

 

6. From 7:13-17, how would you summarize Samuel's time as judge over Israel? 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

7. According to 1 Samuel 8:1-5 and 8:19, 20, why did the people want to have a king instead 

of a judge to lead them? 

    __________________________________________________________________________  

    __________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

8. What was the real reason why the Israelites were asking for a king? 

    __________________________________________________________________________  

      _________________________________________________________________________  

1 SAMUEL 3:1 

 “The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those 

days the word of the Lord was rare; there were not many visions.” 
 

WHAT 

THE 

BIBLE 

SAYS 

ABOUT 

SAMUEL 
HEBREWS 11:32, 33 

“… Samuel … who through faith conquered kingdoms, 

administered justice and gained what was promised…” 
 

1 Samuel 8: 19-22 

“But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a 

king over us. 
 

Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go 

out before us and fight our battles.”  
 

When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it before the Lord.  
 

The Lord answered, “Listen to them and give them a king.” 
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NOW WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM SAMUEL? 
 
Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Samuel. 

 

A. GOD SPEAKS TO MAN. God has spoken to man in different 

ways down through history. (See Hebrews 1:1.) During the days 

of Samuel, God spoke to His people through prophets. A prophet 

was one who spoke for God. God gave the prophet a message. 

The prophet passed the message on to the people. Today God 

speaks to man through the Bible. The Bible is God's written 

revelation of Himself and His plan for man. It contains 

everything He wants us to know about Himself and His plan. 

 

 

b. MAN IS RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT HE HEARS FROM GOD. Samuel heard God's 

call. Samuel was then responsible to follow God, or refuse. Israel had repeatedly heard from 

God through the judges. As a nation, they were then responsible for what they heard from 

God. They could accept and obey, or they could reject and disobey. The same is true for us 

today. We have God's Word, the Bible. It is how we hear from God today. We can accept 

what He has to say or we can reject it. But either way, we are responsible. 

 

 Read the following verses. Put "A" if the verse speaks of accepting God's Word. Put "R" if it 

speaks of rejecting God's Word. 

 

 

 

 

SAMUEL AND YOU 
 

Is there any teaching in God's Word that you have difficulty accepting or understanding?  

If “Yes,” what is it? 

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

 

_____ Acts 2:41 ______ 2 Chronicles 36:16 

_____ Proverbs 5:12 ______ Acts 17:11 
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LESSON ELEVEN 

 

SAUL 
 

STEPPING INTO  

THE WORLD OF SAUL 
 

Suppose for many years that your area had been 

loosely banded together with other extended 

family groups (tribes) throughout the land. You 

had all been governed and led by a kind of 

traveling judge/army general/religious leader 

during different times, but things kept getting 

worse. Other warring tribes bothered your tribes.  

Most of your land had been taken. Your people 

were frustrated and fed up. They wanted a real 

chief, someone to lead them. They wanted 

someone to get their land back, so they chose you.  

Pretty heavy responsibility, right? Such was the 

world of Saul. For more than three hundred years 

Israel had been just a loose group of separate 

tribes. Foreign enemies oppressed them. Much of 

their land was taken away. The Ammonites and the 

Philistines were threatening to take even more of 

their land. The Israelites were frustrated. They wanted to be free again. They wanted their land 

back. As they looked at countries around them, they saw these people had kings to rule them.  

The Israelites thought that if they had a king then they too could be strong again. So they 

demanded that Samuel give them a king. This was the world of Saul. 

 

 

... AND JUST WHO IS SAUL? 
 

Saul means “asked of God.” He was the first king of Israel. He was primarily a war-chief 

recognized by the twelve tribes of Israel. He led his people to some major military victories, but 

failed to defeat the Philistines. His story is found in 1 Samuel 9-31. 

 

1. Read 1 Samuel 9. What do you learn about Saul and his tribe from this chapter? 

 _________________________________________________________________________   

 _________________________________________________________________________   

 _________________________________________________________________________   
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... AND NOW  

THE REST OF THE STORY  

OF SAUL 
 

Read 1 Samuel 10 and 11. In these chapters, you find that Saul began well. What special things 

happened to Saul in the following verses? 

 

1  2. 1 Samuel 10:1 

    _____________________________________________________  

Anointing was a ceremony where olive oil was poured on a person's 

head. This anointing showed that the person was separated to God for a 

particular task. It also meant that God would equip the person to do the 

task. 

 

3. 1 Samuel 10:10   ________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________ 

 

The spirit of the Lord “came upon” Saul. In the Old Testament, this 

phrase means a special gift of power was given by God to accomplish a particular job. 

 

Saul began well but he did not continue well. In the following chapters you will find Saul's trail 

away from God. Read the chapters given and answer the questions. 

 

4. 1 Samuel 13. What was Saul's sin in this chapter?   _________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 Saul was not to offer the sacrifice. He was supposed to wait for Samuel. Samuel had 

promised to come (10:8) and offer the sacrifice. Also, only a priest was allowed to offer 

sacrifices. A king was not given this responsibility. In offering the sacrifice, Saul showed his 

unbelief in God's power to deliver Israel. Saul took things into his own hands. 

Samuel 

anointing 

Saul 
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WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT SAUL 
 

iI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read 1 Samuel 15. 

5. What was Saul's sin in this chapter?  ____________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

6. What was Saul's first excuse? (15:20-21)  ________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

7. What was Saul's real reason for disobeying?  (15:24) _______________________________  

 

Read 1 Samuel 16, 18, 19, 21-24. In these chapters, God removes His 

special power from Saul (chapter 16). Saul becomes jealous of the young 

man, David (chapters 17-19). Saul has the priests killed that helped 

David escape. (chapters 21, 22). Saul tries to capture David (chapters 23, 

24). 

 

 

8. Read 1 Samuel 28. What was Saul's sin in this chapter?   

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 

1 Samuel 31. Saul's fear of the people led to his jealousy of David, then to the murder of priests, 

then to witchcraft, then to suicide. Saul began well, but he did not finish well. 

      I Samuel 13:13 

“You acted foolishly,” Samuel said. 

“You have not kept the command the Lord your God 

gave you; if you had, he could have established your 

kingdom over Israel for all time.”  

 
“…After this, God gave them judges until the time of 

Samuel the prophet. Then the people asked for a king, 

and he gave them Saul… 

who ruled forty years.” 

Acts 13:20,21 
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WHERE DO SAUL AND DAVID 

FIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT? 

 
Saul and David were kings during the Nation section of The Story of the Israelite Nation. Saul 

was the first king of Israel. David was the second. The illustrations on these two pages shows 

where these two men fit in the history of the Old Testament. 

 

THE BEGINNING 

4000 B.C. 

2000 B.C. 
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Fill in the dates and the missing words. Also, write in the main geographical areas as given on 

pages 56 and 57. In the following lessons, fill in the dates, missing words and geographical areas 

each time you come to a picture like this.  
 

 
 

THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN 

 

Nation 

 

Captivity 

Return 

1000 B.C. 

500 B.C. 
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 WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM SAUL? 
 

 

Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Saul: 

 

   

     A. GOD REQUIRES OBEDIENCE. Saul's trail away from God is easy to follow in 

Scripture. In each of his steps away from God, there is a direct disobedience involved. He 

disobeyed the Lord in not waiting for Samuel to offer the sacrifice (1 Samuel 13:8-10). He 

disobeyed again, when he did not completely destroy the Amalekites (15:1-9). And he 

disobeyed in 28:7 when he went to a medium (sorcerer, or witch). As a king over God's 

chosen people, Saul was required to obey the word of the Lord. He did not do so. He 

missed the blessing of God because of his disobedience. 

 

  The requirement for obedience was not only for the king. Read Matthew 7:21 and tell what  

  is required of anyone who would enter the kingdom of heaven. 

  _______________________________________________________________________  

 

    

     B. MAN CANNOT FULLY OBEY GOD.  Saul did not fully obey God.  He partly obeyed 

God, but definitely not fully.  But then neither had Samuel.  Samuel should have done 

something to remove his sons as priests (1 Samuel 8:1-3).  None of the judges had 

completely obeyed God.  And neither had Joshua, or Moses, or Abraham.  Nobody had.  

Nobody would -- except one.  Christ fully obeyed God.  Through His obedience we can 

come to God.  God then gives us the Holy Spirit to enable and empower us to obey God's 

Word (Ezekiel 36:27, Ephesians 3:16-21). 

 

According to Hebrews 10:5-10, who was able to do the will of God?  

 ________________________________________________________________________  

           ________________________________________________________________________  

 
 

  SAUL AND YOU 
 

How would you measure your obedience to God's Word?  Circle the number you think best fits 

the past three months.  One (1) is complete disobedience; ten (10) is complete obedience. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Disobedience         Obedience 
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LESSON TWELVE 

DAVID 
 

STEPPING INTO  

THE WORLD OF DAVID 
 

Picture a young man with a slingshot fighting a giant with a 

metal-pointed spear. That would not be a very even match. 

This pictures the match between the army of the Israelites 

and the Philistines. The Philistines had metal weapons. Israel 

did not. This was one of the main reasons Israel could not 

overpower the aggressive Philistine people. These people 

had been the main enemy of Israel since the days of Samson. 

Samuel and Saul had led Israel to some victories, but the 

Philistines always came back.  Saul had done little to draw 

the country together. Under his rule, the people remained a 

loose confederation of tribes. The Hebrew people (Israelites) 

continued to be dominated by the Philistines. The major 

reason for this was the Philistine's ability to work iron. 

 

 

... AND JUST WHO IS DAVID? 
 

The meaning of David's name is not known. He was Israel's second king and he was the greatest 

king. He united the Israelite tribes together after years of a loose confederacy. He defeated 

Israel's enemies. He made Jerusalem the political and religious center of the nation. He was an 

excellent military, political and religious leader. There are more stories about David in the Bible 

than any other person except Jesus. He is in the family line of Jesus. His story is found in 1 

Samuel 16-31, 2 Samuel and 1 Chronicles. 

 

 

1. Read 1 Samuel 16 and tell everything you learn about David in this chapter. 

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  
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... AND NOW 

THE REST OF THE STORY 

OF DAVID 
 

In the Bible study course, The Big Picture, the Old Testament is divided into two main stories, 

the story of the Beginning and the story of the Israelite nation. Each of these main stories is then 

divided into five parts. Below are the two main stories, their parts and where Saul and David fit 

into these stories. 

 

Read the following verses and tell the different roles David had: 

 

2. 1 Samuel 16:11  ____________________________________________________________  

3. 1 Samuel 16:23  ____________________________________________________________  

4. 1 Samuel 17:48, 49  _________________________________________________________  

5. 2 Samuel 2:4a  ______________________________________________________________  

6. 2 Samuel 5:1-3  _____________________________________________________________  

7. 2 Samuel 22:1  _____________________________________________________________  

  

    
WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS 

ABOUT DAVID… 

ABOUT DAVID 

MATTHEW 1:1 
 

“A record of the 

genealogy of Jesus Christ 

the son of David…” 
 

ACTS 13:22 
 

“…I (the Lord) have found David son 

of Jesse a man after my own heart; he 

will do everything I want him to do.” 

THE OLD TESTAMENT 

 

The Beginning  The Israelite Children 

 
Of Spirits   Their Forefathers 

Of Creation   Their Worship 

Of Sin    Their Nation (Saul) 

      (David) 

Of Rainbow   Their Captivity 

Of Nations   Their Return 
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8. Read 1 Samuel 17 and 2 Samuel 5 and 8:1-14. These chapters give a picture of David, the  

warrior. According to 1 Samuel 17:47 and 2 Samuel 8:14, what was the secret to David's 

success as a warrior?  ________________________________________________________  

9. Read 1 Samuel 22-24 and 1 Chronicles 22 and 23:1-6. These chapters give a picture of David, 

the leader. He led well and his men respected him. He was a good military leader, but he was 

a good political and religious leader, as well. 

 

10. Read 2 Samuel 11. This chapter gives a picture of David, the sinner.  

Write the sins of David that you find in this chapter. 

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

 

11. David did confess his sin. He admitted his guilt before God and before his people. According  

to 2 Samuel 12:11-18, what were the consequences of David's sins even though he confessed  

and  God forgave him? 

  _________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________  

 

12. Read 2 Samuel 6 and 12, Psalm 51 and 1 Chronicles 17. These chapters give a picture of 

David, the man of God. David worshiped God, he confessed his sin when confronted by 

Nathan, the prophet. He desired to build a temple for God. What do you learn about David 

from 1 Samuel 13:14 and Acts 13:22? 

_________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM DAVID? 
 

Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of David: 

 

    A. GOD FORGIVES SIN.  David committed adultery. He, also, arranged for the death of his 

lover's husband (2 Samuel 11). 

 

 Read 2 Samuel 12:13 and Hebrews 10:10-18. (“This priest” of Hebrews 10:12 refers to 

Jesus Christ. The “sacrifice” is his death on the cross.) Answer these three important 

questions. 

 

 What did God do with David's sin?   _________________________________________  

          _______________________________________________________________________  
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 How could God forgive David's sin?   _________________________________________  

   ______________________________________________________________________  

 

Why did God forgive David's sin?  ___________________________________________  

  ________________________________________________________________________  

 

    

    B.  MAN MUST FACE THE RESULTS OF HIS SIN. God forgave David. But there are 

still consequences to our forgiven sin that do not go away. 

 

 

 

DAVID AND YOU 
 

 Has God forgiven you of your sins?  ______________________________________________  

 

 Is there a sin for which you need to ask God, or other's forgiveness?  ____________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________  

 

 Are you living with the consequences of a forgiven sin?  ______________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________  
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LESSON THIRTEEN 

SOLOMON 
 

STEPPING INTO 

THE WORLD OF SOLOMON 
 

How would you like to have an annual income of 25 

tons of gold? That is 50,000 pounds, or 800,000 

ounces. Depending on the price of gold, that 

approaches a million dollars a day – for every day of 

the year. That was Solomon's annual income, not 

counting trade revenue and taxes! How would you like 

to have more wisdom than anyone else on earth? You 

would know more about botany, zoology, biology, 

ecology, philosophy, sociology, religion, and 

computers than anyone else. Plus, you would have the 

wisdom to have answers for tough questions that others 

could not answer. You would be able to see clearly the right and the wrong in any given 

situation. People would come to you from all over the world to ask you questions and to listen to 

your wisdom. That was Solomon's wisdom! How would you like to have power over the world's 

richest and most powerful nation? That was the power of Solomon! 

 

 

…AND JUST WHO IS SOLOMON? 
 

Solomon probably means "peaceful". He was David's son and the third king of Israel. Israel, 

during Solomon's reign, was at its height in material possessions and wealth. The greatest thing 

Solomon accomplished was the building of the Temple in Jerusalem. Solomon is perhaps most 

remembered for his wealth, wisdom and wives. His story is found in 1 Kings 1-11 and 2 

Chronicles 1-9. 

 

 

 

1. Read 1 Kings 1.  Give the names of the following people (from this chapter). 

 Solomon's father   __________________________________________________________  

 Solomon's mother   _________________________________________________________  

 The prophet   ______________________________________________________________  

David's son, from Haggith   __________________________________________________  

King, after David   _________________________________________________________  
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… AND NOW 

THE REST OF THE STORY 

OF SOLOMON 
 

 

Read 1 Kings 3 (See also, 1 Kings 4:29-34 and 2 Chronicles 9:1-12). 

 

2. Why did Solomon ask for wisdom?   _____________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 

3. What did God give Solomon as a result of his asking for wisdom? 

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 

4. Why was Solomon's verdict concerning the two women and 

 the son such a wise decision?  

  ____________________________________________  

  ____________________________________________  

  ____________________________________________  

  ____________________________________________  

Read 1 Kings 4:20-28, 1 Kings 10 and 2 Chronicles 9:13-28. These verses tell of Solomon's 

wealth. 

 

Read 1 Kings 11. This chapter tells of the wives of Solomon. A common practice of Solomon's 

day was the sealing of international treaties by marrying a member of the foreign country's 

royalty. This is how Solomon got many of his wives. What happened to Solomon as a result of 

all these wives (11:4, 11)? 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________ __ 

 

 

WHAT 

THE 

BIBLE SAYS 

ABOUT 

SOLOMON 
 

 

1 KINGS 3:6-9  "Solomon answered, 'So   

     give your servant a discerning heart to    

     govern your people and to distinguish    

   between right and wrong.  For who  

     is able to govern this great people  

of yours?'" 

 

 

 

LUKE 11:31 

"… She (Queen 

of the South) came 

from the ends of the  

             earth to listen to Solomon's 

         wisdom, and now one greater 

     than Solomon is here." 

 

 

 

 

WHAT 

THE 

BIBLE 

SAYS ABOUT 

SOLOMON 
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Read 2 Chronicles 2-7. These chapters tell of Solomon and his building the temple for the Lord. 

 

5. Why was Solomon going to build this temple for the Lord (2:5, 6). 

 __________________________________________________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

6. Briefly describe the temple built by Solomon (chapter 3). 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________   

 _____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

7. Read 2 Chronicles 6:18 again. Now read Acts 7:45-49. What do these verses teach about the  

temple? 

 __________________________________________________________________________   

 __________________________________________________________________________   
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WHERE DO SOLOMON AND REHOBOAM 

FIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT? 
 

Solomon and Rehoboam fit in the Nation section of The Story of the Israelite Children.  

Solomon was king during the height of Israel's material glory.  Rehoboam was king of Judah; the 

southern kingdom after Israel split into two kingdoms.  The illustration on these two pages shows 

where Solomon and Rehoboam fit in the history of the Old Testament. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BEGINNING 

4000 B.C. 2000 B.C. 

1500 B.C. 
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Remember to fill in the dates, missing words and geographical areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nation 

Captivity 

Return 

The Israelite Children 

1000 B.C. 
500 B.C. 
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WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM SOLOMON? 
 

Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Solomon: 

 

    A. GOD GIVES WISDOM. One dictionary defines wisdom like this: "Good judgment and 

intelligence in knowing what is right, good and true." Wisdom is the ability to make right 

choices.  It is more than just knowledge. Knowledge is knowing. Wisdom is doing. True 

wisdom comes from God. 

 

Read Proverbs 1:1-7. Solomon wrote these verses. What does he say is the beginning of  

knowledge and wisdom? 

  _______________________________________________________________________  

       

Read James 2:13-18. These verses tell of two kinds of wisdom. Tell where each kind of 

wisdom comes from and then describe each kind of wisdom according to these verses. 

 

 _______________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________  

 

    B. MAN IS EMPTY APART FROM GOD. Regardless of how rich, talented, powerful, or 

wise a person may be, life is empty without a relationship with God. In his book, 

Ecclesiastes, Solomon writes that wisdom and pleasures; work, advancement and riches are 

all of no real value. 

 

What is Solomon's final conclusion? See Ecclesiastes 12:13. 

 _______________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________  

 

SOLOMON AND YOU 
 

What does "fearing God," mean to you personally? 

 ________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________  
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LESSON FOURTEEN    

 

 

REHOBOAM 
 

 

STEPPING INTO 

THE WORLD OF REHOBOAM 
 

Few people like taxes. Even fewer like high taxes. If the 

government kept increasing taxes, eventually the people would 

demand a change – a change in government policy, or a change 

of the people in the government. Things were not much different 

in Rehoboam's day. Solomon had heavily taxed his people. He 

built magnificent buildings, but it all cost money – tax payers 

money. When Solomon died, the people demanded relief from 

the high taxes. The king who followed Solomon had a very 

difficult decision to make. Should he keep taxes high despite the 

people's protest? Or should he lower the taxes and cut back on 

government spending? The decision he would make would 

greatly affect him and his nation for years to come. 

 

 

… AND JUST WHO IS REHOBOAM? 
 

Rehoboam means, "welcome the people." He was Solomon's son and followed him as Israel's 

fourth king. Rehoboam's decision to raise taxes led to the division of Israel. For the next four 

hundred years the nation would be divided. Both nations began a downward path. Judah had 

twenty kings during this four hundred years – eight good and twelve bad. Israel had nineteen 

kings – all bad. The story of Rehoboam is found in 1 Kings 12, 14, 15 and 2 Chronicles 10-12. 

 

Rehoboam remained king of the southern nation. This nation became known as Judah.  

(Although it still was often referred to as Israel.)  Jeroboam led the ten tribes that revolted. This 

was the Northern Kingdom. It remained known as Israel. On the following page, you will see a 

map of the divided kingdom of Israel. Notice the dividing line between the Northern Kingdom 

(Israel) and the Southern Kingdom (Judah) on the map. 

  

When the people requested more humane working conditions, it was an opportunity for 

Rehoboam to show servant leadership. “If today you will be a servant to these people and 

serve them . . . ,” the elders advised, “they will always be your servants” (1 Kings 12:7). But 

he rejected their counsel. Rehoboam failed to seek God. His harsh response to the people 

divided the kingdom and accelerated the spiritual decline of God’s people (12:14-19). 
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… AND NOW 

THE REST OF THE STORY 

OF REHOBOAM 

 
In the Bible study course, The Big Picture, the Old Testament is divided into two main stories -- 

the story of the Beginning and the story of the Israelite nation. Each of these main stories is 

divided into five parts. Below are the two main stories, their parts and where Solomon and 

Rehoboam fit in these stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the whole story of Rehoboam at one time. The Scriptures with his story are listed on page 

70 and should be read a second time. These stories are called parallel accounts and two different 

authors who looked at Rehoboam's life wrote them. 

 

What decision was Rehoboam faced with in 2 Chronicles 10:1-4? 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT THE 

BIBLE 

SAYS… 

ABOUT 

REHOBOAM 

1 KINGS 11:43 

"Then he (Solomon) 

rested with his fathers 

and was buried in the 

city of David his 

father. And 

Rehoboam his son 

succeeded him as 

king." 

1 KINGS 12:8 

"But Rehoboam 

rejected the advice   

the elders gave him 

and consulted the 

young men who 

had grown up with 

him and were 

serving him." 

THE OLD TESTAMENT 

 

The Beginning   The Israelite Children 

 
Of Spirits    Their Fathers 

Of Creation    Their Worship 

Of Sin     Their Nation (Solomon) 

       (Rehoboam) 

Of Rainbow    Their Captivity 

Of Nations    Their Return 
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From 2 Chronicles 10:5-19 answer the following questions. 

  

1. What two groups of people did Rehoboam ask for advice?  ___________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 

2. Why do you think Rehoboam took the advice of the younger men?  _____________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 

3. What were the results of Rehoboam's decision?  ____________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 

4. The prophet, Shemaiah, came to Rehoboam. Confronted by this man of God, Rehoboam  

repented and humbled himself. What was the result of Rehoboam's humbling himself? (See  

Chronicles 12.) 

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

  

REPENTANCE 
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WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM REHOBOAM? 
 

Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Rehoboam: 

 

    A. GOD CAN GIVE ADVICE THROUGH OTHER PEOPLE. God has His ways of 

giving us advice. He has given us His Word. It contains much advice concerning everyday 

decisions. But it does not cover specific decisions for every incident of every person. It 

does not tell me if I should move to a bigger city to get a job to feed my family, or stay in 

the country and help my grandmother. The first place to look for advice from God is 

always the Bible. Another place is in the advice of people we know who are close to God. 

 

Read 2 Samuel 16:23 and Proverbs 11:14; 15:22; 20:18 and tell what you learn from these 

verses. 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

          _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    B. MAN CHOOSES HIS ADVISORS. Rehoboam asked advice from two sets of people. He 

asked his elders and then asked his peers. He chose to follow the advice of his peers. This 

brings up a very important point. When we ask advice on an important decision that is not 

specifically addressed in Scripture, it is not uncommon to get different opinions on what we 

should do. It becomes very important then to weigh carefully both the advice given and the 

person(s) giving the advice. It is not wise to just follow the advice of those who tell us what 

we want to hear. God gives man the freedom to choose his advisors. We need to use that 

freedom wisely. 

 

 
REHOBOAM AND YOU 

 
How has the advice of others helped, or hindered, you in your walk with God? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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 ELIJAH 

LESSON FIFTEEN     

 

ELIJAH 
 

STEPPING INTO 

THE WORLD OF ELIJAH 
 

 

Down through history, there have been times and places where two religions have strongly 

opposed each other. Sometimes people attempt to bring these opposing religious systems 

together. In this way, they hope to keep everybody happy. They might say something like,  

"Well, all religions lead us to God, so they are all good." Elijah lived in a time and place where 

this was the case. He lived during a very serious time in Israel's history. Ahab was the king of the 

Northern Kingdom. Ahab had married a woman named Jezebel. She was from the country of 

Sidon. She influenced her husband, Ahab, to worship Baal. This led to a fierce struggle in the 

Northern Kingdom between Baal worship and worship of the true God, Yahweh. Many people 

thought they could escape the struggle by worshiping both Baal and God. 

 

 

… AND JUST WHO IS ELIJAH? 
 

Elijah means, "my Lord is God." He was the most important prophet of his day (875-850 BC) 

Elijah was the one who faced Ahab and Jezebel as they tried to introduce Baal worship into the 

Northern Kingdom. He performed many miracles during his ministry. In fact, the years of Elijah 

and Elisha, the prophet who followed Elijah, is one of the three periods of history with an 

emphasis on miracles. The other two time periods are during the life of Moses and the life of 

Jesus. The story of Elijah is found in 1 Kings 17-19, 21 and 2 Kings 1, 2. Read 1 Kings 17-19, 21 

and 2 Kings 1, 2.  
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1. On the lines below, tell what impressed you most about the man, Elijah. 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

… AND NOW 

THE REST OF THE STORY 

OF ELIJAH 
 

The life of Elijah can be divided into seven main stories.  These are the stories and where they 

are found in Scripture: 

 

               STORY                                                           SCRIPTURE 
 

Announcement of No Rain 1 Kings 17:1-6 

The Widow and Miracles 1 Kings 17: 7-24 

Victory on Mount Carmel 1 Kings 18:16-40 

Depression on Mount Horeb 1 Kings 19:1-18 

Naboth’s Vineyard 1 Kings 21 

Judgment of Ahaziah 2 Kings 1 

Taken to Heaven 2 Kings 2:1-12 

 

 

2. Read 1 Kings 16:29-34 and tell why Elijah told Ahab that the Lord was going to stop the rain  

(1 Kings 17:1-6). 

 _______________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________  

 

3. What miracles did Elijah do for the widow in 1 Kings 17:7-24?  

 _____________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________  

 

4. In the story of "Victory on Mount Carmel" (1 Kings 18:16-40), what was Elijah trying to  

prove? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. What is one main lesson you learned from the story of Elijah on Mount Carmel? 

(1 Kings 18:16-40) 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

6. What was the cause of Elijah's depression in 1 Kings 19:1-18?   _________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

7. How did God speak to Elijah in his depression and what did God say to encourage him?  

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

8. What do you learn about the following people in the story of Naboth's vineyard in 1 Kings 21? 

 

• Ahab   __________________________________________________________________ 

• Jezebel   _________________________________________________________________ 

• Elijah   __________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Why did God judge Ahaziah so severely in 2 Kings 1?   _______________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT ELIJAH 

1 KINGS 17:1 

" Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in 

Gilead, said to Ahab, 'As the Lord, the God 

of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be 

neither dew nor rain in the next few years 

except at my word.'" 
 

MALACHI 4:5 

 

 "See, I will send  you the prophet Elijah 

before that great and  dreadful day of the 

Lord comes." 
 

 

God has reasons for all of the instructions He’s given us, to keep our affections on 

Him. Only by a daily awareness of His loving presence can we resist the temptation 

to “construct” our lives our own way.  

 

What great gifts He has given us in His Word and His presence! 
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WHERE DO ELIJAH AND ELISHA 

FIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT? 
 

Elijah and Elisha fit near the end of the Nation section of The Story of the Israelite Nation.  They 

were prophets in the Northern Kingdom of the divided Israel.  The illustrations on these two 

pages show where Elijah and Elisha fit in the history of the Old Testament. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BEGINNING 
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Remember the dates, missing words and geographical areas. 

 

  

   

Nation  Kingdom 

  Divides 

Israel 

 

Captivity 

Return 

THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN 

Judah 

________________ 
_________________ 
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NOW WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM ELIJAH? 
 

Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Elijah: 

 

A. GOD DOES NOT SHARE WORSHIP WITH ANYONE. Many Bible commentators 

feel that Ahab did not intend to replace the worship of the Lord with Baal worship. He just 

intended to worship them both. This is called syncretism. Syncretism is trying to join two 

different worship systems together. This goes against God's very first commandment.  

Baal was a false god of the Canaanites. He was a god of rain and fertility. God does not 

share worship with any other god. Elijah was the prophet God used to fight against 

syncretism in Israel during the days of Ahab and Ahaziah. 

 

 What is the first of the Ten Commandments of God? Where do you find it in the  

Scripture? 

  _______________________________________________________________________  

  _______________________________________________________________________  

 

B. MAN SOMETIMES TRIES TO MIX RELIGIONS. Ahab tried to mix religions 

(syncretism). In this way, he thought he could keep both the people and his wife happy.  

Perhaps he even thought he could keep both God and Baal happy. Elijah asked the 

question on Mount Carmel, "How long will you waver between two opinions." There are 

many people who by this time were mixing Baal worship with the worship of God. They 

were doing this because it was the easiest, and probably the safest thing to do. 

 

 

ELIJAH AND YOU 
 

Have you seen syncretism in your area?  If "Yes"' explain your answer. 

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  
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LESSON SIXTEEN 

 

ELISHA 
 

STEPPING INTO 

THE WORLD OF ELISHA 
 

The twenty-five years of strong conflict over the 

worship of Baal and the worship of God had ended.  

Elijah had led in this fight against syncretism and Baal 

worship. When Ahab and Jezebel died, King Jehu had 

all the priests and ministers of Baal killed (2 Kings 

10:18-28). Meanwhile, Ahab and Jezebel's daughter, 

Athaliah, married the king of the Southern Kingdom.  

In an attempt to gain control of the southern throne, 

Athaliah tried to kill all the descendants of David. 

 

As a divided nation, both the north and the south were 

growing weaker. They were weak in their economy, 

their military and their worship.  Baal worship had been 

stopped in the north, but there were still other false 

religions. This was the world of Elisha. He, like Elijah, 

ministered to the Northern Kingdom. 

 

1. Read 1 Kings 19:19-21. What do you learn about Elisha from this story of his calling? 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

… AND NOW 

THE REST OF THE STORY 

OF ELISHA 
 

In the Bible study course, The Big Picture, the Old Testament is divided into two main stories, 

the story of the Beginning and the story of the Israelite nation.  Each of these main stories is then 

divided into five parts.  On the next page are the two main stories, their parts and where Elijah 

and Elisha fit into these stories. 
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oldold 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elisha was a man of miracles. There are twice as many miracles attributed to him as there are to 

Elijah. Read the following verses and tell what miracle Elisha performed.   

 

2. 2 Kings 2:1-14_______________________________________________________________  

3. 2 Kings 2:19-22 ______________________________________________________________  

4. 2 Kings 2:23-25 ______________________________________________________________  

5. 2 Kings 3:15-26 ______________________________________________________________  

6. 2 Kings 4:1-7 ________________________________________________________________  

7. 2 Kings 4:14-17 ______________________________________________________________  

8. 2 Kings 4:32-37 ______________________________________________________________  

9. 2 Kings 4:38-41 ______________________________________________________________  

10. 2 Kings 4:42-44 _____________________________________________________________  

11. 2 Kings 5:1-19 ______________________________________________________________  

13. 2 Kings 5:19-27 _____________________________________________________________  

14. 2 Kings 6:1-6 _______________________________________________________________  

15. 2 Kings 6:8-14 ______________________________________________________________  

16. 2 Kings 6:15-17 _____________________________________________________________  

17. 2 Kings 6:18-23 _____________________________________________________________  

  

The Beginning Israelite Children 

  

Of Spirits Their Forefathers 

Of Creation Their Worship 

Of Sin Their Nation  

(Elijah) 

  (Elisha) 

Of Rainbow Their Captivity 

Of Nations Their Return 

 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT 
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18. Read 2 Kings 7-9, 13 and briefly describe this time period. 

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 
WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM ELISHA? 

 
Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Elisha: 

 

A. GOD PERFORMS MIRACLES.  A miracle is God overriding a normal law of nature.  

It causes one to see God's power at work in our world.  As was mentioned in the lesson on 

Elijah, there are three main times of miracles in history.  The times are: 

 

1. The time of Moses 

 2. The time of Elijah and Elisha 

 3. The time of Jesus 

 

 While most miracles are in one of these times, it does not mean God did not, or will not, 

perform a miracle at other times.  Each of these three time periods was significant in the 

history of God revealing Himself to man.  The time of Moses was the introduction of the 

old covenant (treaty).  The time of Elijah and Elisha was a time of protecting Israel's 

covenant relationship with God.  The time of Jesus was the introduction of the new 

covenant.  So we can see that the purpose of each period of miracles was (is) to bring 

attention to a revelation from God.   
  

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT ELISHA 

1 KINGS 19:19-21   

"…Elijah went up to him (Elisha) and threw 

his cloak around him. Elisha then left his 

oxen and ran after Elijah Then he set out to 

follow Elijah and became his attendant." 

 

2 Kings 7:1 

"Elisha said 'Hear the word of the Lord.  

This is what the Lord says…'" 
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B. MAN IS FACED WITH A CHOICE WHEN CONFRONTED WITH MIRACLES.  

When a miracle takes place, people take notice. But miracles do not cause one to believe 

in God. They do cause a situation in which people are forced to choose faith, or unbelief, 

in God. It is important to know that not all miracles come from God. Satan knows man is 

impressed with miracles. God allows Satan to exercise certain powers over nature. The 

choice when faced with any miracle is belief or unbelief in God. 

 

 

19. Read 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 and Revelations 13:11-14.  According to these verses, what is  

the purpose of the miracles of Satan? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

 
 

ELISHA AND YOU 
 

If you saw a great miracle, like a person healed of a disease, or something float into the air, or 

fire come down from heaven, how would you know if it was a miracle of God, or not? 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  
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LESSON SEVENTEEN     

 

JONAH 
 

STEPPING INTO 

THE WORLD OF JONAH 
 

After Elisha died, Israel enjoyed a time of growth and 

prosperity. After many bleak years things finally looked good 

again. Jeroboam II became king of Israel. During this time 

the nation of Assyria began to weaken. Assyria had been a 

very powerful nation. Their cruelty to the people they had 

captured was widely known. Jeroboam II took the 

opportunity of Assyria's weakness to restore Israel's northern 

borders. Israel began to feel good about herself once again.  

The pressure of Assyria was down. Israel's feelings of 

nationalism were up. As to their religion, Israel focused once 

again on the fact that Israel was God's chosen nation. They 

looked forward to God judging the other nations while blessing their own. It does not take much 

imagination to see Israel's thinking. She was not greatly interested in reaching out in love to the 

nations around her with the good news of the coming Messiah. This was the world in which 

Jonah lived. 

 

… AND JUST WHO IS JONAH? 
 

Jonah means "dove". He was a prophet to the Northern Kingdom during the reign of King 

Jeroboam II. He is most known as the man who was swallowed by a big fish. God had told him 

to go to Nineveh, the capital city of Assyria and preach there. Jonah did not want to go. It was 

while he was running away from this assignment that a fish swallowed Jonah. His story is found 

in the book of Jonah. 

 

1. Read 2 Kings 14:23-29.  What do these verses tell you about the following people? 

 

Jonah ______________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

Jeroboam __________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________   
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….AND NOW 

THE REST OF THE STORY 

OF JONAH 
 

2. Read in a Bible dictionary the section on the book of Jonah.  Tell one thing you learned  

from this reading. 

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 

3. Read the book of Jonah. Give each of the four chapters of Jonah a title. You may think 

of your own titles, or you may use the titles given in a study Bible. 

 

➢ Title of Chapter One: ________________________________________________________  

➢ Title of Chapter Two: ________________________________________________________   

➢ Title of Chapter Three: _______________________________________________________  

➢ Title of Chapter Four: ________________________________________________________  

 

4. From your reading of Jonah and your knowledge of the background of Jonah (see the  

"Stepping into the World of Jonah" section), why do you think Jonah did not want to go to  

Nineveh? 

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

1.  
 

 

 

 

 

  

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS 

ABOUT JONAH 

“For as Jonah was three days and three 

nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son 

of Man will be three days and nights in the 

heart of the earth.” 

Matthew 12:40 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://pixshark.com/dark-ocean-storm.htm&ei=uFbuVLTuI8iyoQT58YCoCA&bvm=bv.87073126,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNGne7g4J3kRRWruIuZZJ_z1s0Pa5Q&ust=1424992268287582
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5. From Jonah 1, what do you learn about the following persons? 

• Jonah  ____________________________________________________________________  

• The Lord __________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________  

6. From Jonah 3, what do you learn about the following persons? 

• The King of Nineveh   _______________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________  

• Jonah ____________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________  

• The Lord __________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________   

7. From Jonah 4, what do you learn about the following persons? 

• Jonah ____________________________________________________________________  

• The Lord ______ ____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jonah 1:1 

"The word of the Lord came to Jonah son 

of Amittai: 'Go to the great city of 

Nineveh and preach against it, because 

its wickedness has come up against it. '" 

Jonah found God’s glory during his time in the ocean’s depths. He rebelled against God 

and ended up in a fish’s stomach, overcome by his sin. There, Jonah cried to God: “You 

cast me into the deep . . . . The waters surrounded me, even to my soul” (Jonah 2:3,5 nkjv). 

Despite his situation, Jonah said, “I remembered you, Lord, and my prayer rose to you” (v. 

7). God heard his prayer and caused the fish to free him. 

Although sin creates distance between God and us, we can look up from the lowest points 

in our lives and see Him—His holiness, goodness, and grace. If we turn away from our sin 

and confess it to God, He will forgive us. God answers prayers from the anywhere. 
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WHERE DO JONAH AND JEREMIAH 

FIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT? 

Jonah and Jeremiah are near the very end of the Nation section of The Story of the Israelite 

Nation. Jonah was a prophet to the Northern Kingdom. He, also, was sent to the capital city of 

Assyria. Jeremiah was a prophet to the Southern Kingdom. He told the people they would be 

taken captive by the Babylonians. The illustrations on these two pages show where Jonah and 

Jeremiah fit in the history of the Old Testament. 
 

             

           

           

           

           

           

           

             

             

         

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BEGINNING 
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Remember to fill in the dates, missing words and geographical areas. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nation 

 

Return 

Captivity 

THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN 
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WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM JONAH? 
 

 

Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Jonah: 

 

 

    A. GOD IS INTERESTED IN ALL NATIONS. In the days of Jonah, Israel had forgotten 

this truth. In fact, there are many times when Israel forgot this. Each time they focused on 

themselves. They thought they were a special people as a nation. They thought they were 

special in God's eyes. They thought God liked them better than the other nations. They 

forgot that God chose them, not because they were any better, but for the purpose of 

reaching other nations. Since the beginning of the world, God has been interested in all 

peoples. It has always been His desire that all nations know the true God.  

 

Read Genesis 22:18, Isaiah 49:6 and Revelation 14:6.  What common thought is in all these 

 verses? 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

    B. MAN HAS A PART IN TAKING GOD'S MESSAGE TO OTHER NATIONS. God 

wants all nations to know and worship Him. In fact, this is why He chose Israel. Israel was 

to worship God. Through that worship, other nations were to be drawn to the true Creator 

of the world. Jonah was sent by God to preach to Nineveh. God uses man to take His 

message to the nations. This is a great responsibility for God's people. They must never, 

like Israel, think that they are better than people who do not know God. 

 

Read Acts 1:8.  Where does God want His witnesses to go?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

JONAH AND YOU 
 

What part do you have in sharing God's message with people of other nations? 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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LESSON EIGHTEEN    

 

JEREMIAH 
 

STEPPING INTO THE WORLD OF JEREMIAH 
 

Suppose you had some inside information.  

Suppose you knew that a powerful nation was 

going to take your people captive. And then 

suppose you had been called by God to tell your 

people this news. Imagine what it would be like if 

your people did not believe you. Such was the 

world of Jeremiah. The nations of Assyria and 

Babylon were fighting for power. With their 

attention on each other, there was less pressure on 

Israel and Judah. Israel and Judah were going 

downhill -- both morally and spiritually.  

Eventually, Babylon overtook Assyria. Babylon 

then began to take over other nations. Israel and 

Judah were once again in danger. Because of Judah's sins, God was going to use Babylon to take 

Judah into captivity. God sent several prophets to warn the people. Judah refused to listen to 

these men of God. They did not believe God would let them be taken captive. 

 

 

… AND JUST WHO IS JEREMIAH? 
 

The name Jeremiah may mean "God throws." He was a prophet of God to the people of Judah.  

His message was not popular. He was called by God to tell the people of Judah that God was 

going to judge them. God would judge them by having Babylon overtake them as a nation. This 

was unthinkable to Judah. They did not believe God would allow His chosen people to be taken 

captive by an ungodly nation like Babylon. Needless to say, this made Jeremiah a most 

unpopular prophet. His story is found in the book of Jeremiah. 

 

Jeremiah gave messages to Judah from 627 BC until the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC. He 

gave God's final words of warning to a nation determined not to listen. The last 20 years he 

called on Judah to give in to Babylon. His warnings were rejected. He was viewed as a traitor.   

 

1. What do you think were some of the emotions Jeremiah had to deal with during his ministry? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  
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… AND NOW 

THE REST OF THE STORY 

OF JEREMIAH 
 

In the Bible study course, The Big Picture, the Old Testament is divided into two main stories, 

the story of the Beginning and the story of the Israelite nation. Each of these main stories is then 

divided into five parts. Below are the two main stories, their parts and where Jonah and Jeremiah 

fit into these stories. 
     

 

2. Read Jeremiah 1. What do you learn from 1:4-5? ____________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Read the following verses. Briefly describe Jeremiah's object lesson and the message of that  

object lesson. 

 

• Jeremiah 13:1-11   _________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Jeremiah 18:1-12   _________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

THE OLD TESTAMENT 

 

The Beginning  The Israelite Children 

 

Of Spirits  Their Forefathers 

Of Creation  Their Worship 

Of Sin   Their Nation 

(Jonah) 

     (Jeremiah) 

Of Rainbow  Their Captivity 

Of Nations   Their Return 
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• Jeremiah 24:1-10   _________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________________________ 

• Jeremiah 32:1-15  _________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________  

 

4. Read the following verses and tell what difficulties Jeremiah faced. 

• Jeremiah 18:18      ______________________________________________________ 

• Jeremiah 26:7-11   ______________________________________________________ 

• Jeremiah 36-1-32   _____________________________________________________ 

• Jeremiah 37:1-16   ______________________________________________________ 

• Jeremiah 38:1-6    ______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Read Jeremiah 25:1-14.  How long did Jeremiah predict Judah would be in captivity to  

Babylon?  

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
  

WHAT THE 

BIBLE 

SAYS 

ABOUT 

JEREMIAH 

“The word of the Lord came to me saying, ‘Before I 

formed you in the womb I knew you, before you 

were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a 

prophet to the nations.’ “ 
Jeremiah 1:4,5 

“Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, ‘This is what the 

Lord God Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘If you 

surrender to…Babylon, your life will be spared, 

…but if you will not surrender…this city will be 

handed over…and they will burn it down.’” 
Jeremiah 38:17-18 
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WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM JEREMIAH? 

 

Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Jeremiah: 

     

A. GOD MAKES TREATIES WITH MAN.  God has made a number of treaties (covenants)  

with man.  Some have been unconditional.  In these treaties, man does not have to do 

anything.  He merely enjoys the promise of God.  In other treaties, God has made promises, 

but man must obey in order to enjoy the promises.  These are called conditional treaties.  God 

made one of these conditional treaties with Israel through Moses.  God made promises.  He 

would keep His word IF Israel obeyed and kept their part of the treaty (See Exodus 16:3-8). 

 

    

B. MAN DOES NOT KEEP HIS PART OF TREATIES WITH GOD.  Throughout the book  

of Jeremiah you read of Israel and Judah breaking their part of the treaty God made with them 

on Mount Sinai.  They did not obey God.  They did not keep His commandments.  They were 

not faithful. 

 

Read Hebrews 8. There was something wrong with the old covenant. It was the fault of  

the people (Hebrews 8:7, 8). They did not obey. Hebrews 8:6 says this new covenant 

has "better promises". According to Hebrews 8:10-12, what are the better promises? 

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

JEREMIAH AND YOU 
 

Through what kind of treaty have you come to God – conditional, or unconditional?  

Explain your answer. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
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LESSON NINETEEN     

 

DANIEL 
 

STEPPING INTO 

THE WORLD OF DANIEL 
 

Imagine yourself – sixteen years old, separated from your family 

and put into a foreign residential school. Your teachers give you a 

new name, after their gods. They try to change your diet. They 

teach you a new language.  They try to change your customs and 

ways of living. All this is to get you to lose your identification with 

your past and your people. They want you to let go of your heritage 

– of your spiritual roots. Imagine how you feel. Such was the world 

of Daniel. 

 

The prophets had been saying it for years. Now it had come to pass. Babylon had overtaken 

Judah. The Assyrians had taken the people in the Northern Kingdom captive some 135 years 

earlier. Since then, Babylon had overtaken Assyria. Now the Babylonian army demolished the 

city of Jerusalem and took the captives back to Babylon. 
 

… AND JUST 

WHO IS DANIEL? 
 

Daniel means "God is my judge." He was born into a noble family in the southern kingdom of 

the divided Israel. He was taken captive when the Babylonians overthrew Judah. Daniel was 

about sixteen years old when he was taken to Babylon. There he was given three years of 

training in the best of their schools. They changed his name to Belshazzar in honor of one of 

their gods. He was given a high position in the Babylonian government. His story is found in the 

book of Daniel. 

 

1. Read Daniel 1:1-5 and tell what you learn about Daniel from these verses.   

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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… AND NOW 

THE REST OF THE STORY 

OF DANIEL 

 
2. Read Daniel 1:6-21. Remember that Daniel was about sixteen years old at this time. He  

"resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine." (Daniel 1:8). What does this tell  

you about Daniel? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

(NOTE:  Daniel considered the royal food not good for a worshiper of God to eat.  

He knew that part of it had been offered to Babylonian idols. The wine had been 

offered to false gods, also. Some of the meat was from animals God had forbidden 

the Israelites to eat. Other animals had not been prepared in the way given by God 

at Mount Sinai.) 

 

 

Daniel was a prophet who saw many things that were going to happen in the world. Many of the 

events he told about have yet to happen. At a time when the Israelites had little hope, Daniel told 

of God's power and plans for the future. Here is a brief look at some of the dreams, visions and 

interpretations of Daniel that speak of future events. 

 

 

• Chapter 2. Daniel interprets King Nebuchadnezzar's dream of future world empires. The 

statue pictured the new Babylonian, the Medo-Persian, the Greek and Roman empires. 

 

 

• Chapter 7. Daniel dreams of four beasts that represent successive world empires. The lion 

pictures the new Babylonian Empire. The bear pictures Persia. The leopard pictures Greece 

and the fourth, unnamed, beast pictures Rome. 

 

 

• Chapter 8. Daniel dreams of a ram and a goat. The ram pictures Medo-Persia, the goat 

pictures Greece. 

 

 

• Chapters 9-12. These chapters tell about the time of the Messiah's coming, the future of 

Israel, a time of great trouble and a time of blessing and resurrection. 
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What do you learn about Daniel in each of the following chapters?   

  

3. Chapter 4  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

4. Chapter 5   ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

5. Chapter 6   ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 

 (Note:  Daniel was more than 80 years old when he was put in the lion's den.  

He had spent most of his life in captivity. Yet he remained true to God. His 

Babylonian captors tried to cause Daniel to lose his Jewish identification.  

They changed his name, tried to change his diet, and taught him a new 

language. Through it all, Daniel did not lose his identification with God.) 
 

        

  

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS  

ABOUT DANIEL: 

“But Daniel resolved not to defile 

himself with the royal  

food and wine.” 
Daniel 1:8 

“The king talked with them and he found none equal to Daniel, 

Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s 

service. In every matter of wisdom and understanding about 

which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better 

than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom. 
Daniel 1:19,20 
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   WHERE DO DANIEL AND NEHEMIAH 

FIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT? 
 

Daniel fits in the Captivity section, while Nehemiah fits in the Return section of The 

Story of the Israelite Children. Daniel was one of the Israelites taken captive by the 

Babylonians. Nehemiah led a group of Israelites back home to rebuild the walls of 

Jerusalem. The illustration on these two pages shows where Daniel and Nehemiah fit in 

the history of the Old Testament. 

 
      

     

     

     

       

       

       

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

           

THE BEGINNING 
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Remember to fill in the dates, missing words and geographical areas. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN 

______________________ 

______________________ 
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WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM DANIEL? 
 

Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Daniel: 

 

    A. GOD PROTECTS HIS PEOPLE. This means He shields His people from harm, or 

danger. It means He shelters, guards and defends His people. Daniel is a good example of 

God's protection. 

 

From reading the stories of Daniel, list the times when you noticed God's protection on  

Daniel. 

  ________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In your look at "Chief People" of the Old Testament, you have seen times when it appeared 

God was not protecting His people. God did allow His people to be taken captive. There 

were other times when He allowed them to be defeated in battle. In these cases, God was 

still protecting His people. He was working to keep them from greater harm, or danger.  

(See Hebrews 12:4-13) 

 

     B. MAN IS IN A SPIRITUAL BATTLE.  Read Daniel 10. Daniel saw an angel. This angel 

told him how he had been fighting with an evil spirit for twenty-one days. Another more 

powerful angel, Michael, finally came to help this angel in his struggle. All this was in 

response to a prayer of Daniel. Amazing!  Since the creation of the world man has been in 

the middle of a spiritual battle between God and Satan. This battle involves good angels 

and evil spirits. This battle is over the lives of men and women. (See Ephesians 6:10-18) 
 

 

DANIEL AND YOU 
 

 

In what ways have you experienced God's protection in your life? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In what ways have you seen the spiritual battle in your life? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

CHIEF PEOPLE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 111 LESSON TWENTY 

  NEHEMIAH 

LESSON TWENTY 

 

NEHEMIAH 
 

STEPPING INTO 

THE WORLD OF NEHEMIAH 
 

Suppose you and your extended family move to a 

big city. After a while, part of the family moves back 

to the country. For years, you are separated from 

these relatives. You do very well in the city. In fact, 

you become a very influential public servant in 

government. Then one year you receive word 

concerning your extended family "back home." They 

are not doing well. They are very poor. Neighboring 

tribes are trying to take over their land. You feel 

deeply moved. You want to do something to help 

them. You decide to go back home. Such was the 

world of Nehemiah. 

 

Persia had overtaken Babylon. When King Cyrus of Persia conquered Babylon, he 

allowed Jewish captives to go back to their land. Many chose to stay, but others returned 

home. Back home, things did not go well. They faced poverty and persecution. 
 

 

 

… AND JUST WHO IS NEHEMIAH? 
 

Nehemiah means "The Lord comforts." He was a Jew whose family did not return to the 

homeland. The year was 446 BC. It had been almost 100 years since the first Jews had 

returned home. Nehemiah had achieved a high position. He was cupbearer to the king. He 

received word that things were not going well in his homeland and decided to do 

something about it. His story is found in the book of Nehemiah. 

 

When Israel entered their Promised Land God told them they would be "uprooted from 

the land you are entering." (Deuteronomy 28:63) This would be because of their 

disobedience and worship of idols. Jeremiah predicted captivity and lived to see it. Daniel 

lived through it. During captivity Israel was separated from the Temple and its religious 

ritual. They focused instead, on God's Word. After 70 years they returned home. 

Captivity was over and so was idolatry. Israel never again was attracted to idolatry. 
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…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AND NOW 

THE REST OF THE STORY 

OF NEHEMIAH 

 
In the Bible study course, The Big Picture, the Old Testament is divided into two main 

stories, the story of the Beginning and the story of the Israelite nation. Each of these main 

stories is then divided into five parts. Below are the two main stories, their parts and 

where Daniel and Nehemiah fit into these stories. Nehemiah is known for his abilities as 

a leader. He is a good example of a godly leader.  

 

1. What qualities of leadership do you find in Nehemiah in the following sections of  

Scripture? 

 

• Nehemiah Ch. 1   ____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

•  Nehemiah 2:1-10   ___________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

• Nehemiah 2:11-20   ___________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

  

The Beginning The Israelite Children 

  
Of Spirits Their Forefathers 

Of Creation Their Worship 

Of Sin Their Nation (Jonah) 

                      (Jeremiah) 

Of Rainbow Their Captivity 

Of Nations Their Return 

OLD TESTAMENT 
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Nehemiah wanted to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. This city was the spiritual and 

political center of Judah. Without walls, Jerusalem was open to attack. A wall was 

essential for the restoration of Jerusalem and Judah as a nation. This is why there was 

opposition to the rebuilding of the wall. Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem did not want 

Judah to be strong as a nation again.  

 

2. Read Nehemiah 4 and 6 and tell how Nehemiah dealt with this opposition. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Also, Nehemiah faced problems from his own people. Read chapter 5 and tell what the  

problem was and what Nehemiah did to solve it. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Nehemiah accomplished his purpose. He rebuilt the wall around Jerusalem. Under his 

leadership, this was accomplished in fifty-two days. Remember that there had been Jews 

back in the land for almost one hundred years. During all that time the walls had 

remained in ruins. Now in less than two months, Nehemiah had, in the face of much 

opposition, rebuilt the wall. 

 

 

4.  Read Nehemiah 1:5-11, 2:4-5, 6:9, 14. After reading these verses, tell why you think 

Nehemiah was such a success. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
  

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT 

NEHEMIAH: 

NEHEMIAH 1:1-4 

“The words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah: …one of my brothers came from  

Judah with some other men and I questioned them about the Jewish remnant 

that survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem. They said to me, ‘Those who 

survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. 

The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire.’ 

When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and 

fasted and prayed before the God of heaven.” 
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WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM NEHEMIAH? 
 

 

Here are two important truths you can learn from the story of Nehemiah: 

 

       

 A. GOD DOES NOT GIVE UP ON MAN. After Adam and Eve sinned, God could 

have given up on man. He could have started over. When Israel continued to sin in 

the wilderness, God could have given up on them. When Israel entered the 

Promised Land and followed the pagan religions of their neighbors, God could have 

given up on them. When Israel refused to listen to the prophets, He could have 

given up on them. Once Israel and Judah were in captivity; he could have left them 

there. But God does not give up on man. He did not give up on Israel. He brought 

them back to their homeland. He worked through Nehemiah to restore not only a 

wall, but also hope – hope in the love and care of Almighty God. God did not, and 

has not, given up on Israel. He will once again deal with them as a nation in the end 

times. 

 

   

 

    B. MAN SHOULD NOT GIVE UP ON GOD.  The Jews who were taken into 

captivity must have been shocked. Here they were God's chosen people, being led 

away as prisoners.  Their "Promised Land" was behind them. They must have asked 

many times, "Where is God? Has he forgotten us? Has He given up on us?" Then 

came that great day when they were allowed to return home. What a day that must 

have been. But the rejoicing was short-lived. Back in the land, things were not the 

same. Their cities were in ruin. The temple was gone. They were poor. They were 

weak. Again, "Where is God?  Has He given up on us?"  Nehemiah is a good 

example of one who did not give up on God. He depended upon God.  He prayed 

for God's guidance, direction and help. Then he worked. He did the work he knew 

God had called him to do. 
  

Nehemiah accomplished great things for his people because he asked 

great things of a great God and relied on Him. 

 

 May God open our eyes to the needs of those around us, and may He 

help us to become passionate and creative problem-solvers  

who bless others. 
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NEHEMIAH AND YOU 
 

 

Have there been times when you felt God had given up on you?   Explain. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

How do you know God has not given up on you? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

  

“…Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we 

will no longer be in disgrace.” I also told them about the 

gracious hand of my God upon me and what the king 

had said to me.  Nehemiah 2:17,18 
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FINAL TEST 
 

Take this test if you are taking this course for credit. When you have finished the test 

send, fax or scan & email it to the Native Bible Centre for correction. We will keep a 

transcript of your grades at the Centre. Even if you are not taking Chief People for credit, 

it would help you review if you take the test. 
 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _______________________________________________________________ 

Phone:___________________ E-mail: _______________________________________ 

 

1. Circle the two main stories of the Old Testament.    

 The Story of the Beginning   The Story of Noah 

 The Story of Sacrifices   The Story of Captivity 

              The Story of the Israelite Children 

2. Which of the two main stories of the Old Testament takes up the most pages of the Old  

Testament? 

      ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Name the twenty people studied in Chief People of the Old Testament in the order you 

studied them. 

 

 1. ______________________________   11. _______________________________ 

 2. ______________________________   12. _______________________________ 

 3. ______________________________   13. _______________________________ 

 4. ______________________________   14. _______________________________ 

 5. ______________________________   15. _______________________________ 

 6. ______________________________   16. _______________________________ 

 7. ______________________________   17. _______________________________ 

 8. ______________________________      18. _______________________________ 

 9. ______________________________    19. _______________________________ 

  10. ______________________________    20. _______________________________ 
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4. Choose three of the Chief People you studied.  On the lines below, write a brief 

explanation of who each person is, what he/she did and what you learned from their 

lives. 

 

     Person #1  _____________________________________________________________ 

      _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

   _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

     Person #2  _____________________________________________________________ 

      _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

     Person #3  _____________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

   _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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5. As you think back over the whole study of Chief People, what is one main thing God  

has taught you? 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What is one main thing you learned about God from your study of Chief People? 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

     

7. What is one main thing you learned about man from your study of Chief People? 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What is one main thing you learned about the Israelite nation from your study of  

Chief People? 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Write one (brief) thing that you remember about each of the individuals given below. 

❖ Solomon  _____________________________________________________________ 

❖ Adam & Eve  _________________________________________________________ 

❖ Elisha  _______________________________________________________________ 
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❖ Noah  ________________________________________________________________ 

❖ Nehemiah  ____________________________________________________________ 

❖ Jeremiah  _____________________________________________________________ 

❖ Abraham  _____________________________________________________________ 

❖ Moses  _______________________________________________________________ 

❖ Joseph  _______________________________________________________________ 

❖ Aaron  _______________________________________________________________ 

❖ Samuel  ______________________________________________________________ 

❖ Elijah  _______________________________________________________________ 

❖ Rehoboam  ___________________________________________________________ 

❖ Jonah  _______________________________________________________________ 

❖ Daniel  _______________________________________________________________ 

❖ Samson  ______________________________________________________________ 

❖ Joshua  _______________________________________________________________ 

❖ Saul  ________________________________________________________________ 

❖ Ruth  ________________________________________________________________ 

❖ David  _______________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What is the missing word in the Story of the Israelite Children? 

 Forefathers 

 Worship 

 Nation 

   ____________________________________________________________________ 

 Return 

When completed, hand in to your leader, or send, or scan & email to: 

Native Bible Centre 

5513 Silverthorn Road 

Olds, AB T4H 1C3 

 

info@nativebiblecentre.org 
 

(Cost for course credit is $5.00) 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE LEADER'S GUIDE 
 

An important part of the Christian life is passing on what you have learned. This 

LEADER'S GUIDE section has been written to help you take someone through this 

course.   

 

Using the LEADER'S GUIDE, you can lead another person through the study. You do 

not need to teach the lessons. The workbook has been written to do that for you. You will 

see if the student has learned the main points. You will review some of the material and 

be available for any questions. You will also want to talk about how the lesson applies to 

life.  

 

You should meet once a week to go over the lessons. It should take you ten weeks to 

finish this course. If you have any questions, the study leader who led you through this 

course should be available to help you. 

 

The LEADER'S GUIDE is on the following page. You use the same guide for each 

lesson.  

 

 
 

 

          

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

And the things you have heard me say 

in the presence of many witnesses 

entrust to reliable men 

who will also be qualified to teach others. 

 

2 Timothy 2:2 
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    LEADER'S GUIDE      
 

 

1.  PRAYER  -- Begin with prayer. Ask God to help you understand the lesson. Pray for 

any specific prayer requests your students may have.  

 

 

2.  CHECK – Check to see what the student learned concerning the individual studied.  

Do this by giving a written, or verbal, quiz. Make up your own quiz from the material 

in the lesson. 

 

 

3.  ASK – Ask the student if he/she has any questions about the lesson. Answer the 

questions. If you do not know the answer – tell him/her that you do not know, but you 

will try and find the answer by the next meeting. You can ask the person who helped 

you through this course to help you with these questions. 

 

 

4.  REVIEW – Review any of the teachings you feel need special emphasis. 

 

 

5. PREPARE – Prepare for the next week's lesson by briefly introducing the person 

     to be studied the next week. 
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PRICE LIST 
 

                    NATIVE BIBLE CENTRE                        5513 Silverthorn Road                        Olds, AB   T4H 1C3 

                     Email: info@nativebiblecentre.org                    www.nativebiblecentre.org            Toll Free 1-866-70TRIBE (708-7423) 
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THE BIG PICTURE        $10.00 
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BREAKING TRAIL  (ACTS)        $12.00 

CHIEF PEOPLE OF NEW TESTAMENT        $12.00 

TOPICAL COURSES  

HELP FOR THE HOME         $10.00 

THE CHURCH         $12.00 

SPIRIT WORLD         $10.00 

NO TURNING BACK  (HEBREWS)         $12.00 

HOLY SPIRIT         $12.00 

SHOW ME (JAMES)         $12.00 

PRACTICAL COURSES  

PASS IT ON          $12.00 

DAILY POWER  (Bible reading journal for Pass It On)          $  2.00 

SHARING THE GOOD NEWS          $10.00 

HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE          $10.00 

THE ELDER AND HIS WORK          $12.00 

POWERFUL PREACHING          $10.00 

TEACHING THE NEXT GENERATION          $12.00 

ELECTIVE COURSES  

THE GRIEVING INDIAN  (TEXTBOOK)          $  5.00 

THE GRIEVING INDIAN   (WORKBOOK)          $  5.00 

THE NEW TESTAMENT TRAIL          $12.00 
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FAMILY LIFE (3 CD’S)           $  6.00 

FAMILY LIFE (WORKBOOK)           $  5.00 

FIRST CORINTHIANS  (5 CD’S)           $  8.00 

FIRST CORINTHIANS  (WORKBOOK)           $  5.00 

MINISTRY TOOLS  

TRAINING LEADERS THROUGH T.R.I.B.E. (Study Leader Guide)           $  5.00 

WHICH WAY (Evangelistic 4-Lesson Course) Non-Credit           $  5.00 

52 OBJECT LESSONS (Use Objects to Teach God’s Truth)           $  5.00 

  

COURSE CREDIT FEE            $  5.00 
 

• To place an order, please contact us by mail, email or phone. 

• We will send you an invoice, which will include shipping charges, along with your order. 

• Upon receipt of your materials and invoice, please pay with cheque or money order by return mail. 
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