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HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 
 

The Native Bible Centre prepared this book for use in its T.R.I.B.E. program. The purpose of this 

course is to teach people to study the Bible for themselves. 

 

There are six chapters in this course. The student should try to complete one chapter each week. 

The first two chapters have Test Yourself Questions that the student should answer. The remaining 

chapters have assignments that should be completed and sent to the Native Bible Centre along with 

the final test. The student’s grade will be based on the assignments and the test. 

 

The assignments are an important part of this course. They are designed to give practice in using 

Bible study tools and applying the steps of Bible study. The student should have a Bible, a 

concordance and a Bible dictionary for this course. 

 

There is just one test for this course. Take the test after all six chapters have been completed. The 

test is included at the back of this book. 

 

The cost for credit for any T.R.I.B.E. course is five dollars. This is a required course in the 

T.R.I.B.E. diploma program. 
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GETTING READY 
 

God cannot teach us without our doing something. God feeds the birds, as Jesus said, but the birds 

work hard to get that food. God has promised to feed us on His word. Our job is to study and know 

how to study! The food is there, and we can get it! But there are four important steps of preparation 

for you to do before you study the Bible. 

 

 

1. A CLEAN LIFE 
 

If you as a Christian have sin in your life, that sin will break fellowship with God. When there is 

sin in your life the Bible says to confess that sin and God will forgive you of that sin. Before you 

begin your Bible study, make sure that your life is clean before the Lord, and others!  (1 John 1:9, 

Psalm 51:1-2, Matthew 5:23-24) 

 

 

2. PRAY FOR UNDERSTANDING 
 

Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you in your study and help you to understand God’s Word. Psalm 

119:18 says, “Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.” God has given you the 

Holy Spirit to help you know His Word. 

 

 

3. A QUIET PLACE TO STUDY 
 

There are many things to keep you from studying God’s Word. If you do not set aside time and 

find a quiet place to study, you will not get the job done. Get alone with God! 

 

 

4. WILLINGNESS TO OBEY 
 

This is why you study God’s Word. James 1:23-25 says the Bible is like a mirror. The Bible will 

show you as you really are in God’s eyes. You must be willing to obey what the Bible says. God 

wants you not only to hear the Word, but to also obey it! 
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LESSON 1 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS COURSE 
 

This course has been prepared to teach you 

how to study the Bible for yourself. It is very 

important for each and every Christian to be 

able to dig out from the Bible, the answers 

to his questions. The Bible is full of 

treasures for the person who is willing to 

work and study hard. When you were a baby 

you could not feed yourself, someone else 

had to feed you. Many Christians are similar to you when you were a baby. They cannot feed 

themselves from the Bible. These lessons have been written to teach you to feed yourself from 

God’s Word. You must be willing to study if you expect to understand the Bible. If a person gives 

you a fish, he supplies you with one meal. If that person teaches you how to fish, he has helped 

you to feed yourself for a lifetime. 

 

 

A HELPFUL STORY 
 

Some people say that the Bible does not make much sense to them. This is like 

the story of a lady named Brenda. A man wrote a book that many people were 

reading. They said that the book was very good. Brenda began to read the book, 

but soon lost interest. One day she met the man who wrote the book. She fell in 

love with him, and they got married. Then she took the book out and read it over 

and over. She really loved reading the book now. The book never meant anything 

to her until she met the one who wrote it. 
 

In the same way, the Bible will not be meaningful to you until you come to know 

the One who wrote it. The Bible is God’s Word and a person must know God 

before he can understand the Bible. Jesus is the only way to God. Through Him 

a person can know God.  

If you are not a true Christian, you need to invite Christ into your life today. 

He wants to be your Savior and Lord. 

 
 

THE BIBLE IS GOD’S WORD 
 

When you study the Bible you must remember that it is the Word of God. Everything God wanted 

you to know is in His Word.  If you want to know what God said, you must study the Bible. 
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We are told in 2 Timothy 3:16 that all Scripture is given by God. It says: 

 

"All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 

for teaching, rebuking, correcting  

and training in righteousness." 

 

You should memorize this Bible verse. It will be on your test. 

 

The word "God-breathed" is translated "inspired" in many Bible translations. The Greek word 

for inspired really means God-breathed. God breathed out the Bible. Even though God used over 

forty men to write the Bible, He guided them so that what they wrote was His Word.  

 

The Bible is God's Word from Genesis to Revelation. Every single word is God-breathed. This is 

very important since many people no longer believe the Bible is God’s Word. Some feel only 

certain parts of the Bible are inspired. You must be convinced the whole Bible is from God. 

 

 

HOW DID MAN GET THE BIBLE? 
 

Just how did the thoughts of God's mind get into written form in our present day Bibles? In this 

section you will learn how man received the Bible. The diagram below should help you understand 

this process. 

 

 
 

In Step One God made the first move. Man couldn’t really know God unless God took the first 

step to make Himself known to man. This is normally called revelation. In revelation, God makes 

truth known to man. God made His truth known to approximately forty different men. These men, 

guided by the Holy Spirit, recorded the things that God had made known to them. They wrote them 

down without any mistakes. 

 

The Second Step is also important. The first five books of the Bible were written approximately 

3,500 years ago. The only way people had of making copies was by hand. This was a long and 

hard process. 

 

The Third Step is translation. The Old Testament was originally written in the Hebrew and 

Aramaic languages. The New Testament was originally written in Greek. Translation made it 

possible for people to have a copy of the Bible in their own language. Hundreds of Bible 

translations have been, and are being made, all around the world. 

GOD

God made 
His Word 
known to 
men who 
wrote it 

down

Copying the 
scriptures

Translating Printing Man
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The Fourth Step is printing. Before the printing press it took a long time to get a copy of the Bible. 

Once the printing press was invented in the year of 1456 AD, thousands of copies could be made 

in a short amount of time. 

 

Throughout all of these steps, God was in control. Now that men have the Bible they must study 

it to learn God's truths. 

 

WHAT IS THE OLD TESTAMENT? 
 

There are thirty-nine books in the Old Testament. It is a history of the children of Israel. The Old 

Testament books were written over a period of about a thousand years by approximately 25-30 

authors. (1500-400 BC.  BC means Before Christ. Therefore, these years were before the birth of 

Christ.) Most of the Old Testament was written in Hebrew. A few small sections were written in 

Aramaic. 

Below you will find a breakdown of the books of the Old Testament into the four major sections. 

                     
LAW   HISTORY            POETRY  PROPHECY 

5 Books  12 Books  5 Books  17 Books 

 

Genesis  Joshua   Job   Isaiah 

Exodus  Judges   Psalms   Jeremiah 

Leviticus  Ruth   Proverbs  Lamentations 

Numbers  1 Samuel  Ecclesiastes  Ezekiel 

Deuteronomy  2 Samuel  Song of Solomon Daniel 

   1 Kings     Hosea 

   2 Kings     Joel 

   1 Chronicles     Amos 

   2 Chronicles     Obadiah  

   Ezra      Jonah 

   Nehemiah     Micah 

   Esther      Nahum 

         Habakkuk 

         Zephaniah 

         Haggai 

         Zechariah 

         Malachi 
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THE LAW 
 

Moses wrote the first five books of the Old Testament. They record selected highlights from the 

creation of man to the time Israel entered the land that God had promised them. 

 

 

HISTORY 
 

These twelve books can be divided into three groups. 

  

1. Joshua, Judges, Ruth – These books cover the period when the twelve Jewish tribes 

were in the land of Canaan. 

2. 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles – These books cover the rise and 

fall of the Kingdom of Israel. 

3. Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther – These books cover the captivity of Israel and Judah 

and their return to Israel. 

 

 

POETRY 
 

These five books are largely written in Hebrew poetry. They contain hymns and wise sayings. 

 

 
 

 

PROPHECY 
 

The books of prophecy record messages from God, through the prophets, to Israel, Judah and other 

nations. All of these prophets lived in the period of 900 to 400 BC. 

  

“For lo, the winter is past; 

the rain is over and gone; 

The flowers appear on the earth; 

The time of singing has come.” 

Song of Solomon 2:11 
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WHAT IS THE NEW TESTAMENT? 
 

There are twenty-seven books in the New Testament. The New Testament books can also be 

divided into four groups. 

 

 

     
 

GOSPELS  HISTORY  LETTERS  PROPHECY 

4 books  1 Book   21 Books  1 Book 

 

Matthew  Acts   Romans  Revelation 

Mark      1 Corinthians   

Luke      2 Corinthians 

John      Galatians 

      Ephesians 

      Philippians 

      Colossians 

      1 Thessalonians 

            2 Thessalonians 

1 Timothy 

                             2 Timothy 

          Titus 

          Philemon 

            Hebrews 

         James 

1 Peter 

2 Peter 

        1 John 

                 2 John 

 3 John 

   Jude 
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GOSPELS 
 

These four books give the highlights of the life of Christ and His ministry on earth. Each gospel 

writer had a different emphasis and each one wrote to a different group of people. 

 

 

HISTORY 
 

The book of Acts records the beginning and growth of the church for her first thirty years. 

 

 

LETTERS 

 

Various men wrote these books to churches, or individuals, who needed instruction. The Apostle 

Paul wrote over half of the New Testament letters. 

 

 

PROPHECY 
 

The book of Revelation explains God’s plan for the future. It describes the tribulation period and 

the events that follow. 

 

 

CHAPTERS AND VERSES 
 

When the Bible was first written there were no chapter and verse divisions. This made it difficult 

to find certain things within the sixty-six books. To make it easier to locate material in the Bible, 

chapter and verse divisions were added a number of years later. Bibles today use chapter divisions 

that originated in the year 1228. Verse divisions were added in 1560. When you see John 3:16, 

John is the book name, the number three is the chapter number and the sixteen is the verse number. 
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TEST YOURSELF QUESTIONS 
 

Do your best to answer these questions without looking back into Chapter 1. The answers to the 

Test Yourself Questions are in the back of this book. 

 

 

1. What is inspiration?  _________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

2. List the four steps, which show how man got the Bible. 

 

 
  

3. List the four major sections in the Old Testament. 

a. ____________________________ b. _________________________________ 

 c. ____________________________ d. _________________________________ 

 

 

4. List the four major sections in the New Testament. 

a. ___________________________ b. _________________________________ 

 c. ___________________________  d. _________________________________ 

 

 

5. Write out 2 Timothy 3:16. ____________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

       ________________________________________________________________________________________  
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LESSON 2 
 

FIVE REASONS TO STUDY THE BIBLE 
 

 

The Bible has been compared to a love letter: a love letter from God to His children. Every 

Christian should have a strong desire to know what God has to say. 
 

Since God speaks to His children in His Word, you will need to study the Bible to discover His 

truths. 2 Timothy 2:15 says: 
   

"Do your best to present yourself to God as one      , 

a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth." 

 

This verse shows that Christians need to work hard at studying the Bible.  

(You should memorize this verse since it will be on the test.) 
 

Today you will learn five reasons why Christians should study the Bible. There is an object for 

each reason. 

 

1. THE BIBLE HELPS CHRISTIANS GROW 
 

Peter compares the Word of God to milk. Read the verse found in 1 Peter 2:2. 

 

"Like newborn babies, 

     pure spiritual milk,  

 so that by it you may  

        in your salvation." 

 

Babies love milk, in fact, the food that babies need the most is milk. Peter compares the way babies 

crave milk to the way Christians should crave the word of God. Do you long for the Bible in that 

way? 
 

A number of years ago, I was visiting a friend who was working on a dairy farm. One of his daily 

chores was to wean the calves. Early each morning he would mix up large buckets of milk 

replacement to feed the calves from special buckets. As soon as he entered the barn the calves 

began to get excited. They would jump all over each other just to get to the milk. Christians should 

be just as excited to feed on God’s Word. 
 

Peter also gives the reason why Christians should crave milk. The reason is found in the second 

part of the verse and begins with the words, "so that." The reason Peter gives is so you may grow 

in your salvation. Babies grow physically by feeding on milk. Christians grow spiritually by 

feeding on God’s Word. You eat food daily and you also need to feed on God’s Word daily to 

grow more like Christ. 
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2. THE BIBLE GIVES CHRISTIANS GUIDANCE 
 

Life is full of choices. Every child of God must make choices in life that will please God. How 

does a person find out which paths to take in life? Read Psalm 119:105, it answers that question. 

 

 

“Your word is a      to my feet and a       for my path.” 

 

Many people and many Christians have taken the wrong 

paths in life. Many have made mistakes. The writer of 

Psalm 119:105 is saying that God’s Word will give you 

guidance in this life. The Bible is like a light and a lamp. 

 

Lamps in Old Testament times were quite different than 

the lanterns used today. Most of them were open bowls 

made of pottery large enough to hold oil for one night. 

A wick was placed in the oil and was gradually pulled 

out as it burned down. 

 

God’s Word provides the answers to life’s questions. The Bible will give you the guidance you 

need. Should you marry an unsaved person? How should a wife relate to her husband? Is abortion 

right or wrong? Is it okay to live together without being married? The Bible will give you guidance 

on all these questions and many more. 

 

A light on a dark path will help you find your way. God’s Word in a dark world will guide you 

through your problems. 

 

 

3. THE BIBLE HELPS CHRISTIANS LIVE CLEAN LIVES 
 

The world in which you live is full of temptations. Many Christians 

have fallen into sin by yielding to these pressures. How is a Christian 

to remain clean when there are so many opportunities to go wrong? 

The answer is found in Psalm 119:9.  

 

 

“How can a young man keep his way    ? 

By living according to         .” 

Sin begins in the mind. If you feed your mind the wrong things you will be setting yourself up to 

fall into temptation. The writer of Psalm 119:5 says that if you are going to remain clean and pure, 

you are going to have to live by God’s Word. If you are going to live according to the Bible then 

you must know what it says. You must read it. You must study the Bible and you must meditate 

upon God’s Word. You must memorize it.  
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I once read the following statement on the inside of a friend’s Bible. It said, "Sin will keep me 

from this Book, but this Book will keep me from sin." There is no magic involved. The Bible can 

only help you live a clean life if you fill your mind with it.  

 

In Matthew 4:1-11, when Jesus was tempted by Satan, He quoted from the Old Testament 

Scriptures. Read these verses now and see how Christ faced temptation. 

 

 

4. THE BIBLE CUTS INTO A CHRISTIAN’S  

INNERMOST THOUGHTS AND ATTITUDES 
 

When the book of Hebrews was written one of the common weapons was the sword. Soldiers had 

to have their swords sharp at all times. Some apparently had swords with a double edge. 

 

 

The writer of Hebrews compares the Bible to a double-edged sword. 

Read Hebrews 4:12. 

 

 

“For the Word of God is     and    .   

Sharper than any double-edged    , 

it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; 

it judges the     and attitudes of the heart.” 

 

 

The writer goes on to say in verse 13 that nothing is hidden from 

God’s sight. The Word of God cuts into our hidden thoughts and 

attitudes. We may hide them from others, but God’s word will reveal 

those thoughts and attitudes. Take time to think about the truth of 

Hebrews 4:12. This is a powerful truth. 
 

This verse also pictures a doctor with a very sharp knife ready to cut 

out a cancerous growth. The Word of God can cut out things in your 

life that are bad. 
 

A number of years ago a friend gave me an expensive hunting knife. 

When sharpened properly the edge would last a long time. It was a 

very effective tool when it came to skinning out a moose. God’s Word 

is like a very sharp two-edged sword. Won’t you allow God to operate 

on you? 
 

  



How to Study the Bible    LESSON 2  

   Five Reasons to Study the Bible 

18 

5. THE BIBLE EQUIPS CHRISTIANS TO SERVE GOD 

 
 

The fifth reason you should study God’s Word is because it will equip you to serve God. 

Read 2 Timothy 3:16,17 

 

 

"All scripture is      

and is useful for teaching,    ,  

correcting and training in     , so that the 

man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every        ." 

 

Notice that verse 17 begins with the words “so that.” These words show purpose. The purpose of 

the God-breathed Word is to equip Christians for every good work. If a Christian is not familiar 

with his equipment he will not be able to do an effective job. 

 

I once observed a carver while he was carving a picture on some wood. He was well acquainted 

with all the knives and tools he was using. It was obvious that he knew what he was doing. He was 

well equipped. If you are a Christian, the Bible is your main equipment. You must know it well 

if you are going to use it to help others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

The B-I-B-L-E 
Yes, that’s the book for me! 

 
I stand alone on the Word of God. 

The B-I-B-L-E 
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TEST YOURSELF QUESTIONS 

 
• List the five reasons a Christian should study the Bible and give the Scripture verse reference 

that goes with each reason.  

 

1. ___________________________________________________________________________   

    ___________________________________________________________________________   

2. ___________________________________________________________________________   

    ___________________________________________________________________________   

3. ___________________________________________________________________________   

    ___________________________________________________________________________   

4. ___________________________________________________________________________   

  ____________________________________________________________________________   

5. ___________________________________________________________________________   

  ____________________________________________________________________________   

 

• Write out 2 Timothy 2:15 from memory. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  
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LESSON 3 

 

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS 
 

 

Many jobs require tools. The right tools are necessary to 

do the best job possible. The proper tools will also make 

the job easier. A trained mechanic is helpless without his 

tools. The hunter is limited without his rifle and knife. 

 

Bible study requires tools as well. A few basic study 

tools will enable the student of the Bible to dig into 

God’s Word for hours of rewarding study. 

 

This chapter will introduce you to five Bible study tools. 

 

 

1. BIBLE 
 

If you are going to study God’s Word, you will need a Bible. Many 

people ask, "What is the best Bible to use?" Before answering that 

question, you will need to understand the difference between a 

translation and a paraphrase. 

 

A Bible translation is made from the original languages in which the 

Bible was written. The men who make a translation must know the 

Hebrew and Greek languages. When they translate, they must be as 

accurate as possible. A paraphrase is made from the English. The one 

writing the paraphrase wants to make the Bible as readable as possible. 

A translation is better for Bible interpretation, because it is more accurate to the original languages. 

 

Here is a list of Bible translations that can be used for study: 

 

New International Version (NIV) 

The NIV is a very good translation. It is very accurate and probably the most readable of 

the accurate translations. 

 

New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

The NASB is a very accurate translation. It is an excellent Bible for detailed study. It is 

not as easy to read as the NIV. 

 

King James Version (KJV) 

The KJV has been popular for a long time. It is an accurate translation, but its weak point 

is that the English is often hard to understand. It was originally translated in 1611 and the 

English language has gone through many changes since that time.  
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New King James Version (NKJV) 

There is now a New King James Version (NKJV) that attempts to remove much of the 

Old English. 

 

New Living Translation (NLT) 

The translators of the New Living Translation attempt to present the message of the 

original texts of Scripture in clear, contemporary English. 

 

New Life Bible (NLB) 

The New Life Bible is an excellent Bible for those who are limited in their English 

understanding. This Bible uses just 850 different English words. Because of this, it is 

very readable. 

 

A popular paraphrase (a restatement of a text or passage, giving the meaning in another form) is 

The Living Bible. Many Christians like to read this paraphrase along with their Bible translation. 

 

 

2. BIBLE CONCORDANCE 
 

 

A Bible concordance is a book that lists the words of the Bible 

and the verses where these words are found. Some 

concordances also include dictionaries in the back, which show 

what Hebrew or Greek word is behind the English word. 

 

Here is a list of uses for a concordance: 

 

1. The student can locate a Bible verse when he can remember 

only one part of the verse, or even just one word. 

 

2. The student can study a word by looking up all the verses, 

which include that word. 

 

3. The student can find the meaning of the word in the original 

language. 

 

The words in the concordance are listed in alphabetical order. The verses under each word are 

listed in the order in which they appear in the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. 

 

The two best concordances are Strong's Concordance and Young's Concordance. There are also 

concordances for the New International Version of the Bible and the New American Standard 

Bible. Both Strong's and Young's are based on the King James Version, but have been adapted for 

use with other versions of the Bible. Bible Concordance software is available, as well as online 

Bible Commentaries.  
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Bible Study Tools 

3. BIBLE DICTIONARY 
 

The Bible Dictionary is a book that lists the meanings of Biblical words, people, places and 

customs. It will include background material on all the books of the Bible.  

 

Here are some of the uses for a Bible dictionary. 

 

 

    1. The student can find helpful information about the people 

of the Bible. 

 

    2. The student can find information on the many  

         places of the Bible. 

 

    3. The student can find background material on all the books 

of the Bible. 

 

    4. The student can find information on the many different 

customs of the Bible times. 

 

There are many Bible dictionaries that a person can buy. Two of the best one-volume Bible 

dictionaries are: 

 

• Unger's Bible Dictionary 

• Zondervan's Pictorial Bible Dictionary 

 

 

4. BIBLE MAPS 
 

Bible maps are maps of the Bible lands and the areas where the Gospel 

spread. A Bible atlas is a book that lists all of these maps. Many Bibles 

include the most important maps. These are usually located in the back of 

the Bible. 

 

Here are some of the uses for Bible maps: 

 

• The student will be able to locate cities, mountains and rivers that are 

mentioned in the Bible. 

 

• The student will be able to discover the distances between the places in 

the Bible. 

 

The Holman Concise Bible Atlas is an excellent and inexpensive Bible atlas. 
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Bible Study Tools 

5. BIBLE COMMENTARY 
 

The Bible Commentary is a book that gives an interpretation of the Bible. 

Some commentaries  

cover one book of the Bible while others cover the whole Bible. 

 

Here are two uses of a commentary: 

 

    1. The student can find help when interpreting hard verses in the Bible. 

 

    2. The student can discover excellent background material for the 

books of the Bible. 

 

 

A Bible commentary should not be used until the student has done his own study. The student 

could get into the habit of always consulting the commentary and not doing his own work. 

 

Many commentaries come in a set of several volumes, but there are several good, single volume 

commentaries of the Bible. The most popular has been the Wycliffe Bible Commentary. 

 

There are also some good on-line helps and Bible programs that many have found useful. 
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ASSIGNMENT #1 
 

 

1. Locate the following verses: (You may use a concordance.) 

a. "Honour your father and your mother."       ____________________________________  

b. "The heavens declare the glory of God."   _____________________________________  

c. "Though he were dead, yet shall he live."  _____________________________________  

 

2. Is the word "wife" used in the book of Ephesians? If so, write down the references. 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

3. Using a Bible dictionary read about one of the following subjects.  

      Write down something you learned. 

 

a. Trumpet     c. Rahab 

      b. Crete     d. Sackcloth 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

4. Using a map of Paul's missionary journeys, locate the following places. 

 

a. Rome     d. Philippi 

      b. Corinth     e. Galatia 

      c. Crete     f. Malta 

 

      Did you find all of these places?  _______________________________________________  

 

 

If you are taking this course for credit, send in the assignment with the final test at the completion 

of the course. Send to: 

 

Native Bible Centre 

5513 Silverthorn Road 

Olds, AB T4H 1C3 

Toll Free – 1-866-70TRIBE  (708-7423) 

FAX: 250-665-8022 
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LESSON 4 
 

OBSERVATION 
 

 

THE THREE STEPS OF BIBLE STUDY 

 
 

There are three steps of Bible Study. We will use the next three lessons to learn about each one. 

In this lesson, we will learn about Step One – Observation. 

 

 

1. What does it say?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What does it mean? 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

3. What does it mean to me? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above, you see a list of the three steps of Bible study. The pictures are to help you remember what 

is involved in each step. 

? 
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In Step One, the man is observing the smoke. He is trying to make sure that he does not miss any 

of the details. 

 

In Step Two, the man is interpreting the smoke signals. Step Two is where most of the work is 

done. It is in this step that you will make use of your Bible study tools. 

 

In Step Three, the man is applying what he learned. The message from the smoke warned him that 

the boat motor was on fire, so he decided to put out the fire as quickly as possible.  

 

These are the three steps of Bible study. You will study each one fully in the upcoming lessons. In 

this chapter you will learn how to do Step One, observation. 

 

 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 

Before you begin to study one of the books of the Bible, you should first learn the historical 

background. 

 

The books of the Bible were written hundreds of years ago. Each Bible book was written for a 

certain people, at a certain time and with a specific purpose. The more you know about the 

background of the book, the easier it will be for you to understand what is written in the book. 

 

For example, if I gave you a letter to read from someone in the eastern part of Canada, you would 

be able to read it and understand some of the letter. If you actually knew the person who wrote the 

letter and his circumstances you would be able to understand more of what he says in his letter. 

 

This is also true for books of the Bible. Who was Jude? Why did Peter write his two letters? Who 

wrote Kings one and two? These questions are concerned with historical background. A Bible 

dictionary or a Bible commentary will give you this information. 

 

Here is a list of questions you should answer before you study a book of the Bible: 

 

    1. Who wrote the book? 

 

Find out who wrote the book. If you are not familiar with this person then find out all you can 

about him. You can find this information in a Bible dictionary. 

 

    2. To whom was the book written? 

 

Was this book written to Jews or to Gentiles? Was it written to a certain church?  Was it 

written to an individual? The more you know about the readers and their circumstances, the 

easier it will be for you to understand what was written to them. 
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    3. When was this book written? 

If you knew the date a book was written it would help you fit it in with the other events of the 

Bible. At different times in Bible history, different events were happening which had a direct 

effect upon the readers of the Bible books. 

 

    4. Why was this book written?  

There is a purpose for the writing of each of the books of the Bible. If you know why the book 

was written, it will help you to understand the book. Some books were written to correct false 

teaching. Others were written to challenge and warn Israel.  It’s important to know why a 

book was written. 

 

    5. What was the city or place where the readers lived? 

You will want to find out all you can about the place where the readers lived. Paul wrote to 

the church in Philippi. What was the city of Philippi like? 

 

 

 

 AN EXAMPLE  
 

Here is the historical background for 1 Corinthians.       

 

    1. Who wrote the book?   

The Apostle Paul wrote the book. He started the church on his 

second missionary journey. (Acts 18:1-17) 

 

    2. To whom was the book written?  

The book of 1 Corinthians was written to the church in Corinth. The church was made up of 

Greeks, Jews, Romans and various other peoples. 

 

    3. When was this book written?  

It was probably written in AD 57 while Paul was in Ephesus. 

 

    4. Why was this book written?  

Paul wrote 1 Corinthians to correct the problems the church was having. Some of the men in 

Corinth had come to Paul with certain questions. Paul had received other information about 

their church problems as well. He wrote this letter to try to correct these church problems. 

 

    5. What was the city of Corinth like?  

 Corinth was a port city, which meant that much trade passed through it. There was a 

population of 500,000 to 700,000 people. It was a very sinful city with prostitutes, alcoholism 

and every form of sin. This sin was creeping into the church. 

 

(The ruins of Corinth) 

NBC’s course “New Testament 
Trail” answers these questions for 

each New Testament book. 
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OBSERVATION 
 

In observation the student is asking the question, "What does it say?" Your goal in this step is to 

observe all that you can from the section of the Bible that you are studying. Proper observation is 

the foundation for good interpretation and application. 

 

How to Get Started: 
 

1. When you are involved in Bible study it is good to follow a definite course. Unless you are 

doing a topical study, it is better to start at the beginning of the book. 

 

2. If you are studying a whole book, read through the book first to get the big picture.  The more 

times you read the book the more you will understand. 

 

3. Work on one paragraph at a time. Each paragraph has one main idea. There are  

      times when you will want to study a whole chapter, but usually it is good to work on 

      one paragraph at a time. You can tie the paragraphs together later. Make sure you  

      understand how your Bible has the paragraphs marked. 

 

 

Below, you will find a list of some of the different ways Bibles mark their 

paragraph divisions. 

 

➢ Some use this { } symbol to mark paragraphs. 

➢ Some Bibles write titles in the middle of the page for each paragraph. 

➢ Some Bibles indent the first sentence of the paragraph. 

➢ Some print the verse number in darker print. 

➢ Some double-space between the paragraphs. 

 

 

 

4. Always observe with your pen or pencil in hand. You will 

want to write down all your observations. You may 

also want to underline important things you observe 

or write notes in the margins of your Bible. 
 



How to Study the Bible   LESSON 4 

  Observation 

31 

How to Observe: 
 

 Carefully read the section you have chosen to study. You must concentrate on what you are 

reading. You cannot watch a football game and try to do Bible observation at the same time. 

Don’t try to rush. 

 

 Read the passage several times. One reading is not enough to observe all the details. You may 

want to use a different translation or paraphrase to help you observe. 

 

 Picture the thoughts in your mind as you read. Put yourself with the 5,000 people whom Jesus 

fed. Imagine being one of Paul's companions on the road to Damascus in Acts 9. Picture 

yourself on the hill of Calvary during Christ's crucifixion. By picturing the thoughts in your 

mind, the Bible will come alive to you. Certain parts of the Bible will come alive to you, but 

other parts of the Bible are hard to picture, but when you can, practice this principle. 

 

What to Observe: 
 

Here is a list of things to look for when you are doing observation: 
 

1. Who are the people involved? 

2. What happened? 

3. Where does this take place? What is the setting? 

4. Look for the verbs (action words). 

5. Take note of any figures of speech. 

6. Are any words repeated? 

7. Look for any Old Testament quotes. 

8. Are there any commands? 

9. Are there any questions asked? 

          10.   Note the style of language used. Is it discourse, narrative poetry or prophecy? 

 

 

FIGURES OF SPEECH 
 

A figure of speech is a word or phrase that is used to communicate 

something other than its normal, everyday meaning. The Bible writers used 

many figures of speech. 
 

I've heard people say that they are so hungry they could eat a horse. That 

figure of speech simply means they are very hungry. The person was not 

trying to say he could eat a whole horse. I’ve heard people say they stand 

up for their rights. That does not mean they stand on their two feet to get 

their rights. It does mean that they will speak out and defend the rights they 

have.  
 

The reason why people use figures of speech is because it adds power to 

language. It is often more powerful to use a figure of speech than to say the 

same thing without using a figure of speech. 
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Here are some figures of speech from the Bible: 

 

James 3:8 - In speaking about the tongue, James says: 

“It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.” 

 

James 4:14 - In speaking about life, James says: 

“You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.” 

 

John 15:5 - Jesus said to His disciples: 

  “I am the vine; you are the branches.” 

 

Philippians 3:2 - Paul says, when speaking about false teachers: 

“Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil...” 

 

 

Often it will be easy to recognize a figure of speech. At times the words like or as, are used in 

comparison. (1 Peter 4:8 - “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 

someone to devour.”) At other times it will be more difficult to determine. Pay close attention to 

the context (the verses that come before and after the verse you are studying). This will often help 

in determining if the writer is using a figure of speech. 

 

 

 

SYMBOLS 
 

A symbol is anything that stands for a meaning in addition to 

its ordinary meaning. The cross is a symbol that is common 

today. The symbol of a fish is used for a Christian. 

 

The Bible uses symbols, too. The symbols hide truth from 

those who do not know what they mean. At times the Bible 

identifies its symbols, but at other times the Bible student must 

recognize them. 

 

 

Here are some symbols found in the Bible: 

 

 1.  Salt     4.  Lion 

 2.  Lampstand    5.  Dove 

 3.  Baptism    6.  Bread and cup 
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Keep in mind the key principle for interpreting figures of speech and symbols. When the literal 

sense gives a ridiculous picture such as a man eating a horse, then you know you have come across 

a figure of speech. 

 

 

 

When you read symbols, note the way the Bible interprets 

them. If a symbol is a natural object, note its natural 

qualities. A lamb suggests meekness. A pig suggests filth. 

Always take a close look at the context. The context helps 

in interpreting symbols. 

 

 
 

PARABLES 
 

Someone has called a parable, “An earthly story with a heavenly meaning." A parable is a story 

told to teach a spiritual truth. 

 

There are some parables in the Old Testament but most parables are found in Matthew, Mark and 

Luke. Most of the parables have three parts: 

 

 the Setting  

 the Story  

 the Application  

 

It is important to remember that parables normally have one main point. Do not make the mistake 

of trying to find the spiritual lesson in the many details, but instead, look for the central message. 

 

 

When interpreting a parable, keep the following guidelines in mind: 

 

 Take note of the story's natural lesson. The spiritual lesson will be based on that. 

 

 Try to determine why the parable was given. In Luke 10:29 a question was asked of Jesus 

which caused Him to tell the parable of the Good Samaritan. Taking note of the question 

will help you determine the main teaching of that parable. 

 

 Find the main teaching of the parable. Sometimes Jesus will summarize the  

          main thought Himself. At other times you will have to determine it from the story. 
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ASSIGNMENT #2 
 

Observe James 3:1-12. Write all the things you observe. 

If possible, you should study the background of James first. 

(Use back of sheet if needed) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  
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_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________   

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

If taking course for credit, send this page with your Final Test to: 

 

Native Bible Centre 
5513 Silverthorn Road 

Olds, AB T4H 1C3 

Toll Free 1-866-70TRIBE (708-7423) 
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LESSON 5 
 

INTERPRETATION 
 

 

In this step you are answering the question, "What does it mean?" You want to find out the 

meaning of the verse, or verses, you are studying. Remember, there is just one correct 

interpretation for each verse in the Bible. Your goal in Bible study is to discover the correct 

interpretation of God’s Word and then apply it to your life. You also need to remember that the 

Bible writers used normal language. Therefore, the words of the Bible are to be understood in their 

normal, everyday use. This is called literal interpretation. 

 

Here are some things you should do to help you to interpret. 

 

 

 

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS YOU 

WROTE DOWN DURING OBSERVATION 
 

 If any people were mentioned, look them up in your Bible Dictionary. 

 

 If any geographical places were mentioned, locate them on your Bible maps. Read  

      about them in your Bible dictionary. 

 

 If there were any words you did not know, find out their meaning.  Use your English  

      dictionary. 

 

 Use your concordance to find more information about any word that you want to  

      study. 

 

 

COMPARE CROSS-REFERENCES AND  

OLD TESTAMENT QUOTES 

   

Cross-references 
 

One feature that many Bibles have is cross-references. Many Christians fail to use this help. Cross-

references are small print references that are listed along the right and left-hand margins of the 

Bible pages. Some Bibles have their cross-references listed in a center column. Cross-references 

are very small letters, or numbers, found in the Bible verses. If you look up that letter in the side 

column, it will give you other places to find verses with that specific word or topic.  
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 AN EXAMPLE  
 

Ephesians 5:22: 

"Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord." h 
h 1 Peter 3:1  

 

Cross-references are used to lead you to the same word in another passage. The same event may 

be found in another place in the Bible, or the same idea from a different point of view. 
 

Look up Philippians 4:11 in your Bible. Is there a cross-reference beside the word ‘content’? 

Look up the cross-reference and write down the additional information that is given on 

contentment. 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

Most cross-references add something new to the passage you are studying. Look at Jonah 1:1. 

There should be a cross-reference on the word ‘Jonah’ which refers you to 2 Kings 14:25. What 

new information does this verse give you about Jonah? 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

Look up Old Testament Quotes 
 

The New Testament writers often quote from the Old Testament. It is important for the Bible 

student to look up these verses in their Old Testament setting. 
 

Take time now to read Matthew 2:6. Where is that verse found in the Old Testament? 

 
 

____________________________________               

      

Go back and read the Old Testament setting. 
 

Many people never take the time to look up Old Testament quotes. Most Bibles will list where the 

verse is found in the Old Testament. If your Bible doesn't, you can find it by using your 

concordance.   
 
 

 

Here are some ways to recognize Old Testament quotes in the New Testament: 

 
 

 Some Bibles indent the verse and write it in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS. 

 Some Bibles indent the verse and put it in “quotations”  

 Some Bibles just indent the verse. 

 Some Bibles put the verse in a different style of print. 

 
 

Matthew 2:6 Micah 5:2 
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Consider the Context 
 

Context may be a new term to you. It is a very important part of Bible study. The context of a Bible 

verse are the verses that come before and after the verse you are studying. If you ignore the verses 

that come before and after the verse you are studying, you may make a mistake in interpretation. 

 

If I heard this sentence, “Bill and Monica play checkers and Bill beats Monica,” but only repeated 

part of it, I would be taking that part out of context. It would sound like this; “Bill beats Monica.” 

That is a totally different meaning than when it was in its context. 

 

Many people take the Bible out of context. They will quote just the part of the verse they want. By 

taking the Bible out of context you can make it say things it is not really saying. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above diagram helps demonstrate context. Any sentence you study in the Bible will be found 

in a paragraph. That paragraph will be found in a chapter. That chapter will be found in a book. 

You must keep the context in mind when interpreting the Bible. 

  

PARAGRAPH 

SENTENCE 

CHAPTER 

BOOK 
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REMEMBER THAT GOD DEALT DIFFERENTLY 

WITH MANKIND AT DIFFERENT TIMES 
 

 

God did not always deal with man in the same way. In the Old Testament the Jewish people were 

to live by the law. (These were commandments given to the Jews through Moses.) In the New 

Testament, God deals with people in a different way. This must be remembered when you study 

from the Old Testament or New Testament. 

 

 

God did not reveal everything He wanted man to know in the book of Genesis. The truths 

concerning the church were not made known until the New Testament. Paul talks about some of 

these truths in the book of Ephesians. This is called the progress of revelation. God revealed more 

of His thoughts as the Bible grew. It was not until the Bible was complete that God had revealed 

the whole story. When you study the Old Testament you must keep this in mind. 

 

 

Look up Psalm 51:11 and write down what David says about the Holy Spirit. 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

Now read 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 and write what it says about the Holy Spirit. 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

These verses seem to contradict each other. You must remember that God had dealt differently 

with men at different times. The ministry of the Holy Spirit was different in the Old Testament 

and the Gospels than it is now in the church. Beginning in Acts 2 and continuing to the present 

day, the Holy Spirit indwells every Christian and will not leave him. He did not do that in the Old 

Testament. He could leave people in the Old Testament just as He left Samson. (Judges 16:20) 
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Here is a chart that shows the different times of Bible history. This will help you in  

interpretation. 

 

 

The first section includes the Old Testament and the Gospels to the resurrection of Christ. 

During these times the main group God was working with was Israel. The Old Testament is a 

history of Israel. 

 

The church did not begin until the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2. Therefore, truths for the church 

are not to be found in the Old Testament or the Gospels. The main truths for the church are 

found in Acts to Jude. 

 

Once Christ comes for the church there will be a seven-year tribulation. This is described in 

Revelation, chapters 4-19, and in some passages in the Old Testament prophets. When you study 

Revelation keep this in mind. 

 

Following the tribulation there will be a 1,000-year kingdom that is described in Revelation 20 

and in some Old Testament scriptures. When Jesus talked about the kingdom in the Gospels, He 

was often referring to this 1,000-year period. Keep that in mind when you study the Gospels. 

 

One who interprets the Bible must remember these differences. Deuteronomy will not be giving 

truths for the church. If a person does not recognize these differences certain scriptures will 

sometimes confuse him. 

 

 

NOTE THE FORM OF THE LANGUAGE BEING USED 
 

The Bible writers used several different forms of language to express their message. The Bible 

student must recognize these differences so that he can interpret properly. Here is a list of the 

different language forms. 

 

Discourse – this form of writing is used in the New Testament letters of Romans through Jude. 

It is also used in Jesus' sermons. Discourse is teaching in written form. These books were written 

to help Christians understand the gospel message and the purpose of the church in the world.  

  

OLD TESTAMENT AND   ACTS - JUDE      BOOK OF 

            GOSPELS       REVELATION 

 

 

 

ISRAEL   CHURCH                        7 YEARS OF           1000 YEAR 

                             TRIBULATON        KINGDOM 
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Discourse refers to people and places, but mainly presents facts and principles to instruct 

Christians how they should live. 

 

When you study discourse, look for the following clues that will help you to interpret: 

 

 Are any words or phrases repeated often in this passage? If there is, that is a clue of 

            what the passage is emphasizing. What do you find in 1 Corinthians 10:1-5? 
 

                           _______________________________________________________________________  

 

 Are any questions asked? If there are, look for the answer in the verses just after the 

           question. Do you find any questions and answers in 1 Corinthians 3:3-5? 
 

        _________________________________________________________________________  

        _________________________________________________________________________  

 

 Are there any problems in this passage? If so, look for the solutions in the passage.     

            Read 1 Corinthians 8:1-13. What is the problem and what is the solution?  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

 

 Are there any commands in this passage? If so, each one should be examined as a  

           separate principle. Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-19. What commands do you find? 

            _______________________________________________________________________  

            _______________________________________________________________________  

            _______________________________________________________________________  

 

 Is there a summary or conclusion in this passage? If there is, it often begins with 

           words like "therefore," "wherefore" or "so then." Look to see why the writer uses  

           these words.  Read 1 Corinthians 14-22. What conclusion does Paul make in this 

           verse? 
 

              ______________________________________________________________________  

              ______________________________________________________________________  



How to Study the Bible 43 LESSON 5 

Interpretation  

Narrative – This is probably the easiest form of writing in the Bible to interpret. Genesis 

through Esther in the Old Testament and Matthew through Acts in the New Testament are 

mostly narrative books. Parts of other books are also narratives of history. Most of the material 

we teach to children comes from these sections of the Bible. 

 

The narrative parts of the Bible have action and adventure. They tell about people, places and 

events. Bible narratives tell the true story of God's dealing with men. They have many lessons for 

Christians today. 

 

Bible narratives are interesting and when you study them you will want to find principles that you 

can apply today. 

 

Examples 

Locate these verses in your Bible and read them several times.  Then write down a principle from 

each narrative that applies to Christians today. 

  

a. Nehemiah 6:1-16   ____________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

b. John 6:1-13   ________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

Poetry - There are six poetic books in the Bible. They are:  

Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon and Lamentations. 
 

Many people find these books hard to understand. This is because Hebrew poetry is much 

different from our poetry. Hebrew poetry also uses many symbols. 

 

If you know something about who wrote the poetic passage or the situation, it will be easier to 

understand. Before you study any of the poetic books, you should study the background material. 

 

One way to study Proverbs is to trace a subject through the book. You can do that by using your 

concordance. 

 

Often Hebrew poetry will use couplets. A couplet states a principal, but it says it in two different 

ways. There is just one principle, but it is stated in two ways. 
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Read Psalm 27:1.  Note the couplet and write down the one principle in that verse. 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

Remember that the poetic books use many symbols. 

 

Read Psalm 104:4. What symbols are used?  _________________________________________  

 

This verse is quoted in Hebrews 1:7. Read it and write down what you think the symbols of 

Psalm 104:4 mean. 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

Prophecy – This is probably the most difficult type of writing in the Bible. In prophecy, God 

often speaks directly to men. At times the message is given to the Bible writer in a vision.  

 

God chose to use much symbolism in the things he revealed to the prophets. The symbols were 

common to the prophets, but may seem quite different to you since you live at a different time and 

in a different culture. 

 

Some of the prophetic scriptures have already been fulfilled. (Prophecy was the ability to tell about 

future events.) Some prophecies were partly fulfilled in the past, but still have some things to 

happen in the future. Other prophecies are still completely in the future. 

 

There are seventeen prophetic books in the Old Testament. Revelation is the only book of prophecy 

in the New Testament, but parts of other books contain prophecy. (Matthew 24, 25; 1 Corinthians 

15; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12.) 

 

 

Most of the books of prophecy also contain 

narrative sections. These should be studied 

just like all narrative passages. 

 

Understanding the background of the books 

of prophecy will help in interpretation. 

 

 

Read Revelation 1:9-20 and identify the two following symbols. 

 

Seven stars   __________________________________________________________________  

Seven lamp stands   _____________________________________________________________  
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ASSIGNMENT #3 
 

1. In the last chapter you observed James 3:1-12. Use your tools (Lesson 3) to answer the questions 

and define the words you wrote down. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  
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1. Read 2 Corinthians 9:6 without looking at the context. Write down what you think it means. 

      __________________________________________________________________________  

 

2. Now read 2 Corinthians 9:1-8 and write down what verse six means. 

      __________________________________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

 

3. What is the context talking about? 

      __________________________________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

 

4. Find an example from the Bible of each of the following language forms: 

 

➢ Discourse:   ________________________________________________________________  

➢ Narrative:   ________________________________________________________________  

➢ Poetry:       _________________________________________________________________  

➢ Prophecy:   ________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

Send, fax, or scan & email this assignment to: 

 

NATIVE BIBLE CENTRE 

5513 Silverthorn Road 

Olds, AB T4H 1C3 

 

Toll Free 1-866-70TRIBE  (708-7423) 

info@nativebiblecentre.org 

 

(All assignments can be sent to NBC with the Final Test) 
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LESSON 6 

APPLICATION -  
HOW TO STUDY A BIBLE SUBJECT 

 

 

Application answers the question, "What does it mean to me?"  

Application is putting God’s Word into action. God wants to change you 

through His Word, but you must be willing to obey what the Bible says. 

 

The following questions will help you apply the Bible to your life. Ask 

yourself these questions once you have done the steps of observation and 

interpretation. 

 

➢ What sin does this passage point out in my life? Is there a sin in this 

passage for me to avoid? Read James 3:1-10 and answer these questions. 

____________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________  

 

➢ Is there a command for me to obey? Read Ephesians 5:22-26 for the answer: 

      __________________________________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

 

➢ Is there an example to follow? Read 1 Samuel 17:41-50. 

      __________________________________________________________________________  

 

➢ Is there a promise for me to claim?  Find the answer in Matthew 28:19-20. 

      __________________________________________________________________________  

 

➢ Is there an attitude for me to change? Philippians 4:6-7. 

      __________________________________________________________________________  

 

➢ What does the scripture teach me about God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit?  

      1 Corinthians 6:19-20. 

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________  
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There are many other questions you could ask.  The key is to be willing to obey the things that 

God shows you from His Word. Always ask the question, “What lessons for life does God teach 

in this passage of scripture?” 

 
 

 

HOW TO STUDY A BIBLE SUBJECT 
 

 

This method of Bible study involves choosing a Bible subject and then tracing it through the Bible 

to see what God has to say about it. This enables the Bible student to study subjects that are of 

interest to him. There are hundreds of Bible topics for you to study. 

 

 

 

The following tools will be needed for you to study Bible subjects: 

 

➢ A good Bible. 

 

➢ An exhaustive concordance. 

 

STEPS FOR STUDYING A BIBLE SUBJECT 

 
1. Decide on a subject that you would like to study. 

 

2. Look up your subject and any subjects closely related to it in your concordance. Make a 

list of the verses. 

 

3. Look up and examine each verse. Write down information given about your subject. Make 

sure you take note of the context of each verse. 

 

4. Summarize the Bible's teaching on your subject. Sometimes the subject will be so  

      large that you will need to study, preach, or teach it in several lessons. 

 

“…for you have exalted above all 

your name and your Word.” 

Psalm 138:2b 
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ASSIGNMENT #4 
 

Do a study on one of the following Bible subjects: 
 

➢ Resurrection     

➢ Marriage 

➢ Salt 

➢ Prayer 

➢ Holy Spirit Filling 

➢ Baptism 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

For credit, return this assignment to NBC with the Final Test on page 51 
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NAME ___________________________________________DATE ________________ 

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________ 

PHONE__________________________E-MAIL________________________________ 

 

HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 

FINAL TEST 
 

1. What is inspiration?  __________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________  

2. What are the four groups of the New Testament Books? 

 a. _______________________ c.____________________________ 

 b. _______________________ d. ____________________________ 

3. List three of the five reasons given in Chapter Two for why a Christian should study  

    the Bible. Give the verse that goes with each one. 

 a.  _____________________________________________________________________  

    b. ______________________________________________________________________  

          c. ______________________________________________________________________  

4. List one difference between a Bible translation and a Bible paraphrase. 

__________________________________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

5. What is a Bible dictionary?  ____________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

6. What is a Bible concordance?  __________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

7. What information are you looking for when you research the background of a Bible  

       book? ____________________________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

8. What are the three steps of Bible study?  

      a. ________________________________________________________________________  

      b. ________________________________________________________________________  

      c. ________________________________________________________________________  
  



How to Study the Bible   FINAL TEST 52 

9. How does context help in interpretation?  _________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

 

10. What are cross-references and how do you use them in Bible study? 

      __________________________________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

 

11. What is prophecy?  __________________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

 

12. What is narrative?  __________________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

 

13. What are the four groups of the Old Testament books? 

      a. _____________________________ c. __________________________________ 

      b. _____________________________ d. __________________________________ 

 

14. Write out 2 Timothy 3:16.  ____________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

 

15. Write out 2 Timothy 2:15.  ____________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

      __________________________________________________________________________  

 

16. How has this course helped you to be better able to study the Bible?  

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

If you are taking this course for credit, send, or scan & email  

Final Test and all Assignments to: 

 
 NATIVE BIBLE CENTRE 

5513 Silverthorn Road 

Olds, AB T4H 1C3 

Toll Free – 1-866-70TRIBE (708-7423) 

info@nativebiblecentre.org 

Course credit = $5.00 

mailto:info@nativebiblecentre.org
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ANSWERS TO TEST YOURSELF QUESTIONS 
 

 

Chapter 1 

 

1. God-breathed 

 

2. a.  God made His Word known to men who then recorded it in writing 

b. Copying the Scriptures 

c. Translation 

d. Printing 

 

3.   a.  Law  c. Poetry 

      b.  History  d. Prophecy 

 

4.   a. Gospels  c. Letters 

      b. History  d. Prophecy 

 

 

Chapter Two 

 

1. It helps Christians grow. 1 Peter 2:2 

 

2. It gives Christians guidance. Psalm 119:105 

 

3. It helps Christians lead clean lives. Psalm 119:9 

 

4. It cuts into a Christian’s innermost thoughts and attitudes. Hebrews 4:12 

 

5. It equips Christians to serve God. 2 Timothy 3:17 
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How to Study the Bible   Price List                                                                                   55 

PRICE LIST 
 

                   NATIVE BIBLE CENTRE                  5513 Silverthorn Road                     Olds, AB              T4H 1C3 

                    Email:info@nativebiblecentre.org      www.nativebiblecentre.org              Toll Free 1-866-70TRIBE (708-7423) 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TO ORDER: Call or email Native Bible Centre (See info above) 

POSTAGE AND HANDLING will be added to invoice 

PAY BY CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER TO NBC (See info - top of page) or e-transfer: info@nativebiblecentre.org 
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NAME OF WORKBOOK PRICE 
 

CHRONOLOGICAL COURSES 
 

THE BIG PICTURE        $10.00 

IN THE BEGINNING        $12.00 

CHIEF PEOPLE OF OLD TESTAMENT        $12.00 

LIFE OF CHRIST        $12.00 

BREAKING TRAIL  (ACTS)        $12.00 

CHIEF PEOPLE OF NEW TESTAMENT        $12.00 
 

TOPICAL COURSES 
 

HELP FOR THE HOME         $10.00 

THE CHURCH         $12.00 

SPIRIT WORLD         $10.00 

NO TURNING BACK  (HEBREWS)         $12.00 

HOLY SPIRIT         $12.00 

SHOW ME  (JAMES)         $12.00 
 

PRACTICAL COURSES 
 

PASS IT ON          $12.00 

DAILY POWER  (Bible reading journal for Pass It On)          $  2.00 

SHARING THE GOOD NEWS          $10.00 

HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE          $10.00 

THE ELDER AND HIS WORK          $12.00 

POWERFUL PREACHING          $10.00 

TEACHING THE NEXT GENERATION          $12.00 
 

ELECTIVE COURSES 
 

THE GRIEVING INDIAN  (TEXTBOOK)          $ 5.00 

THE GRIEVING INDIAN   (WORKBOOK)          $ 5.00 

THE NEW TESTAMENT TRAIL          $12.00 

LIVING IN GOD’S FAMILY          $10.00 

WOMAN DESIGNED BY GOD          $10.00 

WOMEN GROWING IN CHRIST          $10.00 

WOMEN SERVING THE LORD          $10.00 
 

AUDIO COURSES 
 

FAMILY LIFE (3 CD’S)           $ 6.00 

FAMILY LIFE (WORKBOOK)           $ 5.00 

FIRST CORINTHIANS  (5 CD’S)           $ 8.00 

FIRST CORINTHIANS  (WORKBOOK)           $ 5.00 
 

MINISTRY TOOLS 
 

WHICH WAY (Evangelistic 4-Lesson Course) Non-Credit           $ 5.00 

52 OBJECT LESSONS (Use Objects to Teach God’s Truth)           $ 5.00 

  

COURSE CREDIT FEE           $ 5.00 


