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THE BIG PICTURE 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

"How does it all fit together?"   

I looked into the small airport hanger 

and wondered what was lying all over 

the floor.  My friend told me it was the 

parts to his airplane.   

“How in the world are you ever going 

to put all this together?" I asked.   

He pulled out a picture of a beautiful 

small airplane.  Then he pointed to the 

aluminum skeleton of an airplane 

standing in the corner.  

 "I just put each piece where it belongs on that." he said, pointing to the main frame of his plane. 

Sometimes Bible studies, Bible stories, or sermons are like airplane parts scattered all over the 

floor.  They are nice to hear, but we may not be sure how they all fit together.  We need some sort 

of mainframe on which to hang our Bible knowledge.  That is exactly what this course does.  

The Big Picture is a course written to show you how the whole Bible fits together.  This will be a 

great help to you in all other Bible studies.  It will help you whenever you read the Bible.  It will 

help you whenever you speak from the Bible.  This course will help you have The Big Picture of 

how the stories of the Bible fit together. 

There are six lessons in this course. A test is included near the end of this book. If you are taking 

the course for credit, complete the test and send, email or fax it to the Native Bible Centre for 

grading. The cost for course credit is $5.00. 

The Big Picture is the first course in the first level of the T.R.I.B.E. program of the Native Bible 

Centre. (T.R.I.B.E. is Training Resources for Indigenous Bible Education). Once you have 

completed this course you are encouraged to continue by taking the next course, In the 

Beginning. It is a study of the first five books of the Bible. 

 

You could offer to help another person with this study on The Big Picture. There is a “Leader’s 

Guide” in the back of this workbook to help you take someone through this study after you have 

finished it. 
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A PERSONAL WORD . . . 

 

BEFORE YOU BEGIN 

The "big picture" … that is what we needed.  It was spring and another fellow and I were trapping 

muskrat.  We had set up our base camp and spent many hours scouting lakes and rivers for sign of 

the small fur-bearer.  We were in an area that was new to both of us.  There were lots of lakes, 

rivers, creeks and areas of marsh.  Our map of the area was poor and there was no high ground 

from which to see the whole country.   

We decided it would be a good idea to go back to a small settlement and rent a small airplane.  We 

could then fly over the country and get a better look.  So we did.  It was the best thing we could 

have done.  As we flew over the countryside, we got a whole new look at the land.  It was great to 

be up in the air, seeing the whole lay of the land at once.  It gave us The Big Picture of the land in 

a very short time.  It was a great help to see how all the lakes, rivers and creeks lay in relation to 

each other.  Once we got back on the ground, The Big Picture came in handy many times. 

This course is written to give you The Big Picture of the Bible.  It will be like flying over the main 

stories God has given in His Word.  You will see how the stories fit together in relation to each 

other.  In this way, as you continue your study of the Bible, you will be able to see how it all fits 

into The Big Picture. – Mike Matthews 

 

 

 

GOALS OF THIS COURSE 

1. To learn the five main stories of the Bible. 

2. To learn the twenty-five key words of The Big Picture. 

3. To learn the geography of the Bible stories. 

4. To help you learn to apply Bible truths to your life. 
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LESSON 1 

 
 

THE BIG PICTURE OF THE BIBLE 
 

 

 

 

 

The Bible is true.  It tells the story of God’s dealing with man from the beginning of the world to 

the end.  This course travels through the whole Bible.  It looks at the big picture of the complete 

story. 

If you were to read the whole Bible, you would find many, many stories.  How do they all fit 

together?  It helps to fit them together when you can see the big picture, the "main frame," all at 

once.  To do this, it helps to see the Bible as five main stories.  These five stories are the main 

frame for putting the Bible together.  There are many other Bible stories.  Each one of them comes 

under one of these five main stories. 

To help you remember these five stories, notice that if you take the first letter of each story, they 

spell "Bible."  From the Table of Contents page of this workbook, fill in the five main stories of 

the Bible. 

 

Look in the front of your Bible to find the Table of Contents. This list shows that 66 smaller 

books make up the whole book of the Bible. The Old Testament has 39 books and the New 

Testament has 27 books.  The word testament means agreement. The Old Testament refers to the 

agreement God made with Israel. The New Testament refers to the new agreement God made 

with the world through Jesus Christ. 
 

  

THE STORY OF THE …   B  ____________________________________________________  

THE STORY OF THE …   I   _____________________________________________________  

THE STORY OF THE ...    B  ____________________________________________________  

THE STORY OF THE …   L  ____________________________________________________  

THE STORY OF THE …   E  ____________________________________________________  

In this lesson you will learn … 

the five main stories of the Bible. 
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The five big stories are like mountaintops in the Bible. This will show you how the five main 

stories fit into the books of the Bible. 

The Bible is God's Words to man. All of it is true. All the stories in it agree with each other.  

Forty (40) different people wrote the Bible over a period of 1,600 years. All the books of the 

Bible tell about one big thing. The Bible tells the story of God's dealing with man down through 

the ages. It tells how God makes eternal life available to all people.    
 

   

OLD TESTAMENT   NEW TESTAMENT 
 
THE STORY OF…    THE STORY OF… 

 

The Beginning / The Israelite Children / The Bodily Christ/The Living Church/ The Ending 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Genesis               Malachi /Matthew                 Acts                Revelation 

 

THE BIG PICTURE 

Read the following verses. In which of the five main stories do you think each set of verses would 

fit?  (The first one is done for you on the next page) 

  

Israelite Children 

 

 Ending 

Bodily Christ 

 

 Beginning 

 

 

Living Church  
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Your choices are: 

 1. Genesis 1:1,2  ________________________________________________________________ 

 2. Luke 2:8-12   ________________________________________________________________ 

 3. Revelation 21:1–4  ____________________________________________________________ 

 4. 1 Corinthians 1:1–3 ___________________________________________________________ 

 5. Joshua 1:1-3 _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Finish the words below to give the five main stories in the Bible: 

B ____________________________________________________________________________ 

I   ___________________________________________________________________________ 

B   ___________________________________________________________________________ 

L  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

E  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Each of the five main stories is studied in more detail in the next five lessons. 

Here is a brief description of each story below. This will help you get The Big Picture of the 

Bible. 

• B EGINNING: The story of the beginning tells about the beginning of spirits.  It then tells 

about the beginning of all creation. It goes on to tell about the beginning of sin and the flood 

and it ends by telling about the beginning of the nations. 

• I SRAELITE CHILDREN: The story of the Israelites tells about the forefathers of this special 

nation and it tells about their way of worship. It tells how this nation rose to power, was taken 

into captivity and then returned to their land. 

• B ODILY CHRIST: The word bodily means "in the flesh." The story of the bodily Christ is 

the story of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, when he was in the flesh here on earth.  This story 

begins by telling of the birth of Jesus Christ; it goes on to tell of the life and the death of Christ.  

It then tells of his resurrection. This story ends with the ascension of Jesus Christ into heaven. 

• L IVING CHURCH:  The story of the living church tells about people who are the church of 

God.  It is not a story about church buildings. It tells how the church begins. It goes on to tell 

how the church grows and spreads. This story tells some of the challenges of the early church 

and ends by telling about the letters written to the early churches. 

• E NDING:  The story of the ending tells about things that are going to happen in the future.  

This story tells about the rapture and a time of great tribulation. It tells about Christ's return 

and the millennium. Finally, it tells about eternity. 

  

Beginning 



THE BIG PICTURE                                                                                    LESSON 1 

  THE BIG PICTURE OF THE BIBLE 

10 

Below is a map of the world showing the general area of the world in which all the Bible stories 

happened. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For review, write the five main stories in the Bible. 

1.  __________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  __________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  __________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asia 

North 

America 

South  

America 

Africa 

Bible Events 
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LESSON 2 

 

 

THE STORY OF THE BEGINNING 
 

 

 

 

 

THE BEGINNING OF SPIRITS 

The first key word in “The Story of the Beginning” is Spirits. 

 

Before there were trees, mountains, prairies, or people, there were spirits. Spirits are beings that 

do not have a physical body. They cannot be seen except in special circumstances. They are not, 

and never have been, human. There are many of these spirits. There are good spirits called angels 

and there are bad spirits called demons. 

 

Read Colossians 1:15, 16.  (The "He" in these verses refers to Jesus Christ.) Tell what things 

Jesus created according to these verses. 

  _____________________________________________________________________________  

    ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesus created ALL THINGS.  Among the invisible things he created are the spirits.  According 

to Job 38:4-7, the spirits already existed when God created the earth.  

  

In this lesson you will learn the five key words in  

The Story of the Beginning. 
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At first, all the spirits were good.  They were created by God.  He gave them the freedom to choose.  

One of the angels led a rebellion against God, because this leader was not satisfied to serve God.  

He wanted to be like God.  Some of the angels followed this spirit in his revolt against God.  This 

leader is given several names in the Bible.  Most of the time he is called either Satan, or the devil. 

 

Read the following sets of verses and write what you learn about Satan, or demons. 

1.  Revelation 12:9  ____________________________________________________________ 

2.  John 8:44   ________________________________________________________________ 

3.  2 Corinthians 4:4   __________________________________________________________ 

Satan and the demons are created beings who rebelled against God.  They want people to revolt 

against God like they did.  They want people to do bad things.  Bad spirits try to control people 

by making them afraid.  These spirits have power.  They use their power to cause fear.  They 

hope that this fear will keep people from turning to God. 

There also are many good spirits – angels.  These are the spirits who chose not to rebel against 

God.  They chose to follow God instead of Satan. 

 

    Read Hebrews 1:14 and tell what these good spirits are sent to do.       

   ___________________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Real Life 
My wife and I once visited a lady in her trailer house. She told us 

what had happened to her the night before. She got out of bed in the 

middle of the night because there was a loud banging on her door.  

She turned on her outside light and looked to see who it was.  There 

was nobody there. The banging continued. She could see her dogs 

were very frightened. They were barking at something near her door, 

but there was nobody there. This lady was sure that some spirits were 

trying to scare her. 
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 THE BEGINNING OF CREATION 

The second key word in “The Story of the Beginning” is Creation.  
 

Read the story of creation in Genesis. Tell what God created in each of the six days. (Some are 

done for you.) 

 

    DAY ONE (Genesis 1:3) _______________________________________________________ 

    DAY TWO (Genesis 1:6)  _____________________________________________________   

    DAY THREE (Genesis 1:9-11)   _________________________________________________ 

    DAY FOUR (Genesis 1:14-19)   _________________________________________________ 

    DAY FIVE (Genesis 1:20-23)   __________________________________________________ 

    DAY SIX (Genesis 1:24-26)  ____________________________________________________ 

    DAY SEVEN  (Genesis  2:2-3)   _________________________________________________ 

There are many stories and legends of how the world began.  They cannot all be true.  The Father 

of Lies (Satan), does not want people to believe the true creation story as given in the first chapter 

of Genesis. 

  

 THE BEGINNING OF SIN 

The third key word in "The Story of the Beginning" is Sin. 

 

Sin is rebellion against God. It is falling short of God's standards. God made man with the 

freedom to choose. Man could choose to obey God, or to disobey. To disobey God is to rebel 

against Him. 

Read Genesis 2:15-17 and 3:1-19. What was the sin of Adam and Eve?  

  ____________________________________________________________________________  

     

Read Romans 5:12.  Tell who was affected by this one sin of Adam's.  

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

Water creatures & birds in the air 

Seas, plants & trees 
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Satan was involved in the first sin. He came in the form of a snake. He did not want God and man 

to be friends. Satan was angry at God for throwing him out of heaven and he wanted to get even 

with God. If he could not be friends with God, he did not want anyone else to be friends, either. 

Satan has power. But we must remember that we cannot blame him for our sin, because we make 

choices. He caused Eve to doubt that God’s word was true, but he did not force Adam or Eve to 

sin.  Satan cannot make us sin against our will. 

In Genesis 3:15 God made a promise. He promised that an offspring of the woman (Eve) would 

someday crush the head of Satan. This meant that someday a man would come who would defeat 

Satan. That had to be good news to Adam and Eve. 

 

 THE BEGINNING OF THE RAINBOW 

The fourth key word in “The Story of the Beginning” is Rainbow. 

 

Adam and Eve had children. Their children had children. Soon there were many people on earth.  

As the population grew, so did sin. Sin got so bad, God had to send a worldwide flood. Only eight 

people and a pair of each kind of animal survived the flood. They survived because God protected 

them in a large boat. After the flood, God put a rainbow in the sky to remind mankind of His 

promise to never destroy the earth with a flood again. Genesis 6 – 9 tells the whole story of Noah 

and the flood. 

 

 THE BEGINNING OF NATIONS 

The fifth key in “The Story of the Beginning” is Nations. 

 

Read Genesis 11:1-9. God had commanded Noah and his sons to populate the earth (9:7). The 

people now decided to get together so they would not be scattered over the earth. What did God 

do to break up their plans? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

The people naturally went into groups where they could understand the language. This was the 

beginning of the different nations and cultures. 
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PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 

 

 

Fill in the blanks to give the five main stories and the first five key words of The Big Picture. 

           

MAIN STORIES                                                            KEY WORDS 

   

1. _________________________   1. _________________________ 

2. _________________________   2. _________________________ 

3. _________________________   3. _________________________ 

4. _________________________   4. _________________________ 

5. _________________________   5. _________________________ 

 

“He is before all things, 

and in him all things hold 

together.” 

 

Colossians 1:17 
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THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE BEGINNING 

 

 

THINKING IT OVER 

You are a part of God’s creation. You are a part of a particular culture and nation. You have just 

finished studying about the first main story – the story of the beginning. 

 

In thinking over this story, how does all this affect you? 

 

    1. Have spirits (good or bad) had any part in your life?  Explain your answer. 

  __________________________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________________________ 

     

    2. What is one way you believe sin has affected our world? 

  _________________________________________________________________________ 

  _________________________________________________________________________ 

  _________________________________________________________________________ 

The circle above indicates the possible area for the Garden of Eden. 
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LESSON 3 

 

            THE STORY OF THE  

             ISRAELITE CHILDREN 
 

 

 
 

 

THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN AND THEIR FOREFATHERS 

The first key word in “The Story of the Israelite Children” is forefathers.  (Genesis)  

 

Sometimes when people read the Old Testament, they get confused. They do not know how it all 

fits together. They do not understand the big picture of the Bible. It would help them to know the 

five main stories of the Bible. The first two main stories cover the whole Old Testament.  Genesis, 

chapters 1-11, tells the story of the Beginning. From Genesis, chapter 12, through the last chapter 

of Malachi, the Bible tells the story of the Israelite Children. So most of the Old Testament is the 

story of one nation. 

This nation had four main forefathers: 1. Abraham; 2. Isaac; 3. Jacob; and 4. Joseph. 

Genesis 12 – 50 tells the story of these forefathers. It helps to remember the story of each one by 

knowing the meaning of his name. 

 

Abraham means father of many people. Read Genesis 12:1-3 and tell what promises God made.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Abraham became the father of many people. The nation of Israel began with him and his wife, 

Sarah. Their first son was named Isaac. Isaac means laugh.  Read Genesis 18:11-15 and tell why 

Abraham and Sarah named their son, Isaac. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Isaac married Rebekah and they had two sons: Esau and Jacob. Jacob means "the cheat." Jacob 

cheated his older brother, Esau. He cheated him out of the special inheritance for the oldest son.  

Later on, God changed Jacob’s name to Israel. Israel means "he struggles with God."  The nation 

became known as Israelites because they descended from this man. Jacob married Rachel, he also 

In this lesson you will learn the five key words in 

The Story of the Israelite Children. 
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had three other wives. Jacob had twelve sons. The oldest son of Jacob and Rachel was named 

Joseph, which means “may God add." Joseph was sold by his brothers into slavery. He spent time 

in prison. His life appeared to be going downhill fast. Through it all, he remained true to God. God 

turned things around and Joseph became a mighty leader in the strongest nation in the world. 

 

THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN AND THEIR WORSHIP 

 

The second key word in “The Story of the Israelite Children” is worship.   

(Exodus – Deuteronomy)  

 

During the life of Joseph the Israelites moved to Egypt from the land God had given them. After 

Joseph died the Israelites became slaves in this land. Many years later, God used a man named 

Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt and back to their homeland. The trip back to their land 

took them forty years. It was on this trip, at a place called Mount Sinai, that God gave the 

Israelites instructions on how they were to worship Him. Part of these instructions are known 

as The Ten Commandments. 

 

 The Israelite's worship involved a special place – a tent. Read Exodus 25:1-8.  Tabernacle 

means "tent of meeting." According to verse 8, why did God have them make the special tent? 

___________________________________________________________________________  

 

 The Israelite's worship involved a special person – the priest.  A priest is one who goes to 

God on behalf of the people.  God was willing to meet with the Israelite children in the special 

meeting tent, but not just anyone could meet with Him there.  Only the priests could go into 

this tent.  The priest was like a mediator.  One of the priest’s main jobs was to offer sacrifices 

to cover the sins of the people. 

 

The main priest was called the high priest.  Read about one of his jobs in Leviticus 16:29-34.  

How often was he to make atonement for sins in the most holy place? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 The Israelite's worship involved a special sacrifice. A sacrifice is something valuable 

offered to God. Animal sacrifices were made daily in the main part of the Tabernacle. God 

instructed the Israelites to offer only perfect animals as a sacrifice to Him. These sacrifices 

were not offered to try and please God or gain his favor. The sacrifices were to show that an 

innocent life had to be given in order for sins to be forgiven. 
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THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN AND THEIR NATION 
The third key word in “The Story of the Israelite Children” is nation.  

 

After Moses died, the Israelites completed their return to their homeland. This was the land God 

had promised their forefather, Abraham. They had to fight for the land since it had been taken over 

by other people. They conquered much of the land. During their early years back in the homeland, 

they were ruled by judges.  

 

Read Judges 3:7; 3:12; 4:1; 6:1; 10:6; 13:1;  and 21:25. How would you describe their rule by 

judges? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Israel wanted a king like the other nations around them. Saul became their first king. Then came 

David. During this time, Israel was one nation. Then David’s grandson, Rehoboam, became king. 

During his reign, Israel divided. It divided into a northern kingdom (called Israel) and a southern 

kingdom (called Judah). Most of the Old Testament deals with this part of Israel’s history. The 

nation, Israel, was continually turning away from God to idols. God sent them prophets to 

warn them what would happen if they continued to turn to false gods. 

 

Read Isaiah 29:13.  In this verse, God is talking about the Israelite children.  From this verse, what 

do you believe was their main problem?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN AND THEIR CAPTIVITY 

The fourth key word in “The Story of the Israelite Children” is captivity.  

 

Israel continued to turn away from God to idols. Because of this, God caused other nations to 

take Israel into captivity. Assyria took Israel captive first. Later, Babylon took Judah captive. 

In Jeremiah 25:8-11, the Israelites were told the captivity would last seventy years. 

 

 

 

THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN AND THEIR RETURN. 

 

        The fifth key word in “The Story of the Israelite Children” is return. 

(Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi)  

 

After seventy years of captivity, Israel was allowed to return to their homeland. The Israelites 

never again had the problem of turning to idols. This does not mean they always followed God the 

way they should. The book of Nehemiah tells of rebuilding the wall around Israel’s capital city of 

Jerusalem.  he book of Haggai tells of rebuilding the temple in the capital city. 
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PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 

 

Fill in the blanks to give the five main stories and the first ten key words of The Big Picture. 

         

 

 MAIN STORIES                                                               KEY WORDS 

1. _________________________   1. ______________________       

2. ______________________ 

3. ______________________ 

       4. ______________________ 

       5. ______________________ 

2.________________________    1. ______________________ 

                                                                                  2. ______________________ 

                                                                                  3. ______________________ 

                                                                                  4. ______________________ 

                                                                                    5. ______________________ 

3. ________________________  

 

 

 

  

4. ________________________  

 

 

 

 

5. ________________________ 

  



THE BIG PICTURE                                                                                                                                        LESSON 3 

 THE STORY OF THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN  

22 

 

THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE ISRAELITE CHILDREN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THINKING IT OVER  

Have you ever been involved in a religion that required sacrifices to God, or spirits?  

(Explain your answer) 

 ____________________________________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you think it is possible to get God (or spirits) on your side by offering them a sacrifice? 

(Explain your answer.) 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  
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            LESSON 4 

 

  THE STORY OF THE BODILY CHRIST 
 

 

 

The story of BODILY CHRIST is the center story of the five main stories. It also is the center 

in importance. All other stories point to this one. In the story of the Beginning God promised to 

send someone who would defeat Satan. Christ is the One! In the story of the Israelite children, 

they were told to look for the perfect sacrifice who would save the people from their sins. They 

also were told to look for one who would be their ruler. Christ is the One! The story of the Living 

Church and the Ending both look to Christ as the central figure in history. This is Him! 

 

THE BODILY CHRIST AND HIS BIRTH 

The first key word in “The Story of the Bodily Christ” is birth.  

 

Read Isaiah 7:14, Micah 5:2 and Matthew 1:18 to 2:12.  

1. Tell what was special about this birth.  (See Matthew 1:23)               

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

  

  

       2. Where was this birth to take place?   

        ________________________________________________________ 

In this lesson you will learn the five key words 

in The Story of the Bodily Christ. 
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The Bible teaches that there is only one God (Mark 12:32). This one God is made up of three 

persons. This is a hard thing for us to understand, but it is true. There is one God. He is made up 

of  God – the Father; God – the Son; and God – the Holy Spirit. These three persons have always 

existed and they always have been one.  

 

 

This main story (the story of the Bodily Christ) is mainly about God the Son. His name is Jesus 

Christ. He was there in the beginning. He was involved in the creation of  the spirits. He was 

there when the world was created. He watched over the Israelite children. Now, this is the story 

of when He became a man. God the Son took on a bodily form.  He was born as a baby. 

 

 

THE BODILY CHRIST AND HIS LIFE. 

The second key word in “The Story of the Bodily Christ” is life. 

 

 

 

Jesus lived a perfect life. As God, He had never sinned. Now as man, He never sinned. He only 

did good. He never told a lie. He never cheated, or stole. He helped the poor and healed the sick. 

He taught about God and eternal life. He was different. He was perfect. 

 

Jesus became a man, but he was still completely God. Jesus was different 

from other men. All other men had inherited sin from Adam and Eve. 

Jesus did not. He did not even have an earthly father. (Matthew 1:20, 21) 

 

Read Matthew 4:1-11.  What did Jesus use each time the Devil tried to 

tempt Him to sin? 

(Hint: What did Jesus quote each time he said, "It is written?")   

___________________________________________________________  

 

Some religious leaders of Israel thought Jesus was talking against their way of worship.  They 

thought He was trying to do away with all they had been taught from the Old Testament (the 

story of the Beginning and the story of the Israelite Children). 

Read Matthew 5:17 and tell why Jesus came. 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________________  
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Jesus came to fulfill the Law and the Prophets. He was the person to whom the law and the 

Prophets pointed. The Law, the first five books of the Old Testament, looked forward to a person 

who would save mankind from Satan and sin. The Prophets looked forward to one who would 

save man from sin and save Israel as a nation. 

 

Read the following verses. What are some of the things you learn about the life of Jesus from 

these verses? 

     

1.  Matthew 7:28, 29  _________________________________________________________ 

         _________________________________________________________________________ 

    2.  Matthew 8:14-17  __________________________________________________________ 

         _________________________________________________________________________ 

    3.  Matthew 15:32  ____________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

     4.  Matthew 26:36-39  _________________________________________________________ 

  _________________________________________________________________________ 

      5.  1 Peter 2:22  ______________________________________________________________ 

         _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

THE BODILY CHRIST AND HIS DEATH. 

The third key word in “The Story of the Bodily Christ” is death. 

 

As a man, Jesus died.  The religious leaders wanted Jesus dead.  They did not believe he was the 

Son of God.  They talked the people into killing Jesus because He claimed to be God. 

 

 

Read Matthew 27:27-53. What method of execution was 

used to kill Jesus?   

______________________________  



THE BIG PICTURE                                                                                                                                        LESSON 4 

  THE STORY OF THE BODILY CHRIST  

26 

Jesus died. This was part of God's plan. All through history God had shown that a perfect sacrifice 

was needed to forgive sins. According to the following verses, what do we learn? 
    

    1.  Why did God send His son to die? (John 3:16)   ___________________________________  

  _________________________________________________________________________ 

    

    2. What did Christ's sacrifice do that the Old Testament sacrifices could not do?    (Hebrews 

10:1-12)  __________________________________________________________________ 

  _________________________________________________________________________ 

     

    3. What did Christ's sacrifice do to Satan? (Hebrews 2:14) 

  __________________________________________________________________________ 

Christ's death defeated Satan. It "crushed his head." (Remember 

Genesis 3:15?) Satan "bruised his heel" by helping put Jesus to death 

on the cross. Satan thought this would end God's plan to save people 

from their sins. The devil did not realize this was God's plan! Jesus 

Christ was the perfect sacrifice. The price for sin had to be paid.  Only 

a perfect sacrifice could satisfy God for the payment of sin.  Christ’s 

blood satisfied God. Jesus was the perfect sacrifice. 

 

THE BODILY CHRIST AND HIS 

RESURRECTION. 

 

The fourth key word in “The Story of the Bodily Christ” is 

resurrection. 
 

 

If Jesus had remained in the grave, he would not be worth following, nor would he be worth 

studying. But, he did not stay in the grave. Jesus was resurrected. He rose from the dead! 

 

Read Matthew 28 and answer the following questions. 

 

    1. What day of the week did Jesus rise from the dead?          

  _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    2.  How can you be absolutely certain that Jesus was raised from the dead?  

 _________________________________________________________________________ 
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    3. Why do you think the chief priests did not want people to know the truth about Jesus’   

        resurrection?  _______________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

THE BODILY CHRIST AND HIS ASCENSION. 
 

The fifth key word in “The Story of the Bodily Christ” is ascension. 

 

 

Forty days after the resurrection, Jesus ascended into heaven. Ascension means "going up, or 

rising." According to the following verses, what promises did Jesus make before he went back to 

heaven? 

 

1. John 14:1-4   _________________________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. John 16:5-7   _________________________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 3. Acts 1:1-11   _________________________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The story of the Bodily Christ can be summarized in the following way: 

 

     BIRTH   - Jesus was born of a virgin. 

     LIFE   - Jesus lived a sinless life. 

     DEATH   - Jesus died to pay for sins. 

     RESURRECTION - Jesus was raised from the dead. 

     ASCENSION  - Jesus went back to heaven. 
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PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 
 

 

 

Fill in the blanks to give the five main stories and the first fifteen key words of The Big Picture. 

 

 

    MAIN STORIES      KEY WORDS 

 

1. _______________________   1. ______________________ 

       2. ______________________ 

       3. ______________________ 

       4. ______________________ 

       5. ______________________ 

2. _______________________   1. ______________________ 

       2. ______________________ 

       3. ______________________ 

       4. ______________________ 

       5. ______________________ 

3. _______________________   1. ______________________ 

       2. ______________________ 

       3. ______________________ 

       4. ______________________ 

       5. ______________________   

4. _______________________    

 

5. _______________________ 
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WHERE JESUS LIVED AND MINISTERED WHILE ON EARTH 
 

 

 

THINKING IT OVER 
 

1. What are some of the ways you have seen people try to pay for their sins?   

   ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why do you think some people will not accept God’s forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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THE BIG PICTURE                                                                                                                                        LESSON 6 

  THE STORY OF THE ENDING 

31 

 

 

LESSON 5 

 
 

 

 

THE STORY OF THE LIVING CHURCH 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the story of the Living Church. The word church means "ones who have been called out."  

The church is people—living people. These are people who have been called out of their old lives 

to a new relationship with God. You will learn more about the church as you study this lesson.  

 

THE LIVING CHURCH BEGINS. 

  

The first key word in "The Story of the Living Church" is begins.  

 

 

Jesus made His followers a promise before he went back to heaven.  He promised to send them 

God, the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit would give them power to tell other people about 

forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ.  The church was to begin when the Holy Spirit came. 

 
 

Read Acts 2 and answer the following questions: 

 

1. What happened when the Holy Spirit came?  (2:1-11) 

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

2. What race of people did the Holy Spirit come to on that day? (2:5-8) 

  ___________________________________________________________________________  

3. What did Peter say the people must do in order to receive the Holy Spirit?  (2:38)   

  ___________________________________________________________________________  

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In this lesson you will learn the five key words 

in The Story of the Living Church. 
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The church began when the Holy Spirit came. The church is made up of people who have received 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit comes to everyone who turns from his sin and accepts 

the forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ. 

 

 

THE LIVING CHURCH GROWS. 
 

The second key word in "The Story of the Living Church" is grows.  

 

 

The church began in Jerusalem. It began when the Holy Spirit came upon those who believed in 

Jesus Christ. But the church did not stop there, it grew. 

     

 

Read Acts 2:42-47 and answer the following questions: 

      1. According to 2:42, to what did the church devote themselves?  _____________ 

   __________________________________________________________________ 

      2.  According to 2:47, who added people to the church?  _____________________ 

  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

THE LIVING CHURCH SPREADS. 
 

The third key word in "The Story of the Living Church" is spreads.  
 

 

1. According to Acts 1:8, how far does Jesus want his witnesses to go? 

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. Read Acts 8:1-8.  What happened to help the church spread out from Jerusalem? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Israelites were God's special people in the Old Testament.  He chose them, not because they 

were special, but for a special purpose.  He wanted them to show other nations the true God.  But 

the Israelites began to think God chose them because they were special.  They did not reach out to 

other nations.  Even after the church began, the saved Israelites thought God had sent Jesus just 

for their nation. 
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3. Read Acts 10:34-43. What great truth did Peter realize according to this passage? 

(see 10:34, 35)  

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

God wants the church to reach out to new areas with the good news about the forgiveness of sins 

through Jesus Christ.  God also wants the church to reach out to the different nations. God 

wants His church to reach out across racial barriers with this good news. 

 

Acts 13-28 tells about three missionary trips by a man named Paul.  Paul had many adventures 

as he helped start churches in different areas around the Mediterranean Sea.  God worked through 

Paul and other men to spread the church from its beginning in Jerusalem. 

 

 

 

THE LIVING CHURCH AND CHALLENGES 
 

The fourth key word in "The Story of the Living Church" is challenges.  

 

 

The early church faced a number of challenges. These challenges have not changed much from 

those days. The church still faces these challenges today.   

 

Here are three challenges the early church faced: 
 

     

1.  PURITY - (Acts 5:1-11)  God wanted the church to be pure. He wanted His people to be pure  

in what they believed and how they lived. He also wanted them to be pure in their motives.  

There were those in the early church who were more interested in money and what people 

thought of them than being pure. The church had a challenge to be pure in teaching and living. 

 

    

 2.  PERSECUTION - (Acts 8:1) Another challenge of the early church was persecution. Some 

folks did not like the followers of Jesus Christ. Some Christians (followers of Christ) were 

even killed because of their belief in Jesus. 

 

   

  3.  PREJUDICE - (Acts 11:1-3)  The early church was commanded to reach out to all people.  

The challenge was to overcome prejudices. Some believers did not want to take the good 

news of forgiveness of sins to people of a different race. 
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THE LIVING CHURCH AND LETTERS 
 

The fifth key word in "The Story of the Living Church" is letters.  

 

 

The books of the Bible from Romans to Revelation are letters. These letters were written to 

encourage and instruct different churches and individuals. These letters can be divided into 

three groups: 

 

• Paul's letters – Paul wrote thirteen of the New Testament letters. Paul started churches in 

many places, but he did not forget the people in these places. He prayed for them and kept in 

touch with them by writing letters. 

 

• Other letters – Other people also wrote some of the letters. James, Peter, John and Jude wrote 

letters. The Bible does not say who wrote the book of Hebrews. 

 

• Prophecy letter – The book of Revelation is a different kind of letter. It is a letter that deals 

with prophecy.  It tells what God says will happen in the future. It was written by John and 

was sent to several churches. 
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PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 
 

 

Fill in the blanks to give the five main stories and the first twenty key words of The Big Picture. 

 

 

  Main Stories                    Key Words 

 

1. ____________________   1. ______________________ 

      2. ______________________ 

      3. ______________________ 

      4. ______________________ 

      5. ______________________ 

2. ____________________   1. ______________________ 

      2. ______________________ 

      3. ______________________ 

      4. ______________________ 

      5. ______________________ 

3. ____________________   1. ______________________ 

      2. ______________________ 

      3. ______________________ 

      4. ______________________ 

      5. ______________________ 

4. ____________________   1. ______________________ 

      2. ______________________ 

      3. ______________________ 

      4. ______________________ 

      5. ______________________ 

5._____________________  
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THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE LIVING CHURCH 

A map of Paul's journeys. 

 

 

THINKING IT OVER 
 

 

We live in the Church Age. During this age, God is working through the church, rather than the 

nation Israel.  he church is made up of many races. It is all those who have received new life from 

Christ.  he church is still growing.  t is still spreading.  t has spread from Jerusalem to many parts 

of the world. 

 

1. What do you feel are some of the major challenges churches are facing today? 

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

     

2. What is one thing you can do to help a local church grow and spread? 

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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In this lesson you will learn the five key works 

 in The Story of the Ending. 

LESSON 6 

 

THE STORY OF THE ENDING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bible is the story of God’s dealing with man down through the ages. This story has a 

Beginning. It goes on to tell about the Israelite Children. The center of the story is about the 

Bodily Christ. The story continues with the Living Church. And now we come to the Ending.  

The story of the Ending comes mainly from the last book of the Bible (Revelation). There are, 

however, other places in the Bible that talk about the end times. 

 

THE ENDING AND THE RAPTURE. 

The first key word in "The Story of the Ending" is rapture. 

 

The Church Age will not last forever. It will come to an end 

someday.  It will end when the Christians are suddenly taken 

out of this world.  This is usually called The Rapture. The 

word rapture means to be taken up. The Rapture is when 

Christians will be taken up into the air to be with God. 

 

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and answer the following 

questions. 
     

    1. What will be the signal for the Christians to be "caught up" in the air?  (4:16) 

  __________________________________________________________________________ 

  2. Where will the Christians meet the Lord? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

    3. How long will the Christians be with the Lord after they are caught up (Raptured)?   

  __________________________________________________________________________  
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THE ENDING AND THE TRIBULATION. 
 

The second key word in "The Story of the Ending" is tribulation. 

 

 

Revelation 6-18 deals mainly with a time in history called the Tribulation. Tribulation means great 

trouble. The Tribulation is a time of great trouble on earth. This writer believes the Tribulation 

will begin soon after the Rapture takes place. Some other Christian writers believe the Rapture 

takes place in the middle, or at the end of the Tribulation. 

 

Read Revelation 16 and answer the following questions.  

  

 

1. Who has control over these terrible events?  (See 16:9) 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

    

2. What is the people's reaction to God concerning these terrible things that happen? 

      ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The tribulation will be a time of great trouble for the Israelite Children (Jacob).  God will  

once again focus His attention on this one nation It will be a time of trouble for the whole world 

(Revelation 3:10). This time of trouble will last for seven years (Daniel 9:27). 

 

 

THE ENDING AND THE RETURN. 
 

The third key word in "The Story of the Ending" is return. 

 

  

The Tribulation will end with the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. His return comes after the 

Tribulation. This return is often called the Second Coming. This is when He returns to set up His 

kingdom on earth. 

 

1.  Read Revelation 1:4-7.  Who will see Jesus when he returns?  

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Read Zechariah 14:1-9.  Where (specifically) will Jesus return to when he comes back?  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

When Jesus came the first time, he came as a lowly baby.  He grew up in a carpenter's home.  He 

was not rich, nor did he have an army.  He did not come as a mighty king.  That is one of the main 

reasons the Israelites did not accept Jesus as their Messiah when he came the first time.  They were 

looking for a mighty man to come and be their king.  This king would save the nation of Israel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Israelites were looking to verses like Isaiah 32:1 "See, a king will reign in righteousness."  

They did not understand verses like Isaiah 53:7 "He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did 

not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter."  The first time Jesus came, He 

came as a lamb. The second time He comes, it will be as the King! 

 

 

THE ENDING AND THE MILLENNIUM. 
 

The fourth key word in "The Story of the Ending"  is millennium. 

 

Jesus' return will end the Tribulation. His return will begin the Millennium. Millennium  

means "one thousand". The Millennium is a thousand year reign of Christ on earth. 

Read Revelation 20:1-6 and answer the following questions: 

 

1. What happens to Satan during the thousand years? 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

  

  2.  Who will be reigning (in control) during the thousand years? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Read Isaiah 11:1-9. These verses are talking about Jesus and the Millennium. From these  

 verses, how would you describe the Millennium period?   _____________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

THE ENDING AND ETERNITY. 
 

The fifth key word in "The Story of the Ending" is eternity. 

 

The ending of the story is also another beginning. The ending tells of the end of this world. But it 

also tells of the beginning of an eternity. Eternity means "an endless period of time". 

All the people (from the beginning to the end) who have ever lived will spend eternity in one of 

two places.   

 

    1.  Read Revelation 20:10-15 and describe the one place. 

  _________________________________________________________________________ 

  _________________________________________________________________________ 

  

  2.  Read Revelation 21:1-5 and describe the other place. 

  __________________________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________________________ 
                 

     

  

       The one question that decides where 

a person will spend eternity is:  

“What have you done concerning  

Jesus Christ?” 

Read John 3:16-18 
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PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 

 Main Stories     Key Words 

 

1. __________________   1. ______________________ 

      2. ______________________ 

      3. ______________________ 

      4. ______________________ 

      5. ______________________ 

2. __________________   1. ______________________ 

      2. ______________________ 

      3. ______________________ 

      4. ______________________ 

      5. ______________________ 

3. __________________   1. ______________________ 

      2. ______________________ 

      3. ______________________ 

      4. ______________________ 

      5. ______________________ 

4. __________________   1. ______________________ 

      2. ______________________ 

      3. ______________________ 

      4. ______________________ 

      5. ______________________ 

5.___________________   1. ______________________ 

      2. ______________________ 

      3. ______________________ 

      4. ______________________ 

5. ______________________ 

 

 

  



THE BIG PICTURE                                                                                                                                        LESSON 6 

  THE STORY OF THE ENDING 

42 

 throne, O  

THINKING IT OVER 

 

 

    1.  Where do you believe you will spend eternity? ___________________________________ 

         _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    2.  Why do you believe you will spend eternity there? _______________________________ 

         ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

         ________________________________________________________________________ 

God, 

       will last forever 

and ever; 

        a sc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE ENDING 

Armies of the world will gather at Armageddon in Israel. 

 

Asia 

North 

America 

South  

America 

Africa 

Bible Events 
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THE BIG PICTURE OF THE 

B.I.B.L.E. 

 

The following is a very brief story of the whole Bible. 

It uses the main stories and the key words as a guide. 

 

1. The Story of the Beginning 

 
SPIRITS    God created spirits.  He created them before the beginning of the world. Spirits 

are personal beings who do not have a body. They were created with the freedom 

to choose to obey God, or to disobey him. One very powerful spirit (Satan) decided 

to disobey God.  He led many spirits in a rebellion against God. God threw Satan 

and  the bad spirits out of heaven. The good spirits stayed with God. 

 

CREATION   God created the whole universe – the sun, moon, stars, planets, and earth. He  

 created everything on earth. He created man to rule over the earth. He created  all 

things in six days. On the seventh day, he rested. 

 

SIN  Adam and Eve were the first two people. God put them in a beautiful garden.  They 

were created without sin. They were free to choose to obey God, or to disobey Him.  

God told them they could eat of any tree in the garden except one.  With Satan's 

help, they chose to disobey God. They ate from the forbidden tree.  That was the 

first sin and sin is disobedience. It is rebellion against God.  Because of their sin, 

Adam and Eve were put out of the garden. 

 

FLOOD  Adam and Eve had children. Their children had children. Soon there were many 

people on earth. Each person now had a sin nature inherited from Adam and Eve.  

Sin grew and grew. The sin of the people became so bad, God sent a flood to destroy 

the earth. God saved Noah and his family, as well as a pair of all the animals, by 

having Noah build a very large boat. 

 

NATIONS After the flood, there began to be many people once again. The people decided to 

remain in one area and build a large tower at a place called Babel.  God wanted the 

people to scatter over the earth. The people knew God's command, but they wanted 

to stay together. Because of the people's disobedience, God confused them by 

giving them different languages. They could not understand one another. They split 

up into groups that spoke the same language. In this way, God scattered the people 

over the earth. This was the beginning of languages and nations. 
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2. The Story of the Israelite Children 

 

FOREFATHERS  The Israelite nation has four main forefathers.  The nation began with 

Abraham.  God called Abraham out of a nation that worshiped false gods.  

Abraham obeyed and followed God.  God promised Abraham a land, many 

descendants and that the Savior would be one of Abraham's descendants.  

Abraham's son was Isaac.  Isaac's son was Jacob.  Jacob's son was Joseph.  

These are the four forefathers of the Israelite children.  Joseph became a 

very important ruler in Egypt.  During Joseph's time the Israelites moved to 

the land of Egypt. 

 

WORSHIP  After many years in Egypt, the Israelites became slaves.   God used Moses 

to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.  While on their way back to their land, 

God gave these people instructions on how they were to worship him.  They 

were to worship God in a special tent.  Priests were to offer special sacrifices 

in this tent.  This was to show the people that they could only come to God 

through the proper sacrifice.  The proper sacrifice was a perfect life. 

 

NATION  After forty years in the desert, the Israelites finally made it back to their 

homeland.  They fought to get back their territory.  When they had their 

land back, they wanted a king like the other nations.  God gave them a king.  

Saul was their first king, then David.  They grew to be a very strong nation.  

But they did not continue to follow God.  They soon divided as a nation – a 

northern kingdom and a southern kingdom.  Both kingdoms were up and 

down in their relationship to God.  God warned them through prophets that 

they would be taken captive if they continued to worship false gods. 

 

CAPTIVITY   God caused the nation of Assyria to take the northern kingdom (Israel) 

captive.  He caused the nation Babylon to take the southern kingdom 

(Judah) captive.  He did this because both nations refused to stop worshiping 

false gods. 

 

RETURN   After seventy years the Israelites were allowed to return to their homeland.  

They returned to Jerusalem, the capital city of the southern kingdom, and 

began to rebuild the city. 
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3. The Story of the Bodily Christ. 

 

 
BIRTH  About four hundred years after Israel's return to their land, Jesus was born.  

A man named Joseph was to be married to Mary.  Before they were married, 

Mary became pregnant.  Mary was still a virgin.  The Holy Spirit had caused 

her to be pregnant with Jesus, the Son of God.  When it came time for the 

birth, Joseph and Mary were in Bethlehem.  There was no room for them at 

the inn, so they spent the night in a stable.  It was there that Jesus was born. 

 

LIFE  When Jesus was about thirty years old, he began His ministry.  He traveled 

throughout the country.  He told people how to be right with God.  He chose 

twelve men to be His disciples (special followers).  During this time Jesus 

did many miracles and good things for people.  He healed the sick, fed the 

hungry and even raised people from the dead.  All during His life, Jesus 

never sinned.  He always did what God, the Father, wanted Him to do. 

 

DEATH– At first Jesus was very popular. That soon changed. Jesus taught that people 

could not get to heaven by following tradition. This made the religious 

leaders upset. Jesus, also, said he was the Son of God. This made the 

religious leaders even more angry. They did not believe He could be God. 

The religious leaders decided to kill Jesus. They  had Him arrested.  The 

religious leaders were not allowed to put someone to death. They handed 

Him over to the Roman government to be put to death. The Romans found 

no fault in Jesus, but allowed Him to be crucified. Jesus was nailed to a 

cross on a hill outside Jerusalem. There He died. 

 

RESURRECTION Jesus died on a Friday. His body was put in a cave and a large rock was 

rolled in front of it. On Sunday morning, several ladies went to look at the 

place where Jesus was laid. When they got there, the large stone was rolled 

away. A good spirit appeared to them and told them that Jesus had risen 

from the dead. Many people saw Jesus after His resurrection.  

 

ASCENSION  Forty days after His resurrection, Jesus appeared again to His disciples. 

 He told them they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came to them.  

He spoke other words to them also.  When He was finished speaking, He 

was taken up into the clouds.  Two good spirits appeared and told the 

disciples that someday Jesus would come back. 
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4. The Story of the Living Church 

 
BEGINS -  Jesus had gone back to heaven.  The disciples waited in Jerusalem for the 

promised Holy Spirit.  He soon came and entered into the lives of the 

followers of Jesus.   On the day the Holy Spirit came there were miraculous 

signs given by God to show this was a special occasion.  One of the disciples 

(Peter) spoke to a large crowd on this day.  About three thousand of them 

believed Peter's message about Jesus and became followers of Christ. 

 

GROWS   The church grew quickly in and around Jerusalem.  Many Israelites believed 

that Jesus was indeed the Son of God.  They believed that He was the perfect 

sacrifice that died for their sin.  These believers met often for teaching, 

fellowship, communion and prayer.   

 

SPREADS   The religious leaders of Israel were still very much against Jesus.  They 

began to make life very hard for his followers.  These leaders persecuted 

the church so much that many of Jesus' followers had to leave Jerusalem.  

In this way, the news about Jesus spread even more.  It went everywhere 

the followers of Jesus went.  Through a vision given to Peter (a disciple) the 

church began to see that the good news about Jesus was for other races also.  

A man named Paul became a Christian (a follower of Christ).  He went on 

long trips taking the news of Jesus to his fellow Israelites and to those of 

other cultures and nationalities. 

 

CHALLENGES   The early church had many challenges.  One of these challenges was purity.  

There were some in the church who did not realize that to be a follower of 

Christ meant they were not to continue to sin as they had in the past.  

Another challenge was persecution.  Some people were even killed because 

they believed in Jesus.  Prejudice, also, was a challenge the early church 

faced.  The Israelite Christians were not convinced at first, that God's 

salvation through Christ was for people of other cultures and nationalities. 

 

LETTERS   Many of the books in the New Testament are letters.  These are letters 

written to individuals and to churches.  They were written to encourage and 

instruct people in their walk with Jesus Christ. 
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5. The Story of the Ending. 
 

RAPTURE–  There is coming a day when Christians will be taken out of the world.  

Everything will be going on in a normal way and suddenly every follower 

of Jesus will be gone. They will go to meet Jesus in the air. They will be 

with Him forever. Even the bodies of believers who have died will be raised 

from the grave. These bodies will go up first, then the Christians who are 

alive will go up. Only unbelievers will be left on earth. This day is coming.  

It will mark the end of the age of the church. 

 

TRIBULATION–  A time of tribulation will begin soon after the rapture. Tribulation means 

trouble. This is a time of great trouble over the whole earth. It is also a time 

when God deals specifically with the nation of Israel once again.  God uses 

this time to prepare Israel for Jesus' second coming. This will be a time of 

wars, famines, disease, earthquakes, hailstorms, darkness, and persecution. 

The evil spirit, Satan, will try to set up his kingdom on earth during this 

time. He will try to get many people to worship him. The tribulation will 

end with a large battle in a valley in Israel called Armageddon. 

 

RETURN   The Tribulation will end with the second return of Jesus Christ.  This return 

is often called the Second Coming.  Jesus came first as a carpenter's son.  

His second coming will be as a king.  He will land on a hill outside 

Jerusalem.  He will end the battle of Armageddon when he returns. 

 

MILLENNIUM   When Jesus returns he will set up his kingdom on earth. This kingdom will 

last a thousand years. During this time, Jesus will govern very strictly. He 

will be absolute ruler. This will be a time of peace and righteousness. Any 

sin will be punished immediately. Satan will be bound by God during this 

time. At the end of the thousand years, Satan is released and many people 

will choose to follow him. At that time, God will throw Satan and all the 

bad spirits into a place prepared for them. They will be punished there 

forever. 

 

ETERNITY   God will make a new heaven and a new earth after the millennium.  All the 

people who were not followers of Jesus will be sent to the same place as 

Satan and the evil spirits.  These people will be punished there forever.  All 

the people who were followers of Christ will spend eternity with God.  

These people will be happy forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“He who was seated on the throne said, 

‘I am making everything new!’” 
Revelation 21:5 
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LOOKING BACK OVER THIS 

COURSE 

 
I trust this course has given you The Big Picture 

of the Bible.  It should help you see how the whole 

Bible fits together.  When you take other Bible 

studies, hear Bible stories or listen to sermons 

from the Bible, you should be able to fit them into 

The Big Picture. 

 

A "Leader's Guide" is included in the back of this workbook.  You may use this to help someone 

else through The Big Picture.  The person who led you through this course should be available to 

help you lead someone else through this study. 

 

Take the test on the pages 50 - 54 if you are taking this course for credit toward receiving a diploma 

from the Native Bible Centre. Mail, fax or scan & email your test to Native Bible Centre. 

 

The Big Picture is the first course in the T.R.I.B.E. Extension Programme of the Native Bible 

Centre. The courses do not have to be taken in order, but it does help in your learning process.  

Enjoy your studies of God's Word! 

 

 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

      

 

 

 

 

May God continue to bless you. 

 

 May He continue to help you 

grow in your spiritual walk and 

may He help you reach out to 

others with the Good News of 

Jesus Christ. 
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Take the test on the following pages 

if you are taking this course for credit. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

            

Even if you are not taking The Big Picture for credit, 

 

it would help to review by taking the test. 
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If you are taking this course for credit, please fill in your name and address, do the following 

assignment and take the final test. Send, fax or scan & email the assignment and test pages to 

the Native Bible Centre for grading. Native Bible Centre, 5513 Silverthorn Road, Olds, AB 

T4H 1C3, info@nativebiblecentre.org. Please use BLACK ink on test. 
 

NAME: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE_________________________________EMAIL_______________________________________ 

ASSIGNMENT 
Read the following Bible passages. Put a check beside each section you read. You can read one passage 

each day, or take as long as you like. These passages will help you see THE BIG PICTURE of the 

Bible. Be sure to send in this reading sheet to Native Bible Centre along with your Final Test. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
The Story of the Beginning 

_____  Spirits   Luke 10:18;  Ezekiel 28:12-19; Isaiah 14:12; 1 Peter 5:8 

_____  Creation   Genesis 1-2 

_____  Sin   Genesis 3 

_____  Rainbow  Genesis 6-9:17 

_____  Nations   Genesis 11 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Story of the Israelite Children 

_____  Forefathers  Genesis 12, 21, 22;  27;  37;  39-41 

_____  Worship   Exodus 3, 20 

_____  Nation   Joshua 1; Judges 6-7, 1 Samuel 15-16; 1 Kings 11-12 

_____  Captivity  Jeremiah 52; Daniel 1 

_____  Return   Nehemiah 1-2 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Story of the Bodily Christ 

_____  Birth   Luke 2;  Matthew 1-2 

_____  Life   Mark 1 - 2, 8 

_____  Death   Matthew 27 

_____  Resurrection  Matthew 28 

_____  Ascension  Acts 1 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Story of the Living Church 

_____  Begins   Acts 2 

_____  Grows   Acts 3-5 

_____  Spreads   Acts 8;  13-14 

_____  Challenges  Acts 5:1-11;  8:1-3;  11:1-18 

_____  Letters   1 Corinthians 1;  Ephesians 1;  Hebrews 1 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Story of the Ending 

_____  Rapture   1 Thessalonians 4:13 - 5:11 

_____  Tribulation  Revelation 16 

_____  Return   Revelation 19;  Zechariah 14:1-5 

_____  Millennium  Revelation 20 

_____  Eternity  Revelation 21-22 

mailto:info@nativebiblecentre.org
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FINAL TEST – 

THE BIG PICTURE 
 

1. Fill in the blanks to give the five main stories and the twenty-five key words of  

   The Big Picture. 

 

        Main Stories               Key Words 

a. __________________   1. ______________________ 

      2. ______________________ 

      3. ______________________ 

      4. ______________________ 

      5. ______________________ 
 

b. __________________   1. ______________________ 

      2. ______________________ 

      3. ______________________ 

      4. ______________________ 

      5. ______________________ 
 

c. __________________   1. ______________________ 

      2. ______________________ 

      3. ______________________ 

      4. ______________________ 

      5. ______________________ 
 

d. __________________   1. ______________________ 

      2. ______________________ 

      3. ______________________ 

      4. ______________________ 

      5. ______________________ 
 

e.___________________   1. ______________________ 

      2. ______________________ 

      3. ______________________ 

      4. ______________________ 

           5. ______________________ 
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2. Name the spirit who rebelled against God.  _________________________________________ 

3. What is one thing the good spirits are sent to do here on earth?  _________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is sin?  _________________________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What sign did God give that He would never flood the earth again? 

  __________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Where did God begin the different nations?  ________________________________________ 

7. Name the four main forefathers of the Israelite nation.  ________________________________ 

  _________________________________________________________________________________  

8. Name the place where God gave the Israelites the instructions on how to worship Him. 

   _________________________________________________________________________________  

8b. Name the man who brought these instructions down from the mountain?  

  ________________________________________________________________________________  

9. Name the first two kings of Israel.  

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Tell why God had Assyria and Babylon take Israel into captivity.  ______________________ 

  ________________________________________________________________________________  

11.  How long were the Israelites in captivity?  ________________________________________ 

12. What was miraculous about Jesus Christ’s birth?  ___________________________________ 
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13. How was the life of Jesus different from other men?  ________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

14. Why did the religious leaders want Jesus killed?  ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

15. Why did God send His Son to die?  ______________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

16. What day of the week did Jesus raise from the dead?  ________________________________ 

17. How many days after the resurrection did Jesus go back to heaven?  ____________________ 

18. Where did the church begin?  ___________________________________________________ 

19. What was one challenge that the early church faced?       

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

20. Name at least three letters (books) in the New Testament written to encourage and instruct  

 churches.  

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

21. What is the rapture? __________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

22. How long will the "Tribulation" last?  ____________________________________________ 

23. What is the Millennium?  ______________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  



THE BIG PICTURE                                                                                                                                   FINAL TEST 

 

54 

24. How long will those who have trusted in Christ, live with Him in the new heaven and earth? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

25. Tell one of the main ways this course has helped you understand the Bible. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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LEADER’S GUIDE 
 

An important part of the Christian life is passing on what you have learned. This LEADER'S 

GUIDE section has been written to help you take someone through this course.   

 

Using the LEADER'S GUIDE, you can lead another person through the study. You do not need to 

teach the lessons. The workbook has been written to do that for you. You will see if the student 

has learned the main points. You will review some for the material and be available for any 

questions. You will, also, want to talk about how the lesson applies to life. 

 

You should meet once a week to go over a lesson. It should take you six weeks to finish this course. 

If you have any questions, the study leader who led you through this course should be available to 

help you. If you do not have a study leader, call, email or write nbc for help: 

 

1. PRAYER  -- Begin with prayer.  Ask God to help you see The Big Picture of what He has given 

in the Bible.  Pray for any specific prayer requests your student may have. 

 

2. CHECK – Check to see if the student learned the main points of the lesson.  Do this by giving 

a written, or a verbal quiz.  Ask the student to write, or tell, the five main stories in The Big Picture 

and the key words covered so far in the study. 

 

3. ASK – Ask the student if he/she has any questions about the lesson.  Answer the questions.  If 

you do not know the answer, tell him/her that you do not know, but you will try and find the answer 

by the next meeting.  You can ask the person who helped you through this course to help you with 

these questions or contact NBC for help. 

 

4. REVIEW – Review any of the main teachings you feel need special emphasis.  Most of the 

main teachings are underlined and in bold print throughout the lesson. 

 

5. PREPARE – Prepare for the next week's lesson by looking at the illustration on page 8     

    with the student.  Show what you have covered and introduce next week's topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

             

             

             

             

             

             

          

At the end of lesson six ask the student if he/she would like to begin 

the next course in the T.R.I.B.E. Programme.  (In the Beginning) 

 

You, or another study leader, should be prepared to lead them in the 

study of the next course. 

 

Also, at the end of Lesson Six – ask if the student knows someone who 

would like to work through The Big Picture. Let the student know that 

they can lead someone through this study. Assure your student that you 

will be available to help. 
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