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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

 

 

This self-study course looks at the Biblical foundation of the New Testament Church. All areas 

of the local church life are covered: 

 

 

Its meaning and importance 

Members and leaders 

Ordinances 

The believer’s responsibility 

The believer’s growth and discipline 

 

 

If you are taking this course for credit, there are three tests you are required to take as part of the 

course. The first test is at the end of Lesson 6; the second test is at the end of Lesson 12 and the 

final test is at the end of Lesson 18. Each test covers only the material for the chapters that 

follow the previous test. 

 

It is suggested that you read the test over carefully before you take it. Make sure that you can 

answer all the questions by checking back through the materials in the lessons covered. 

Remember to mail, fax or scan and email the test to the Native Bible Centre for correcting if you 

are taking the course for credit. The NBC staff will correct the test and return it back to you, 

keeping a copy in your student file with your transcripts. 

 

We trust you will enjoy this study and that it will help you and your local church make a 

difference in this world and for God’s kingdom! 

 

For further information about these and other TRIBE courses, please write, email or call toll-

free: 

 

 

NATIVE BIBLE CENTRE 
6145 Mowatt Street  

Wardner, BC V0B 2J0 

info@nativebiblecentre.com 

 

1-866-70TRIBE  (708-7423) 

FAX: 250-665-8022 

mailto:info@nativebiblecentre.com
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LESSON ONE 

 

 

THE MEANING OF THE WORD 

“CHURCH” 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Christians everywhere place a great deal of importance on the church. It is important to  

understand what the Bible says about the church and what each Christian’s responsibility is to  

the church. 

 

If you look in a concordance, you will find that the word church is not used in the Old Testament  

of the Bible. In the first four books in the New Testament (The Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke  

and John), the word church is used only twice. Find the verses in Matthew that talk about the  

church. A concordance  will be very helpful. 

 

   Matthew 16:  ________ 

 

   Matthew 18:  _________ 

 

In the book of Acts, the word church is used 22 times. 

 

In the book of 1 Corinthians, the word church is used 22 times 

 

In chapter five of Ephesians, the word church is used 6 times. 

 

In Revelation, the last book of the Bible, chapters 2 and 3 are Christ’s letters to seven churches. 

But after Revelation chapter 3, there is no mention of the word church again until the end of the 

book – Revelation 22:16. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The word church is used 

114 times in the New Testament 

but not even once 

in the Old Testament. 
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WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE WORD “CHURCH”? 
 

The New Testament was originally written in Greek. In this language the word for church is 

ekklesia (pronounced ek – clay – SEE – ah). This Greek word comes from two other words: 

 

Ek – means “out” 
 

Klesis -  means “a calling” 

 

1. Can you guess what ekklesia means by putting these two Greek words together? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Read 1 Peter 2:9 and fill in the blanks: 

“But you are a ________________________ people, a ________________________  

priesthood, a ________________________ nation, a people belonging to God, 

that you might declare the _________________ of Him who  

___________________ you out of ____________________ into His  

wonderful __________________.” 

3. Read Romans 1:5-7 – The word called is used ____________  

times in these verses. 

4. Read Romans 8:28-30 – Who called each of us before we  

became Christians? ___________ 

5. Romans 9:23-24 – Did God call only one race of people to be  

His very own? _______________ 

6. 1 Corinthians 1:2:  As God’s children, what are we called to be?  _____________________ 

7. 1 Corinthians 1:23-24: When we are called by God, what two attributes (qualities) do we see  

in Christ? 

“….the ________________________ of God and the ___________________ of God.” 

The word 

Ekklesia 

means  

“ones 

who have  

been  

called out.” 
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TWO WAYS “CHURCH” IS USED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 

Even though there is only one word for church in the Bible (ekklesia), that word is used in two 

ways. 

 

1. THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH 

 
The Universal Church is the group of all who have become Christians since Acts 2 at 

Pentecost. (Acts 2) The Holy Spirit was given to believers at this time. Each 

Christian is placed into the universal church (the body of believers) by the baptism 

of the Holy Spirit.  

 
   This means all believers since Pentecost, whether they are physically  

         alive now or not, are a part of the Universal Church.  

 

Read Ephesians 3:10, 21 – Does verse 21 sound like Paul is referring to a particular church in a 

specific place?  ______________________  

 

These verses show how the word church is used in the Bible in a universal way. 

 

A person becomes a true Christian by trusting in Jesus Christ for forgiveness of sins. Only true 

Christians are part of the Universal Church. 

 

What two words does Paul use in Titus 3:5,6 to explain the Holy Spirit’s work to bring 

salvation? 

 

Re     

 

Re     

 

When we are born again and the Holy Spirit dwells inside of us, he also makes us to become a 

part of Christ’s Universal Church. Jesus Christ announced that he would build His church. 

 

Read Matthew 16:16-18. When Jesus said this, do you think he was talking about the Universal 

Church or a local church? 

_______Universal 
 

                                                                _______Local   

`Why do you think that? __________________________________________________________ 

What do you think Satan wants to do with Jesus’ Church? _______________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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2.  THE LOCAL CHURCH 

 
The Local Church is a group of believers in a certain place who gather 

together for instruction, fellowship, worship and service. 

 

 

There is only one Universal Church but there are many local churches. You 

must be a Christian to be part of the universal church, but you do not have to 

be a Christian to enter a local church. Local churches meet in church 

buildings, rented halls or homes around the world. 

 

 

Read Romans 16:5. Where did that local church meet? _________________ 

   

 
     TRUE OR FALSE? 

 
                                      ____a. All believers are members of the Universal Church. 

 

     ____b. All believers are members of a local church. 

 

   ____c. All members of local churches are believers & part 

   of the Universal Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
REMEMBER: 

 

There may be many 

 local churches,  

but there is only  

one Universal Church. 
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LESSON TWO 

 

 
THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH 

IN HISTORY 
 

THE BEGINNING OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH 
 

Acts chapter two tells about Pentecost – the birthday of the Church. Pentecost was a religious 

holiday for the Jews. There were many Jewish people from all over the world at Jerusalem 

celebrating Pentecost. 

 

Forty days after his resurrection, Jesus ascended (went back to heaven) to be with his Father. He 

told his disciples to wait in Jerusalem until God would do a new thing to them – baptize them 

with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4, 5) 

 

Ten days later, while the disciples were gathered together in a room praying, God placed the 

Holy Spirit into each of them as He had promised. He gave them the ability to speak in 

languages they had never learned. All of the worshipping Jews who were from many different 

nations heard the good news about Jesus Christ, each in his own language. Many of these 

foreigners accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior and were born again. They had new life and were 

made a part of the Church along with the disciples. Read Acts 2:1-41. 

 

1. This new work of the Holy Spirit was explained by Jesus before he died. Read John 14:16-17. 

 

“And I will ask the ___________________, and he will give you another ________________ 

to be with you __________________ -- the ________________ of truth. The world cannot  

accept him, because it neither sees him nor _______________ him. But you know him, for he  

lives _________________ you (now) and will be __________ you.” 

 

The disciples knew about the Holy Spirit. In Old Testament times and before Pentecost, the 

Holy Spirit was with believers to help them. He would come upon them at various times for a 

specific purpose. (Judges 3:10; 11:29; 1 Samuel 10:6). Now he would come to remain 

forever. At Pentecost (and after), God gives the Holy Spirit to live in believers, just as He 

promised. The Universal Church is made up of those who have the Holy Spirit living inside of 

them because of their faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

2. What does Romans 8:9 say about the person who does not have the Spirit of Christ living in 

him? _____________________________________________________________________ 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT PLACES BELIEVERS INTO THE  

UNIVERSAL CHURCH 
 

The word baptism means “to place into.” Read Acts 1:4,5 again. Fill in the blanks: 

“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the _________________ my Father promised, 

which you have heard _________ speak about. For John_________________ with water, but in  

a few days you will be ________________________ with the _________________  

________________.” 

It was at Pentecost a few days later when the Holy Spirit was placed into believers. Since the 

time of Pentecost the Holy Spirit indwells all believers. He lives in us and we are joined to 

him. 

 

This placing into the body of Christ is called the baptism of the Spirit. This Spirit baptism 

helps us understand what the Universal Church is. 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

1.  According to this verse, the Holy Spirit baptizes us into how many bodies?  ____________ 

2. Does this baptism take place for only certain nationalities? _______________ What does the 

verse say about this?  __________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Is this baptism only for those who have important positions? _________________  What does  

this verse say about it?  ___________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. According to 1 Corinthians 12:27, whose body is every believer baptized into (placed into)?  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is often misunderstood today. Many people are trying to get the  

baptism of the Holy Spirit even though they have already received Jesus Christ into their lives  

and are Christians. They think that God gives the Holy Spirit in a special way after salvation.  

 

(The Body of Christ) 

Spirit Baptism 

The Church 
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But the Bible teaches: 

 

 The Holy Spirit indwells every Christian when he is saved. 

(Romans 8:9;1 Corinthians 6:19) 

 

 The Holy Spirit places every Christian into Christ’s body (the Church) when he is saved. 

(1 Corinthians 12:12-13) 

 

 

 

 

Christ is Coming! 
 
 

 

 

5. According to Titus 2:13, what is “the blessed hope” that every believer is waiting for? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Someday Jesus Christ will appear for all believers – his Church. There are two passages of 

Scripture that describe Jesus’ appearing and the rapture of the Church. 

 

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. These verses tell us about “the coming of the Lord.” 

 

6. From where will the Lord come?  _________________________________________________ 

7. The word rapture means to be “caught up”. Which verse tells us that believers will be caught  

up? ________________________________________________________________________ 

8. If all living believers are raptured (caught up), what will happen to believers who have died? 

(See verses 16,17) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-57. This tells us something else that will happen to believers when 

they are caught up. 
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9. Verse 51 tells us we will be changed. Read verse 50 again and write down why we need to be  

changed from the way we are on earth now. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

10. According to these two places in the Bible (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 & 1 Corinthians 15:50- 

57), where will the Universal Church be after Christ’s appearing and the rapture? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

(1 Thessalonians 4:17) 

 

“For the Lord Himself 

will come down from heaven,  

with a loud command,  

with the voice of the archangel  

and with the trumpet call of God,  

and the dead in Christ will rise first.  

After that, we who are still alive and are left  

will be caught up with them in the clouds 

 to meet the Lord in the air.  

And so we will be with the Lord forever.” 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 
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LESSON THREE 

 

 

THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH IN THE BIBLE 
 

OLD TESTAMENT MYSTERY 
 

We have already seen that the church was not mentioned in the Old Testament. Even Jesus only 

referred to the church twice in the Gospels. But beginning in Acts and in all of the Epistles 

(Romans through Jude), the church is seen and taught about over and over again. 

 

To the Old Testament writers, the church was a mystery to them.  

The people of the Old Testament were told about the Kingdom that 

Messiah would someday bring in. But they did not know about the 

Church that Jesus Christ would build. 

 

In the Old Testament Israel held a special place of privilege before God. 

A Jew would have laughed at any suggestion that a Gentile (anyone  

not a Jew) could hold an equal share with a Jew in the promises of God.  

It simply was not true. 

 

In the Old Testament (Isaiah 49:6 and 56:6,7) it was predicted by the prophets that the Gentiles 

would be called to salvation, but nowhere was it even hinted that anyone who was not a Jew 

would be a fellow member of a body in which Jews did not have first place above all others. 

 

 

Read Ephesians 2:11-12.  

 

1. Gentiles (all non-Jewish people) had no knowledge of a Messiah. 

They were “separate from ____________________.” (v.12) 

2. Gentiles were not a part of God’s people, the Jews. 

“excluded from citizenship in ______________________.”(v. 12) 

3. God’s Word was strange to them. 

“foreigners to the covenants of the _______________________.”(v. 12) 

4. They were lost and Godless. 

“without  ___________________ and without ____________________ in the world.(v. 12) 

 

By mystery we 

mean 

“a spiritual 

truth that has 

not been made 

known before.” 
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THE MYSTERY REVEALED 

Read Ephesians 3:2-6 and answer the following questions: 

5. How was the mystery made known to Paul? (v. 3)____________________________________ 

6. Who revealed this mystery? (v. 5)  ________________________________________________ 

7. To whom was this mystery not made known? (v. 5)  __________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Read verse 6 and tell in your own words what this mystery is: __________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

The Jewish people thought God’s plans were only for them. They became proud of the privileges 

that God had given them and eventually they fell into sin as a nation. God gave them many 

promises about a future kingdom, but the Jewish people didn’t listen. They didn’t even listen to 

Jesus Christ, who was the Messiah – the King of the kingdom God had promised to them. 

 

But God had another plan that had been kept secret from the Jewish people. The secret was that 

God would bring wonderful privileges and promises to all people through the death of Christ. 

 

Read Ephesians 2:15,16. God’s purpose in the New Testament times was to create one new man 

out of the two (Jew and Gentile), and in this one body to bring them together in Christ.  

 

TWO PICTURES OF THE CHURCH 

                             #1 - Building 

The Church is pictured as a building  in the New Testament.  

Read Ephesians 2:19-22. 

 

1. Who is pictured as the cornerstone of the building?  ______________________________  

(v. 20) 
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2. Who forms the foundation to this building?  ________________ and __________________ 

 (v. 20) 

3. Who are the ones who are built on the foundation? Members of _______  _______________ 

 (v. 19 & 20) 

4. How is the building being constructed? How is the process of building described in v. 21? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What is the final result? (v. 21 & 22) ______________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

#2 – Body 

 

    In the New Testament the Church is also pictured as a body.  Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 

 

1. In verses 14-16 we learn that just as a body needs different parts, so also the Church needs  

different people. 

 

“Now the body is not made up of _________________ part,  

but of ________________.”  (v. 14) 

 

2. In verses 17-19 we learn that just as a body needs all of its parts, so also the Church needs  

every person. 

 

If they were all _____________ part, where would the _____________ be?” (v. 19) 

3. So there is a place for everyone in the Body of Christ, the Church. 

 

“As it is, there are ________________ parts, but _____________ body.” (v. 20) 
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In Ephesians 4:11-16, there is another picture of the Church as a Body. 

4. Who is the head of the body?  __________________________________________________ 

5. What should be happening in this body? (vs. 12, 15, 16)  _____________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. How many parts of the body have a responsibility to work within the body?  (v. 16) 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

These are two pictures of the Church in Scripture – a building and a body. 

 

A third picture of the Church is found in Ephesians 5:22-33. 

This pictures the Church as a bride.  

 

Read these verses and spend some time thinking about them.  

 

There is good instruction for husbands and wives in these 

verses, also. 
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LESSON FOUR 

 

 

THE LOCAL CHURCH 

ITS IMPORTANCE AND PURPOSE - 

 
In Lesson 3 the Universal Church was studied. The Scriptures say the Universal Church: 

 

- is made up of all believers from Pentecost to the rapture.  

- The Holy Spirit has placed all believers into this Church, making them part of the Body of 

Christ. 

 

Scripture also places the local church in a very important position. 

 

 
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE LOCAL CHURCH 

 

It was discussed in previous lessons that the local church is a group of believers in a certain 

place and time who gather together to do certain things. This lesson will look at the local 

church in more detail. 

 

 

Read 1 Timothy 3:15. In this verse, Paul was writing to Timothy, a young pastor of a church.  

 

1. What does Paul call the church?  “__________________ household.” 

The church is made up of people who are in the same family. God is our  

Father. We are his children. We are brothers and sisters together in God’s 

family. There should be loving and caring family relationships in the local  

church. 

2. In 1 Timothy 3:15 there is another description of the church: 

 

“the _______________ and foundation of the ___________________” 

 

 

The truth about God is to be supported by the church. It is the church’s responsibility to keep 

the doctrines (teachings) of the Scripture pure. It is the church’s responsibility to instruct and 

help people live their life as God wants Christians to live – in a pure and righteous way. In this 

way the truth is supported, both in what Christians believe and the way Christians act. 
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3. According to the above paragraph, what two things should be kept pure in the local church? 

1. _________________________________________________________________  

2. _________________________________________________________________  

4. Which of these two things have to do with what Christians believe?  

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Which of these things have to do with the way Christians act?  

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Read Matthew 16:15-18. It is important to understand what Jesus is saying in verse 18. 

“And I tell you that you are ___________________, and on this ________________ I will build 

my church.” 

 

 Remember that Greek is the original language in which the New Testament was written. It is 

important to include all the verses in this passage of scripture to understand what Jesus was 

referring to when he says, “..and on this rock I will build my church.”  

 

 

Look again at verse 16 where Peter declares who Jesus is. Remember that the Jews would not 

accept Jesus as the Messiah they had been waiting for. When Peter declared, “You are the Christ, 

the Son of the living God,” he was proclaiming Jesus as that very One – the Messiah! Christ was 

going to build his church, not on Peter, but on the confession Peter made -Christ is the Son of 

the living God!  

 

 

When Jesus states, “on this rock I will build 

my church” he used the Greek word for a 

mass of rock. Peter’s name means stone. 

These are two different Greek words for 

rock. So, compared to the mass of rock on 

which Jesus was going to build his church, 

Peter was only a pebble. Jesus does not build 

his church on any man, but on “Christ, the 

Son of the living God!” 

 

Notice the difference between  
a mass of rock and  

a pebble. 

Important 

Jesus does not 
build His 
church on  

any man, 
But on 

“Christ, the 
Son of the 

Living God.” 
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    THE INWARD PURPOSE OF THE LOCAL CHURCH 
 

 

Read Ephesians 4:11-16. God has given special people to the church to prepare God’s people to 

serve him. 

 

 

1. Who has Christ given to the church (v.11)?  ________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In verse 12, who is to do “works of service”?  _______________________________________ 

Notice the order in these verses: 

 Christ gives certain gifted men to the church (v.11). 

 These gifted men prepare God’s people. (v. 12) 

 God’s people do the works of service. (v.12) 

 The result is “that the body of Christ may be _________________  ___________.”  

(v. 12) 

Sometimes people in the local church think it is the pastor’s job to do the 

works of service and to build people up in the church. But these verses tell  

us that God’s people are to serve each other to build one another up.  

3. According to Ephesians 4:13-16, there are four things that will happen in a  

church when believers are building up one another.  

 

1. ________________________________________________________________  

2. ________________________________________________________________  

3. ________________________________________________________________  

The inward 

purpose of the 

church is to 

build up the 

believers. 
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4. Hebrews 10:24-25 Lists three ways believers could build up one another: 

 

1) _________________________________________________________________  

2) _________________________________________________________________  

3) _________________________________________________________________  

5. In Acts 20:32 Paul was leaving the church leaders of Ephesus. But he knew they had  

something that would be able to build them up. What could help build them up?  ___________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

This is why every pastor should preach and teach the Word of God to the believers in the  

church. The Word of God has power to build us up. When a pastor teaches the Word and the  

believers encourage each other to obey the Word, God’s people are building up one other. 

6. Read 2 Timothy 4:1-2. Timothy was a young pastor. Why do you think Paul charged Timothy  

to preach the Word.?  __________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

THE OUTWARD PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH 

Read Matthew 28:19-20. This command of Jesus is the church’s “Great Commission.” This is  

the church’s job in the world. 

1. The job is to “go and ________________  ____________________ of all nations.” 

This means to evangelize the world. To evangelize means to tell the good news about Jesus  

Christ so that people will know how they can be saved. When people are evangelized and they  

receive Christ, they become his “disciples”, or “learners.” 

2. There are two other things the church should do in making disciples: 

(v. 19)  ___________________________________________________________________ 

(v. 20)  ___________________________________________________________________ 
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When a new believer is baptized, he is declaring to everyone that he is a Christian. When he does 

this, he is strengthened in his faith. Baptism is important to show the new believer’s faith. 
 

When a believer is taught, he is being built up in his knowledge of the church also. He begins to 

become mature. 
 

Read Acts 1:8. This verse explains how the world will be evangelized. It gives us a pattern for  

evangelizing the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Where were the disciples to begin their witnessing? _________________________________ 

 

 This is the very city where Jesus was crucified, and yet Jesus wanted these people to be the  

first to receive the call to repentance and faith in Him. This was where the disciples called  

“home”. 

 

 

4. Where would the disciples be witnessing next? ________________________ and 

______________________. 

Judea was the southern section of Palestine with mostly a Jewish population. Samaria was in 

the center of Palestine and was looked on by the Jews with hatred because the people living 

there were half Jew and half Gentile. These two areas represent the state or province 

surrounding your hometown. 

 

The Ends of the Earth 

 Judea 

Samaria 

 

Jerusalem 
 (home town) 

(Province) (State) 

World Missions 
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5. Where was the third place the disciples’ witness about Jesus was to be heard?  _____________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

This area would include the Gentile (non-Jewish) countries. Until now Gentiles were not 

included in the religious privileges like the Jews were.  

 

 

World Missions means taking the Good News of Jesus Christ to others around the world who do 

not have the privilege of hearing God’s message like we do, but who are included in the call 

of Jesus to salvation just as much as we are. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Outward Purpose 

of the church  

is to evangelize  

the lost. 

 



THE CHURCH                                                                        LESSON FIVE 

THE INWARD PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH  

25 

LESSON FIVE 

 

 

THE INWARD PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

All local churches need to understand how important this is. 

 

 

BUILD UP ONE ANOTHER  
 

Read 1 Timothy 3:15.  

 

1. The local church is “the ___________________ and _______________________ 

of the _____________________________.” (Instead of this word, some translations use 

the word bulwark meaning “A wall or embankment raised as a defensive fortification.” 

 

 

The early Christians met in churches for instruction in the Word of God 

and for building up one another. This is clearly taught in Acts and the 

Epistles, especially Paul’s letters to Timothy and Titus. 

 

 

2. Read Acts 2:42. In this part of Acts we see what went on in the very first  

church after Pentecost. The believers were built up in four ways: 

 

“They devoted themselves to: 

1).  _______________________________________________________ 

2). _______________________________________________________ 

3).  _______________________________________________________ 

4). _______________________________________________________ 

 

Regular meetings of the local church should provide these four things to help encourage 

believers to continue to walk in obedience to the Lord. 

      The inward purpose of the church is to build up believers 

The church is 

responsible to 

guard the 

teachings of the 

Bible and the way 

believers live. 
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KNOW GOD’S WORD 

3. How long did Paul teach the Word to the church in Antioch (Act 11:26)? _________________ 

4. How long did Paul teach the Word to the church in Corinth (Acts 18:11)? ________________ 

5. How long did Paul teach the Word to the church in Ephesus (Acts 19:8-10)? ______________ 

Paul also sent other men to teach the Word of God in churches he had started. (Acts 19:22) 

He wrote letters to some of these men, telling them what to do in these churches. 

6. In 1 Timothy 4:13, what did Paul tell Timothy to do? _________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What did Paul instruct Titus to do in Titus 2:1?  _____________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

In all the other epistles (Romans through Jude) Paul and other leaders were giving God’s 

teaching to the local churches. 

 

PUT BIBLE KNOWLEDGE INTO PRACTICE 

1. In 1 Corinthians 14:26, Paul recognizes that everyone may have a part in the church meeting.  

But he continues by instructing: 

“All of these must be done for the ______________________ of the church.” 

2. Romans 12:4-8 says that each of God’s children has different gifts (abilities to serve in the  

church). Seven of these gifts are listed in verses 6-8. List them below. 

1)  _________________________________________________________________________ 

2)  _________________________________________________________________________ 

3)  _________________________________________________________________________ 

4)  _________________________________________________________________________ 

5)  _________________________________________________________________________ 

6)  _________________________________________________________________________ 

7)  _________________________________________________________________________ 
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In the church each believer can put his knowledge of the Bible into practice. He may do it by 

leading in worship to God. He may do it by a certain ministry to other Christians or by 

witnessing to the lost. But every believer has a place of service in the church. 

 
 

EQUIPPING BELIEVERS FOR SERVICE 
 

The local church should help people become qualified to serve in God’s family. 

 

1. According to Ephesians 4:11-12. Who needs to be prepared for works of service?  

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. God has called every believer to do works of service. This is so the body of Christ may be 

__________________  ________. 

3. According to 2 Timothy 3:16-17, what did God give us so that “the man of God may be  

thoroughly equipped for every good work?” _________________________________ 

 

The church should prepare every believer for service. It’s 

important that a Christian be equipped in how to study the Word of 

God, how to pray and how to be obedient. They should be taught 

how to witness and how to use their spiritual gifts to help others. 

There are many areas in which the church should be working to 

equip God’s people. 

 

DEVELOPING GOOD FAMILY LIFE 

Adam and Eve were the first family. God established families long before he established the 

Church. God wants families to be strong. He knows that strong families make strong churches. 

 

In Ephesians 5:22 to 6:4 Paul shows how family relationships are supposed to be like Christ’s 

relationship to the Church: 

 

1.  “The husband is the head of the wife as ___________________ is the head of the 

_________________.”(v. 23) 

2.  “Now as the ___________________ submits to ____________________, so also  

 ____________________ should submit to their husbands in everything. (v. 24) 
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3.  “Husbands, __________________ your wives, just as ____________________ loved 

the ______________________….” (v. 25) 

 

4.  The husband should feed and care for his wife, just as ____________________ does the  

church. (v. 28-29) 

 

5.  A husband is ____________________ to his wife, just as Christ is _________________ 

to the _______________________. (v. 31-32) 

When children are taught to obey their parents (6:1), they are learning how to obey God. God  

does not exasperate (discourage) us as His children, and fathers should not discourage their  

children either (6:4), but train them carefully as they grow up. 

 

The church should encourage its people to have good family life. A good family relationship 

is a picture of God’s relationship with us. 

 

 

6. What will people say about Christ and the church if they see Christian families that are having  

trouble or breaking up? ________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A good family relationship is a picture  

of God’s relationship with us. 
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DEVELOPING MEANINGFUL PROGRAMS 
 

I overheard a lady complaining at a church gathering. She said her friend’s church had more 

people in the worship band than this church. She said she liked the way her friend’s church 

looked. The pews were new padded benches, not old ones like she was used to. 

 

It is easy to copy the programs of others. But maybe those programs do not fit. Some churches 

have a piano and organ for their worship music. Other groups may use a guitar. Some churches 

have no musical instruments at all. Some churches have the benches all in a row, while others sit 

around in a circle. Some churches meet at 3:00 PM while others gather at 11:00 AM . Some 

churches have everyone participate in the service, while others only listen to the preacher. Some 

churches have a building, while others meet in homes. Some churches….well, you get the 

picture. The right program is the one that is the best for you; the program that most of the people 

who attend are comfortable with. 

 

As long as your local church is fulfilling its two purposes, it should be conducting church 

programs in a way that fits the culture of the people in the church. 

 

The inward purpose of the church is to _____________________________________________. 

 

The outward purpose of the church is to ____________________________________________. 

 

 

 

Practical Ways to Build up Believers 

 
 

1. Teaching and preaching (2 Timothy 4:1-2 

2. Group worship and praise (Hebrews 13:15) 

3. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Communion) 1 Corinthians 11:23-26) 

4. Fellowship and sharing (Galatians 6:6) 

5. Using music and singing (Colossians 3:16) 

6. Praying together (1 Timothy 2:1-4) 

7. _____________________________________________  (1 Thessalonians 5:11) 

8. _____________________________________________   (1 Thessalonians 5:14) 

9. _____________________________________________  (James 1:27; Galatians 2:10) 

10. _____________________________________________  (Can you add to this list?) 
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LESSON SIX 

 

 

THE OUTWARD PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIX PRINCIPLES FOR LOCAL CHURCHES TO FOLLOW 
 

 

1.  Reach the Community 

1. In Acts 1:4-5, where did Jesus tell he disciples to wait for the gift of the Holy Spirit? 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. In Acts 1:8, where did Jesus tell the disciples to begin witnessing for him when the power of  

the Holy Spirit would come upon them?  __________________________________________ 

Every church has its Jerusalem. Each church’s Jerusalem is the city or community where  

that church is found. The first responsibility of a church is to evangelize the lost in its own  

community. 

 

 

2. Display Godly Living in the Community 

1. According to John 13:34-35, what was the new command given by Jesus to his disciples? 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How would unsaved people know these men were disciples of Jesus?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The outward purpose of the 
church is to evangelize the lost. 
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3. What will cause pagans (unsaved people) to glorify God? (1 Peter 2:11-12 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How should Christian women live to keep unsaved people from maligning (scoffing at) the  

Word of God? (Titus 2:4-5) _____________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. At the time Paul wrote the book of Titus, slavery was very common. Sometimes a person  

would become a slave to pay off a debt. How did Paul say Christian slaves should act  

toward their masters so that the church’s teaching about God would be attractive to their  

masters and to others? (Titus 2:9-10) 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Although slavery is not in North America today, do you think this would be true of an  

employee who works for wages too? Why or why not?  

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

It is important for a church to teach godly living and to encourage loving relationships in the 

church. When this obedient living is seen by the unsaved, evangelism will happen. Unsaved 

people are attracted to the gospel when they see it working in people’s lives. 

 

 

3. Share the Good News to the Outside World 

If you have ever lived near a grain field, you probably have sprigs of wheat, 

barley or canola growing on your property. The wind blows as the crop is  

planted and harvested and seeds are carried outside of the farmer’s field. 

Before long these seeds take root and begin to grow in a place where the farmer 

did not intend when he planted the field. 

 

Christians in the early church were persecuted for their faith. Although it looked very dark for 

the believers, God had a plan. Christians were being chased like rabbits, because the Jewish 

leaders wanted to do away with any who believed Jesus to be the Messiah, the Son of God. The 

leaders thought the answer to this problem was to kill all Christians. As God looked on this sad 

time, he saw it in another way. Just like the farmer planting seeds in his field, the seed of God’s 

Word had been planted in the hearts of these believers. As the winds of persecution began to 

blow, the seeds were taken to distant places where they might not have gone any other way. 

God’s people became his witnesses in the places where they were forced to run to escape the 

persecution. In this way God’s Church began to grow! 
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1. After the persecution scattered the Christians from Jerusalem, where did they preach the  

Word? (Acts 8:4)  _____________________________________________________________ 

2. According to 1 Peter 3:15, when should you be prepared to give an answer to people who  

ask you questions about your hope?  ______________________________________________ 

 

There is an old saying: “When you go fishing, you should go where the fish are.” Jesus told his 

disciples he would make them “fishers of men.” If we are to be fishers of men, we should fish 

where the unsaved people are. 

 

Usually you will not find many unsaved people in church. Most people hear the 

Good News of the gospel from a friend, neighbor or relative. Friendship is the best 

open door to evangelism. People are looking to see if your Christianity is genuine. 

They look at your local church to see if the people there love one another, are honest and are 

living Godly lives.  

 

Sometimes a person may receive Christ within the church, but usually that is because someone 

in the church has become his friend and has been telling him about Jesus outside the church. 

Remember, the inward purpose of the church is to build up believers, not to evangelize the 

lost. 

 

 

4. Target Adults and Whole Families 
 

 

1. In Acts 10:24, who had invited his relatives and friends to hear the Word of God?  

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In verses 47 & 48, who were baptized?  ____________________________________________ 

Peter preached to Cornelius, but because of the influence Cornelius had, many of his family  

and friends became Christians also. 

3. What question did the jailer ask Paul and Silas in Acts 16:29-34?  _______________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What was Paul and Silas’ answer? (v. 31)  __________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. With whom did Paul and Silas share the Word of the Lord?  ____________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Paul and Silas knew that when the jailer believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, he would want his  

entire family to be saved too. According to verse 34, what does it sound like happened? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Read Genesis 18:18, 19. Abraham would soon be the father of Isaac. What responsibility  

does a father have, according to these verses?  ______________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

The importance of the church having a Sunday School or any other ministry with children 

must not be overlooked. Children should be encouraged to receive Christ. Children should 

be taught in the church. But if adults (especially fathers) are the main target for evangelism, 

then they are able to teach and guide their families in spiritual truth; this may have a better 

chance of happening. It is God’s will for whole families to be evangelized, and that will 

happen if the parents receive Christ first. 

 

 

5. Help New Believers Grow 

 
1. In 1 Peter 2:2, what is a new Christian called?  ______________________________________ 

 

2. What kind of food does a spiritual baby need in order to grow?  _________________________ 

Hebrews 5:12 talks about Christians who should be grown up. They should be teaching  

others. They should be eating solid food. However, these older believers still needed to be fed  

milk.  

3. From this verse, what is the milk they needed to be taught all over again?  _________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

A newborn baby cannot feed himself. He needs the help of his parents. The parents 

give the baby milk because milk is easy to digest. Later on this baby learns to feed 

himself and to eat other foods. 

 

In the same way a new Christian needs to be helped to understand the basic truths 

about God’s Word (milk). He needs to be taught how to get spiritual nourishment from 

the Word of God by himself. 
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Paul and Joan had only been Christians for 5 months. They were going through some struggles 

as they made new friends in the church. They wondered why it was so hard 

to spend time each day in God’s Word and in prayer, even though they knew 

it was the right thing to do. One Sunday during sharing time, George, an 

older believer who taught Sunday School in the church, 

asked for prayer because it seemed that each time he had set 

aside time to study God’s Word, something would happen to 

make him do something else. George shared that he knew 

Satan did not want him to have close fellowship with the 

Lord so Satan would fight against it however he could. But George was 

determined to have victory and spend time in God’s Word and in prayer every 

day. He had found through the many years of walking with the Lord that the place 

of victory was hard to reach, but it was worth every bit of the battle. Paul 

and Joan looked at one another. We aren’t the only ones who are having 

trouble spending time with God each day! But George has found that 

spending time in God’s Word and in prayer regularly is the very thing 

that makes it possible to walk in obedience to God! George has 

experienced victory in his Christian walk. We will work harder than ever 

to fight Satan’s attacks against us when we want to spend time with the 

Lord. 

 

The church will provide a new circle of friends to help him become stable and resist temptation. 

The church will also provide the new Christian with some ready-made opportunities to serve the 

Lord and gain spiritual strength. He will be built up by the other Christians in the church. They 

will be his “models” for how a Christian should live. 

 

6. Develop Locally Correct Evangelism Methods 
 

Acts 1:8 tells believers to take the message of Jesus Christ and his power to save to the ends of 

the earth. Today North America is seeing the ends of the earth coming to the Western world. 

Each people group comes with a different culture that is often misunderstood by others. The 

Native people of North America also have a distinct culture that has been misunderstood. 

 

It is the responsibility of the local church to develop its own methods of evangelizing the 

unsaved in their community. These methods of sharing Christ must fit the culture and the times 

in which they live. Extra time and effort should be taken to learn about these different cultures so 

Jesus Christ can be presented to each person in a way they will understand. Making genuine 

friendships is very important. These friendships should not only be on the condition that the 

unsaved friend will attend church with you. Standing by that friend and speaking of Jesus and 

what he means to you whenever the opportunity is right could mean that someday this friend will 

become a brother or sister in Christ. 

The local church is 
the best place for a 
new Christian to 
learn how to grow.  
 

Other believers will 
help him understand 
what it means to be a 
Christian. 
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1. According to 1 Corinthians 9:20-22, what did Paul do so he could win Jews to Christ?  

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What did Paul do so he could win those who were under the law to Jesus Christ? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What did Paul do so he could win the weak to Christ?  ________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. In verse 22 Paul said, “I have become ________________  _____________________ to 

________________  _____________ so that by _____________  ______________________ 

__________________ I might save some.” 

Paul always had the same goal – to lead people to salvation in Christ. But his method was  

different for different people. Paul was adaptable. He was willing to change. Paul would say,  

“To the non-native I became non-native so that I might win the non-native people. To the  

native I became native, so that I might win the native.” 

5. How do you think native evangelism might be different than non-native evangelism? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Discuss these ideas with your group leader, pastor or missionary. 

Practical Ways to Evangelize the Lost 

1. Friendship Evangelism    6.  Family camps and retreats 

2. Special meetings (such as musical group or 7.  Missions (Share with a different culture.) 

    speaker) Best if not held in church but in   

    neutral location.     8.  Literature and tracts 

3.  Gospel videos, DVD, CD, tapes  

4.  Visiting in homes                                                   9  Special social events 

5.  Gospel teams performing                                     10.  With each one listed – Prayer 
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NAME _______________________________  DATE _________________________________ 

 

THE CHURCH 
Exam #1 

Lessons 1-6 

 

1. What does the Greek word for Church (ekklesia) mean? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  What are the two ways the word church is used  in Scripture? 

a. ___________________________   b. ___________________________ 

3.  What must happen to a person before he becomes part of the Universal Church? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  What does the Holy Spirit do to the believer when he is baptized by the Spirit? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  What event in history marked the beginning of the Church? 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

6.  What event in the future will mark the ending of the Church on earth? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

7.  How much about the Church can we learn from the Old Testament? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

8.  In Scripture, what two ways is the Church pictured?  

a. The Church is like a ____________________________________. 

b. The Church is like a ___________________________________. 
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9.  What is the inward purpose for the church? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What is the outward purpose for the church? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

11.  What is the most important way for churches to build up believers? 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

12.  Why are good family relationships important in the local church? 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

13.  Where should a church begin in trying to win the lost? 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

14.  Should sharing the gospel of Christ take place more often inside or outside the church?  

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

15.  In sharing Jesus with the unsaved, who should be the main target in order to win the entire  

family?  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

If you are taking this course for credit, after completing the exam: 

return to Native Bible Centre by mail, fax, or scan and email. 

Native Bible Centre  
6145 Mowatt Street  

Wardner, BC V0B 2J0 

FAX: 250-665-8022 

 

Questions? 

1-866-708-7423 

info@nativebiblecentre.org 
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LESSON SEVEN 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP IN THE LOCAL CHURCH 
 

IS CHURCH MEMBERSHIP SCRIPTURAL? 

 
When a person receives Jesus Christ into his life, he is joined to Christ.  

 

1. Ephesians 3:6 says we are all  “___________________ together of one body.” 

 

2. Ephesians 4:25 and 5:30 say that we are “_______________________ of one body…His body. 

 

We have already learned that the body of Christ in these verse means the Universal Church. 

Believers have been baptized into one body (1 Corinthians 12:13). This means all believers 

have been identified with Christ by being placed into Him by the Holy Spirit. (See Lesson 

Two) 

 

But what about the local church? Should the believer also be a member of a local church? Is 

membership important? Is it right to refuse to be identified with a local church, since 

Christians are already members of Christ’s body? 

 

There is not much direct teaching about this in the New Testament. There are no membership 

lists of any of the New Testament churches that have been written down. However, there is 

plenty of evidence showing the early church did practice church membership. 

 

3. According to Act 2:41, what happened to those who received Peter’s message? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

4. About 3,000 of them were __________________  ______  ____________________ 

___________________” that day. 

 

Read the following verses and complete: 

5. Acts 2:47: “And the Lord _________________  ___________ 

______________  ___________________________ daily those who were being saved.” 

 

6. Acts 4:4 – “But many who heard the message believed, and the ______________________ 

of men grew to about _______________________.” 
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7. Acts 5:14 – “…more and more men and women ___________________________ in the Lord 

And were ____________________  _________________  _____________________ 

__________________________.” 

From these verses it appears the early church needed to know how many had become  

Christians. It needed to know who had become Christians. Maybe they didn’t have enough  

time to do a really good job in those early days of the church. Maybe they were not very  

organized yet. But evidence shows that the leaders watched to see who became Christians, 

and the new believers was “added to their number.” 

8. 1 Corinthians 5:1,2, 12, &13 relates a sad account of a man who was in the church at Corinth  

but was living in open sin. What did Paul say should be done with this man? (v.2) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. What else does Paul say should be done with this man? (v. 13) ________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

(Church Discipline will be studied in Lesson 14) 

 

Although these verses don’t say this man was “a member” of the church at Corinth, it is hard 

to see how the church could discipline him unless he was a member. The church leaders 

would not have authority over him unless he had joined the church at some time. Evidence 

seems to point to some sort of “membership” in this church at Corinth. Paul said this man 

should be removed from their membership. 

 

 

10.  1 Timothy 5:9-11 tells about older widows who had no way to earn a living. These women  

had no one to help care for them. The church had the responsibility to help these women.  

How did the church keep track of the women who were eligible for help?  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

So it sounds as if there was a form of membership in the early churches of the New Testament. It 

is not clear exactly how the church kept track of the members, but there is evidence that to be a 

member meant a person was added to the church and came under the authority of the church. 

They may have kept membership lists. 
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WHY IS CHURCH MEMBERSHIP IMPORTANT? 
 

IDENTIFICATION 
 

When a Christian is baptized it shows he is identifying with Christ. In the same way, when a 

Christian becomes a member of a church it means he is identifying with Christians. He is saying 

he is a part of other Christians. 

 

COMMITMENT 
 

By joining a church, a person is saying he is committed to the other Christians in that church. The 

other members, in turn, are also committed to him. It is like a family commitment. We are 

brothers and sisters together in a local body. Membership helps make that commitment solid. 

 

AUTHORITY 
 

When a believer becomes a member of a church, he places himself under the authority of 

spiritual leadership. Sometime people do not want church membership because they do not like 

to be under the authority of another person. They don’t like authority. They may want to be free 

from all authority and do whatever they want. God says, “Obey your leaders and submit to their 

authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account.” (Hebrews 13:17) 

 

RESPONSIBILITY 
 

Commitment to a church helps the believer fulfill his basic responsibilities to other     

 Christians. God has created us to be social creatures. We need each other. We have the 

   responsibility to help build each other up. That is the inward function of the 

     church. We all should be a part of that. 
 

Four words tell us why membership is important. They are: 
 

1. _____________________________, which means ___________________________________ 

    ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. ___________________________, which means ____________________________________ 

    ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  ___________________________, which means ____________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  __________________________, which means _____________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Qualifications for Membership 

 

 EVIDENCE OF SALVATION 

In the Book of Acts people who believed in Christ were baptized. This was to show they 

were identified with Christ. They were openly declaring that they were now Christians. 

 

1. In Matthew 28:19-20, what did Jesus say to do with those who would become disciples? 

                                      1.   B____________________________ them and 

                                      2.  T_____________________________  them.  

 

Baptism in water is a first step of obedience to Christ’s command. It is evidence that the 

believer means business with God. Many churches require a person to be baptized before he 

can become a member of the church. This doesn’t mean that if he changes churches he must 

get baptized again. One baptism is all that is required. It only means the believer has identified 

himself with Christ and that he believes the gospel of Christ. 

 

Some churches may only ask a person to give his testimony of how he became a Christian.  

The church may teach about baptism but not make it a requirement for church  

membership. 

 WILLING TO SERVE 
 

2. 1 Corinthians 12:27 says each believer is a part of what? ______________________________ 

3. Read Ephesians 4:11-13. In verse 12, what should be happening to the body of Christ? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Verses 11 and 12 also tell us that God has given the church certain gifted men whose job it is   

to “prepare ____________________  ________________________  for works of 

______________________________.” 

 

    God’s people (believers in Jesus Christ) are a part of Christ’s body and a part of each other in 

     the body. God’s plan is that each part of Christ’s body be trained to serve. 

 

    When a Christian joins a church, he should be ready to serve others in that church. He should 

     be ready to get involved and to help out wherever he can. Members of the church should be 

     given instruction about spiritual gifts and they should be encouraged to use their spiritual gift 

     (or gifts) in the church. This will help to build up the body of Christ.  
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 AGREE WITH THE CHURCH’S TEACHING 

  

Every church does not teach the same things. Some churches may be exciting and fun but 

they may not have correct teaching. There are also churches that claim to have the true 

teaching, but only practice rituals and ceremonies that have very little meaning or correct 

Bible teaching. 
 

Most churches have a written list of the things the church believes and teaches. This may be 

called a doctrinal statement or a statement of faith. It is wise to study this carefully before 

joining a church. Sometimes divisions are caused in a church because people who believe 

different teachings joined the church and then caused conflict within the church because they 

believed differently. It would have been better if they had joined a church with which they 

were in agreement. It is important for churches to make sure that people who want to be 

members agree with the church’s doctrinal statement. 

 
 

 

GOING DEEPER 
 

In each local church’s statement of faith (doctrinal statement) there are important areas with 

which the person applying for membership must be in agreement. These topics are listed 

below. Write down the teaching about each of the subjects that are important to have in the 

Doctrinal Statement. These are the things that are important to check in a church’s teachings. 

The first one is done for you as an example. The Scriptures are given to help you. 

 

GOD  -  He is a trinity – the Father, Jesus Christ the Son and the Holy Spirit. He is eternal 

and holy. He is unchangeable, all-knowing and sovereign. He is the Creator and he loves 

everyone.    

 

THE BIBLE  -  (Psalm 19:7-ll; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:19-21; Matthew 5:18) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

JESUS CHRIST  -  (John 1:1-14; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Colossians 1:18) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT  -  (Titus 3:5-6; 1 Corinthians 12:13; 6:19-20; Ephesians 5:18) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

MAN AND HIS SIN  -  (Genesis 1:26; Genesis 3; Isaiah 64:6; Romans 5:12; Ephesians 2:1, 

 8-9; Romans 6:23)   

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SALVATION  -   (John 1:12; John 3:16; John 14:6; Romans 6:23; Romans 10:9,10) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

After you have written down the important things about these subjects, talk about them with your 

group discussion leader, pastor or missionary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“For it is by grace you have been saved,  
through faith –  

and this not from yourselves,  
it is the gift of God – not by works  

so that no one can boast.” 

Ephesians 2:8,9 
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LESSON EIGHT 

 

 

ACTIVITIES OF THE LOCAL CHURCH 

Acts 2:42 shows how the first church began to carry out certain activities immediately. 

 

“…they devoted themselves to the apostles’ _________________________ and to the  

______________________________________, to the _____________________ of  

____________________________, and to ____________________________.” 

These things should be basic to the activities of the local church. 

As the early churches developed, there were other activities in which they became involved.  

These activities are examples for local churches today. 

 HOLD REGULAR MEETINGS 

1. According to Hebrews 10:25, believers are not to give up ________________________ 

________________________. It sounds as if Christians in Paul’s time had gotten out of the  

habit of regular meetings. Paul was encouraging them to get together often.  

2. What was the purpose of meeting together? “…but let us _________________________ 

one another.” 

3. It is evident in 1 Corinthians 14:26 that spiritual gifts are to be used to strengthen the church  

when believers meet together. Notice the phrase, “When you _______________________   

______________________…” This verse is showing that the church should meet together  

regularly. 

 TEACH THE WORD 

1. In Acts 2:42, the first activity of the early church was to devote themselves to the apostles’  

______________________________ . The apostles (Paul, Peter, John and others) wrote  

down these teachings in the New Testament of the Bible. It is still the church’s responsibility  

to teach these things from the Bible. 
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2. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 states that all Scripture comes from God – both the Old Testament and the  

New Testament. What four things are the Scriptures to be used for? 

 

1. ____________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________ 

4. ____________________________________ 

3. Verse 17 tells what the goal is when the Scriptures are used in these four ways. What should  

the church be working toward in lives of believers? 

 

“so that the _____________ of ______________ may be thoroughly ____________________ 

for every good work.” 

4. When Paul was in Corinth, what was his job for the church? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 REMEMBER IMPORTANT PRACTICES (ORDINANCES) 

 

An ordinance is something we are commanded to do. Jesus left two ordinances for the church.  

We will study these in more detail in Lessons 15 and 16. 

1. According to Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 2:41, what ordinance of Jesus did  

the disciples practice at Pentecost?________________________________ 

2. In Mark 14:22-25 and 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, what ordinance of Jesus did  

Paul pass on to the Corinthian believers? ___________________________ 

These two ordinances are for the church to practice today. Each believer should be baptized to  

show that he has a new life in Christ. Each believer should take of the Lord’s supper  

(communion) to remember what Christ did for him. Jesus died so that our sins might be forgiven  

and he is coming back again someday. 

An ordinance 

is something  

we are 

commanded  

to do. 
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 FELLOWSHIP 

 

3. Read Acts 2:42 again. What is the second thing the early Christians devoted themselves to? 

_______________________________________. 

The Word translated fellowship is the Greek term 

koinonia, and is used many times in the New  

Testament to describe the church. This word 

comes from a root word meaning “common” and  

refers to a “sharing with” someone or something 

– to a becoming “one with them.” The strength  

in the early church came from their sense of unity and from loving one another. This oneness 

and sense of community should be strong in the churches today. If believers regularly remind  

themselves of what they have and who they are in Christ, and then show this truth in 

fellowship with other believers, unity will surely be in the church. 

 

God knows we are social creatures. He has made us that way, in his own image. Christians  

need social interaction with other Christians. We need to talk together, to eat together and to  

laugh together. The church can provide many activities for fellowship.  

 PREACHING 

 

 Read 2 Timothy 4:1,2. Timothy was a young pastor who had been appointed by Paul to help  

get churches established. He is told to “Preach the __________________.” He is to do this  

with “great _______________________ “ and “careful ____________________.” The  

purpose of Timothy’s preaching is to correct rebuke and encourage. Powerful preaching in  

churches today should bring about these results. 

 GIVING 

1. In 2 Corinthians 9:12-13, Paul calls giving to the church for the needs of others a 

service to God. He says that not only will the needs of others be met, but there will  

also be “many expressions of ____________________ to __________________”  

(v. 12)  

2. When Christians give, men will ____________________ God. (v. 13)  

So giving is a way to bring worship to God. 

Even church  
potlucks are scriptural.  

Christians in the early church 

called them love-feasts. 
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3. According to 2 Corinthians 9:7, how much should each person give? 

   ___________ Ten percent of his income. 

   ___________ The amount he thinks God wants him to give. 

   ___________ About the same amount everyone else gives. 

 

4. The Jewish people were required to give a tithe (10 percent) to the Lord under the Old  

Testament Law. The New Testament doesn’t say how much to give. Maybe 10 percent would 

be a good place to start. But giving is between each person and the Lord. God is also  

watching how we give. In verse 7, what attitude is he looking for? ____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 PRAYING TOGETHER 

If you have been at a conference where the day began with a group gathering together to pray for 

one another, did you attend that morning time of prayer? Did it matter to you? Whether 

prayer meetings are held during the week at a local fellowship or in the morning at a larger 

gathering, this time usually has the smallest gathering of believers. 

 

1. It is important to pray for the needs of others. It is too easy to only think of our own  

personal needs. When people know you will be praying for them it encourages them to 

share their burdens with you. Believers are commanded to: (Philippians 2:4) 

“look not only to ________________   ___________ interests, but also to  

the___________________ of others.” 

 

Praying for one another is an important way to show love within the local fellowship. 

 

2. Once again read Acts 2:42. What was the fourth thing to which the believers in the early  

church devoted themselves? ____________________________. 

3. Acts 4:23-31 tells about one of the early church prayer meetings. One of the things they 

prayed for was to be able to ____________ God’s _____________  ________________.  

(v. 29)  

4. What verse tells of the answer to that prayer? _____________. 

5. In Acts 12:5 Peter is in prison. What was the church doing in this hard time?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. Acts 12:6-18 tells the rest of this exciting story. What happened as a result of the love shown  

by Peter’s church family? ____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 SINGING AND MAKING MUSIC 

Knowing God’s Word and teaching God’s Word to others is so  

important in the church.  

1. According to Colossians 3:16, what else is to be done in the church?  

__________________________________________________________ 

2. What word is used to describe a song taken from Scripture? ______________________ 

3. What word is used to describe a song of worship to God? ________________________ 

4. What words are used to describe music that tells about our experience with God or to teach  

some Scriptural truth? _____________________________________________________ 

5. Ephesians 5:19 lists three kinds of music. What are they? 

1. ____________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________ 

6. According to this verse, to whom should we be making music? 

  _________  Each other 

  _________ The Lord 

  _________ Both 

When a Christian sings in a church service he/she should not be using his talent only for his own 

enjoyment. He should think of the others there with him. Together the listeners are praising the 

Lord with the singer and thanking God for his grace. The singer or performer should think of 

how the song is ministering to the heart of the lady who just lost her husband, or the man who is 

scheduled for serious surgery. He should see the song as a ministry. Then he will truly be 

“singing to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.” 

Churches today 

should be 

earnestly 

praying. 
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 CARE FOR THOSE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

Almost daily, news reports tell of earthquakes, floods or fires 

somewhere in the world. In North America there are government 

programs designed to help people in need.  The Red Cross, Salvation 

Army and many other organizations help around the world in times of 

crisis. Its easy to sit back and think help will get to these needy people 

through others so the church doesn’t need to worry about it. 

 

Caring for the needs of others in your own community as well as those 

around the world is an important activity of the church. Unfortunately 

many times taking care of others is overlooked. 

 

1. Briefly tell what the church in Antioch did when they learned a famine was coming.  

(Acts 11:27-30)______________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Verse 30 shows how the gifts were sent to a local church. This is a good way to give to an  

area that is far away. A local church will know how to best meet the needs. They may also be  

able to share the love of Jesus as they help meet physical needs. 

2. What should the church do for widows who have no way to earn money or nobody to care for  

them? (1 Timothy 5:16) _______________________________________________________ 

3. What did the elders at Jerusalem remind Paul to do in his ministry to the Gentiles?   

(Galatians 2:10)  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What did James say pure and faultless religion was? (James 1:27)  

1. ____________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________ 

 SEND OUT MISSIONARIES 

Jerry and his wife, Sarah, decided to go to Mexico as missionaries. He and his 

wife had been teaching kid’s club at their local church. He had been preaching 

when the pastor had to be away. When Jerry excitedly told the pastor about 

his decision to apply to a mission, the pastor discouraged him from going. The 

pastor said that since Jerry and his wife were such faithful workers in their 

local church, the church could not go on without them. Jerry was confused 

and told his wife that they were really going to have to ask the Lord to show 

them what to do. 
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The church at Antioch is a good example for all churches. Read Acts 13:1-3. The believers in  

this church did not try to keep their best men in the church. They were willing to send them out  

so others could hear the message of salvation and more churches could be established. 

1. Who called Paul and Barnabas to a new work? (v. 2)  _______________________________ 

2. Who sent them off to this new work? (v. 3) _______________________________________ 

The church at Antioch had maturity and vision. They were listening to what the Holy Spirit  

was directing them to do. They were willing to obey God, even though they would lose two  

of their best men. Yet, they blessed them as missionaries and sent them off. Until now, 

Jerusalem had been the center of ministry, but from this point on, Antioch in Syria would 

become the new center. 

 

 

In Lesson Eight you have been studying ten important activities of the local church. Is your  

church or fellowship involved in these activities? Write down below what your church is doing  

in each of these ten areas. Is there any activity listed that your church should be doing but is not  

doing right now? How can you help? 

 

1.  Holding regular meetings.   _____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Teaching the Word  ___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  Practicing the ordinances.   _____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  Fellowship   _________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  Preaching   __________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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6.  Giving   ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

7.  Praying together   _____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8.  Singing and making music   _____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

9.  Caring for those with special needs   ______________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

10.  Sending out missionaries   _____________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 



THE CHURCH                                                                          LESSON NINE 

THE MEETINGS OF THE LOCAL CHURCH  

53 

LESSON NINE 

 

THE MEETINGS  
OF THE LOCAL CHURCH 

 
WHEN SHOULD THE LOCAL CHURCH MEET? 

1. According to Acts 20:7, Paul had stayed in Troas for seven days. The church came together to  

break bread and to receive instruction.  

What day did they meet together?  _______________________________________________ 

2. When did the Corinthians meet to take up their collection for the poor? (1 Corinthians 16:2) 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What important event happened on the first day of the week?  (John 20:1) 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

The Jewish people observed the Sabbath day – the seventh day of the week. This was their  

commandment under the law. (Exodus 20:8). God gave Israel the Sabbath as a day of rest,  

because God rested from creation on the seventh day. (Genesis 2:2-3) 

But God has a new creation – all who are in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). Because believers are  

alive in the risen Christ, Christians celebrate the first day of the week. For many years since  

the early church, Christians have met on Sunday, the day of Jesus’ resurrection. 

4. But believers must avoid judging other believers who choose to worship on a day other than  

Sunday. According to Romans 14:5-6, is meeting on Sunday the only correct time believers  

are to meet for worship?  _______________________________________________________ 

5. Do the verses in Colossians 2:16-17 say we must worship or rest on the Sabbath (Saturday)? 

_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Colossians 2:16-17 

“Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with 
regard to a religious  

festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 

These are a shadow of the things that were to come;  

the reality, however, is found in Christ.” 
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Today some churches meet on Sunday, and some meet on Saturday. Even though the church has 

met on Sunday for many centuries, the Bible warns against making a rule on this. The important 

thing is that churches meet together regularly. Sunday is a good day to meet because it is the 

day of the resurrection. 

 

 
WHAT SHOULD BE ACCOMPLISHED IN THE CHURCH’S MEETINGS? 

In chapter eight the activities of the local church were discussed. It is important to remember that  

these activities are only meant to help accomplish the purpose of the church. 

Review Lesson Four and answer the following questions: 

 

 

1. What is the inward purpose of the church __________________________________________ 

 

 

2. What is the outward purpose of the church _________________________________________ 

3. What purpose should be accomplished when the church gathers?  _______________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What purpose should be accomplished when the church scatters?   ______________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________  

When the church meets, the believers should be built up. When the church is  

not meeting, the believers should be seeking to share God’s message of love 

and forgiveness with those who need to know Christ and believe in him. The 

church’s meetings can be used to train believers for this. So the church’s 

meetings should be geared to accomplish the two purposes for the church:  

 

Each church should have freedom to accomplish these purposes in the best 

way for that area. 

REMEMBER: 
 

The church’s  

meetings 

should always  

contribute  

toward the  

church’s  

purposes. 
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How Can the Church Meet the Needs of All the People? 

 

The church is made up of all kinds of people There are the young people, 

the middle-aged and the older folks. There are even differences between 

people in these age groups. Some are new Christians, while others are 

mature believers. Some people want a lot of activity but others like meetings 

that are quiet. All believers have some differences from one another. 

 

The church should provide various kinds of meetings to meet the differing 

needs of the people. The ministry of the church is to build up every person 

in any way that is possible. This could include times of instruction  (Bible 

Study), prayer, fellowship, music and worship. There could be services for the children and 

youth, and yet meetings for the older ones, as well. No part of the church should be ignored. 

 

Sunday School is a great way to meet the needs of various age groups. This could also provide 

time to meet with new Christians separately from the more mature believers. If your church 

decides to begin a Sunday School, one way to divide age groups could be like this: 

 

 PRESCHOOL CHILDREN (ages 3-5) 
 

Ministering to preschool children should not be just babysitting. Even young 

children can understand simple Bible stories about Jesus. These moldable minds and 

hearts can learn Christian songs. Puppets are effective teaching tools and help keep 

the attention of these young children. Both men and women could teach this class. It 

is important to have adequate helpers with this young age group. 

 

 PRIMARY CHILDREN (ages 6-8) 
 

The primary years are important for learning. At this age children have just begun to learn 

in the school classroom and most of them enjoy using their new skills of reading and 

writing. A variety of activities will help them learn the Bible. Acting out the Bible Story 

or playing a quiz game adds fun to the hour and gets the entire group involved. Both men 

and women could teach this class. Music can be an important part of this age group. 

 

 JUNIORS (ages 9-11) 
 

While children in this age group like to do things together, sometimes it works 

better to have separate boys’ and girls’ classes. They like to play games and are 

generally able to learn Bible truths very quickly. A large area is helpful for 

activities. In a class of both boys and girls, it would be good if a man teacher could 

take the lead and a woman teacher assist. For teaching girls and boys separately, a 

woman teacher should teach girls and a man teacher should teach boys. 
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 JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH (ages 12-14) 
 

These young people are beginning to be attracted to the opposite sex. There are 

many changes happening to these young teens that they may not understand. At 

this age, many are open to spiritual values. It is important that these students be 

taught by a couple who really have a heart for this age group and who can 

understand and walk with them through their ups and downs. 

 

 SENIOR HIGH YOUTH (ages 15-19) 

 

The senior high youth have many challenges to face. They may be 

asking what life is all about. Making decisions about their future work, 

college and a life’s marriage partner consumes much of their thinking 

during these years. They are facing strong temptations and are trying to 

be independent. All of this makes life very challenging for them. It is 

important that these teens be instructed by mature Christians who 

understand what young people are facing and are willing to walk 

through the tough times with them. A man teacher who can provide a 

good example is important. Often a younger, spiritually mature couple 

can give great leadership for this age group. 

 

 ADULTS 

 

Most adults enjoy Bible instruction. Teaching should be done by an elder/teacher 

who can build students up, whether young or older. Some churches have found 

small groups to work better than larger groups. In a small group its easier to 

include everyone in discussions and maybe give an opportunity for some of them 

to teach or lead the class. All adults like social times, so these should be planned 

as well. How adult classes are divided would depend on the needs of each local 

church. 

 

If your church has a Sunday School, describe how it operates (ages, teachers, etc.). Then give 

some suggestions for each class as to how it could be made better. Talk these over with your 

discussion leader, pastor or missionary. If your church does not have a Sunday School, write 

down needs in the church that you see could be met with a Sunday School. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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LESSON TEN 

 

ORGANIZATION 
IN THE LOCAL CHURCH 

 
The universal church is a body and every believer is a living member of that body. Christ is the  

living head of both the universal church and the local church body. The Bible teaches that the  

local church should have organization. There are many examples of organization in the Bible.  

EXAMPLE #1:  MOSES IN THE WILDERNESS 

 

1. In Exodus 18:13-18, what was Moses doing for the people of Israel?  ____________________ 

2. How much of Moses’ time was being taken by this job?  ______________________________ 

3. Did Moses’ father-in-law think that was the right way to lead?  _________________________ 

Why or why not?  _____________________________________________________________ 

There may have been over two million people in Israel at this time. Moses was trying to be the  

only leader for two million people. He was doing God’s work, but he was not doing it well.  

Moses needed the right kind of organization. 

 

Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, had a plan to bring good organization to Israel. (Exodus 18:19- 

23) This plan consisted of three things: 

A. Under Jethro’s plan, who would be the people’s representative before God? (v. 19) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

B. Who would teach them the law and the ways of God? (v. 20)  _______________________ 

C. Under Jethro’s plan, who would do most of the actual judging of the people? (v. 21)? 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 

D. What kind of men should these officials be? (v. 21)  ______________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

E. Under Jethro’s plan, who would judge the difficult cases? (v. 22)  ____________________ 

F. Who would judge the less difficult cases?  _______________________________________ 
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Jethro’s plan used three principles of good organization that can be used in the church: 

 

Principle #1:  Authority 

4. There needs to be a final authority in the local church. In Israel, who was the final authority  

for all matters? (v. 13)  _________________________________________________________ 

In the same way there should be a person or a group of people who have the final say in the  

church. 

 

The Bible makes it clear who the final authority is for the universal church, his body. It is  

Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 1:22-23). But there is also an earthly authority in the local church. It  

is a group of leaders in each church who are called elders. The elders are responsible for the  

spiritual oversight of the church. They have the final authority (under Christ) in the church.  

Lesson 11 will cover the subject of elders further. 

Principle #2:  Delegation 
 

5. The elders do not have all the authority in the local church. Some authority can be given to 

others. Although Moses was the final authority for all matters in Israel, he delegated some of  

his authority to whom? (v. 25)  __________________________________________________ 

In this same way, the elders in a church can delegate certain jobs and responsibilities in the  

church to others. But the final authority in the church (under Christ) is the elders. 

Principle #3: Priority 
 

Some tasks are more important than others, such as teaching God’s Word. Some  

responsibilities are heavier than others. Sometimes difficult decisions must be made.  

It is important to know what things should have the higher priority in the church.  

6. What was the highest priority for Moses? (v. 20)  ________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

So although Moses knew the highest priority was teaching the people God’s law, he also had  

the job of judge. But he delegated this job to other capable men, so he only judged the most  

difficult cases. 

It is this way in the church, as well. The elders have the final authority (under Christ). But the  

elders do not do all the work or make all the decisions. The elders can delegate certain tasks 

and decisions to others in the church who are both capable and spiritual people. But certain 

responsibilities and tasks are more important than others. The elders should not delegate 

these tasks, but should make these things their first priority. 

WE NEED 

YOU!! 

#1 

TOP 

 PRIORITY 
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Notice how these principles of authority, delegation and priority helped in the organization of  

the people under Moses. 

7. What did Jethro say would happen to Moses? (v. 23)  _________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What did Jethro say would happen to the people? (v. 23)  ______________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

This is also true in the church. When the elders (authority) give some of the responsibility to  

others (delegate) but keep the most important decisions and tasks for themselves (priority). 

They will be able to bear the strain of leadership and the people will be happy because things  

are getting done. 

EXAMPLE # 2.  THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH IN JERUSALEM 

Read Acts 6:1-7. This first church was growing very rapidly. (v. 1) There were more than 5,000  

people in the church at Jerusalem. They had grown that big from a small group of about 120 (see  

Acts 1:15). It was easy for the twelve apostles to make decisions and care for a church of 120.  

But it was not so easy when there were more than 5,000 in the church. Problems began to happen  

that took all of the twelve apostles’ time. Before long they were overworked and not doing what  

they should have been doing. They were just like Moses when he tried to take care of two  

million people all by himself. 

1. Who was the authority (under Christ) in the church in Jerusalem? (v. 2)  __________________ 

2. What was to be their first priority? (verses 2,4) ______________________________________ 

3. What was a lower priority that someone else could do? (v. 1-2)  _________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How did they delegate authority to others? (v. 3)  ____________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How did the apostles show to others they were delegating authority to these seven men? (v. 6) 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. What was the first priority of the apostles? (v. 2)  

 ____________________________________________________________ 

7. What was the first result of delegation of authority? (v. 7)  

 _________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________ 

8. What was the second result of delegation of authority in the same verse? 

(v. 7)  ____________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________ 

 

SUMMARY 
 

From these two examples of Moses and the Jerusalem church, it is evident how good 

organization can help the church to grow. Without setting priorities and delegating authority, 

people are overlooked, leaders are under too much stress and there are complaints. The work of 

the church does not get done. But when there is a delegating of authority for lower priority 

responsibilities and decisions, the needs of the people are met, unity is restored and growth takes 

place. 

 

What are the three words for good organization in the church? 

1. ___________________________________________  

2. _________________________________________________ 

3. _________________________________________________ 

 

Notice how 

these principles 

of 

Authority, 

Delegation & 

Priority 

helped in the 

organization of 

the people 

under Moses 

and in Acts. 
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LESSON ELEVEN 

 

LEADERSHIP 
IN THE LOCAL CHURCH 

ELDERS 

1. In Titus 1:5, where did Paul leave Titus __________________________________________ 

2. Titus was in this city to do two things: 

 

 He was to “straighten out what was left ______________________,” and 

 He was to “appoint __________________ in every town.” 

 

Paul knew the importance of good church leadership. So he left Titus behind in  

Crete to find spiritual men in each church and give them the responsibility to  

serve as elders in the church. The word elder refers to a person’s maturity in his  

walk with the Lord. An elder is to be a mature Christian, whether he is  

 younger or older in age. 

 

 

            QUALIFICATIONS OF ELDERS 

The Bible is very clear about who should be an elder and who should not be an elder. Two 

places in Scripture give the qualifications for being an elder. The church should follow these 

instructions very carefully in choosing leadership in the local church. 

 

In both 1 Timothy 3:2-7 and in Titus 1:6-9 there are sixteen qualities listed that should be evident 

in the life of an elder. Most of the qualities listed are similar, but there are some differences in 

the two passages of Scripture.  

 

In the spaces below write the sixteen qualities for elders from each Scripture. 

 

1 Timothy 3:2-7 

1.  Above       3.  T_________________________ 

2.  H   of one      4.  Self-______________________ 

In church 

leadership, 

elder  

does not  

mean older.  

It means  

spiritually 

mature. 
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5.  R__________________________   11.  Not_____________________________  

6.  H__________________________   12.  Not      

7.  Able to      13.  Must manage     

8.  Not ________________________                     ________________________________ 

9.  Not ________________________  14.  His children should     

10. ______________________                 

15. Not be       

16. Must have a      

with       

     Titus 1:6-9 

 

1.  B       8.  Not       

2.  H   of one              9.  Not       

3.  Children who      10. H       

     and are not       11. Loves      

           12. Self-      

4.  B       13. U       

5.  Not       14.        

6.  Not       15. D       

7.  Not       16. Holds firmly to     

                     

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE! 
 

These qualities do not emphasize a person’s 
abilities, but a person’s qualities. 

 

God is more interested in what is inside a 
man, than what a man can do. 

 

Elders must have these character qualities to 

be good leaders in the church. 
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CHOOSING ELDERS IN A CHURCH 
 

1. According to Acts 14:23, how were the elders in the churches in Galatia selected? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

The word appointed in this verse may mean the people also had a part in choosing the elders.  

The word appointed comes from a Greek word meaning “to stretch the hand.” This word may  

be used for voting. It may be that Paul and Barnabas chose qualified men to be the elders and  

the people of the churches approved their choices by a vote. 

2. In Titus 1:5, how were the elders selected in the churches in Crete? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

In both Galatia and Crete, the churches were brand new. They had never had elders before. So 

it was necessary that someone appoint some qualified men to hold this office. These men 

were chosen either by an apostle or his representative (like Titus).  

 

Today we do not have the early apostles with us. But we do have God’s Word, and it gives us  

careful instructions on what kind of men the elders should be.  

 

3. Compare Acts 14:23, Titus 1:5 and Acts 20:17.  

 

Check one: 

 

________ Each church should have only one elder 

 

________ Every church should have twelve elders. 

 

________ Each church should have more that one elder. 

Churches may sometimes get a wrong idea about church leadership. They may think the 

pastor is the only leader, and everyone else should be a follower. But the pattern seen in 

scripture is more than one leader in the church. There should be elders who share the 

responsibilities. The pastor should be one of the elders, and do his share of leading. 
 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF ELDERS 

 
1. In Acts 6:2,4, what were the two priorities of the twelve elders in the church at Jerusalem? 

________________________   and the _________________ of the __________________. 

2. In 1 Timothy 5:17, what two things are elders to be honored for? 
 

               P                           T      
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These two jobs should be a top priority for elders. 

3. The elders should also ___________________ the affairs (business) of the  

_________________. 

4. Elders should give leadership and direction in church matters. In Hebrews 13:17, the church is  

told to submit to the authority of church leaders, because they keep “___________________ 

__________________  ___________ as men who must give account.”  

They are the overseers of the church. 

5. According to Titus 1:9, an elder should be able to encourage others by ________________ 

_____________________. He should even refute (prove wrong) those people who do not  

teach sound doctrine. This means an elder must know the Scriptures very well. 

6. Complete Acts 20:28: 

“Keep watch over yourselves and all the __________________ (the church) of which the 

______________   __________________ has made you _________________________.” 

The elder is to show care for God’s people. He is to protect them from the wolves – the people  

or things that would lead them astray. Elders should warn and protect the people against false  

teachers and false teachings. 

7. Instead of acting like a boss, an elder should lead by being an “___________________ to the 

flock.” (1 Peter 5:3). 

 

This shows the importance of choosing an elder whose own life matches up with the things he 

says and teaches from God’s Word.  

 

 
Elders have 
authority in 

the church, 
but should 

lead by 
example. 
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LESSON TWELVE 
 

LEADERSHIP 
IN THE LOCAL CHURCH 

DEACONS 

 
As discussed in Lesson Eleven, elders are leaders in the local church. These leaders are 

responsible for the spiritual welfare of the church. They are overseers in spiritual things. They 

pastor the people in the church like a shepherd leads and feeds his sheep. 

 

The Bible also teaches about another group of leaders. 

 

 

WHO ARE DEACONS? 

 

In Philippians 1:1 there are three groups of people to whom Paul is writing this letter: 

 

1. There are “all the _______________________ in Christ Jesus.” 

 

This group is all the believers who make up the church at Philippi. These people would be  

called the church members. 

2. There are the o    . As learned from Lesson Eleven, these are the  

elders. Sometimes they may also be called bishops, pastors or shepherds. These are the leaders  

who have the responsibility for the spiritual welfare of the church.  

3. The third group listed are called “ ___________________.” The word deacon comes from a  

Greek word that was used in Paul’s day. The word is diakonos. It means “a servant.” Deacons 

were servants of the church. But they were also leaders. As leaders, they served others in the 

church by helping with the physical and material needs of people in the church. 

Read Acts 6:1-7. Although the seven men who were chosen are not called deacons in the  

story, that is what they were. They were leaders in the church who were chosen to serve by  

helping to see that everybody got a share of food. This is shown more clearly as the story is  

looked at closer: 



THE CHURCH                                                                     LESSON TWELVE 

LEAERSHIP IN THE LOCAL CHURCH - DEACONS  

66 

4. The church in Jerusalem was growing fast. The twelve were the leaders in the church at this  

time. They were responsible for the spiritual welfare of the church. These are the  

e   of the church. They had the authority in the church, under Christ. What  

was the first priority of these elders? (v.2, 4)         

     

5. Instead of ministering the Word to the people, the elders had to try to straighten out the  

problem in the church. What kind of problem was this?  (v. 1) Check one: 

 

   A problem about Bible doctrine 

 

   A problem about the worship service 

 

   A problem about distributing food 

 

   A problem about evangelizing the lost 

This problem was not a spiritual problem. It was a problem the elders shouldn’t have to worry  

about. But it was also an important problem that needed to be resolved. People were  

beginning to complain. But the elders didn’t have the time to deal with all the little problems  

of over 5000 people. 

So the twelve elders decided to delegate certain jobs to a different group of leaders. These  

seven men could be called the first deacons. 

6. What responsibility did the elders keep for themselves? (v. 2, 4) 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What responsibility did the elders delegate to the deacons? (v. 2, 3) 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What kind of men were the deacons supposed to be? (v. 3) 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What kind of man was Stephen? (v. 5)  ____________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

10 Who chose the seven deacons? (v. 3, 5)  ___________________________________________ 



THE CHURCH                                                                     LESSON TWELVE 

LEAERSHIP IN THE LOCAL CHURCH - DEACONS  

67 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Who confirmed (agreed with) the church’s choice? (v. 6)       

12. What happened when the authorities (elders) set priorities (Word and prayer) and  

delegated some things to other leaders? (v. 7)         

              

 

QUALIFICATIONS OF DEACONS 

As church leaders, the deacons need to meet certain qualifications, just like the elders do. In Acts 

chapter 6 some of the requirements listed for this office are: full of the Holy Spirit, faith and 

wisdom. All of these qualities are needed to do the servant work of a deacon. 

 

In 1 Timothy 3:1-7 a list of requirements for being an elder is listed. In this same chapter the 

qualities needed to be a deacon are also given. Paul is telling Timothy what God’s standard is for 

deacons. There are four qualities listed, as well, for a deacon’s wife. 

 

13. Following 1 Timothy 3:8-13, fill in the qualifications for deacons in the following spaces: 

 

THE DEACON 

1.  Men     of       

2.  S     

3.  Not      in much      

4.  Not pursuing            

5.  Keeping hold of the    truths of the    . 

6.  Must first be     

7.  There should be          them. 

8.  H     of one     . 

9.  “Must manage his     and his      well.” 

A “little” problem about food  
(or chairs, finances, firewood, electric bill or  

cleaning the church building, or…)  
can soon become a big problem about attitudes  

(or fault-finding, gossip, hurt feelings, prejudice, or…)  
unless the problem is dealt with quickly. 
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THE DEACON’S WIFE  (3:11) 

 

14. 1.  A woman       of      . 

2.  Not             . 

3.  T     . 

4. T    in     . 

How would you qualify as a deacon (or a deacon’s wife)? If you are a man, look once again  

at the nine qualities that a deacon should have in verses 8-12. Would you qualify? 

15. On a scale of 1-5, with 1 being poor, and 5 being excellent, write down how you would rate  

yourself, using these nine qualities.     
 

If you are a woman, rate yourself for the four qualities in verse 11.      

You may want to talk about this lesson with your spouse. 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF DEACONS 

 

George lifted another table and carried it to the fellowship hall. He had 

set up this room many times for potlucks and for Bible Studies. George 

was happy he could serve the church in this way. He 

enjoyed being on the Board of Deacons. He 

recruited a group of men to paint the church when 

the old coat of paint was faded and peeling off the 

building. George’s friend, Sam, was also a deacon. 

He made sure the lawns were cut and flowers in the 

front looked so nice in the summer. When the board 

of deacons met once a month, much time was spent 

praying for the church family. The desire of every 

board member was for the church to grow in 

numbers and in spiritual maturity. Each man knew 

how important his position as deacon was to the church. They also prayed 

for the community around them, that many would find Christ and become 

part of the church family. As George set up yet another table, he thanked 

the Lord for the opportunity to be part of the leadership in this fellowship. 

 

Deacons take care of the needs of the church in a different way than the 

elders. While the elders are responsible for the spiritual care of the 

congregation, the deacons take care of the building, the grounds and the 

general upkeep needed at the church. A deacon may not do the manual 

labor needed to do these jobs, but they are responsible to make sure the job is done.  

 

IMPORTANT: 
 

Elders care for the 

spiritual needs of 
people in the 

church. 
 

Deacons care for 
the “hands on” 

needs of the church 

– its building and 
property. 

 

BOTH elders and 

deacons must meet 
God’s requirements 

for these offices. 
 

1 Timothy 3:1-13 
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NAME _________________________________  DATE ______________________________ 

 

THE CHURCH 
Exam #2 

(Lessons 7-12) 
 

1.  What are the three qualifications for church membership? 

 

 a.  Evidence of          

 b.  Willingness to          

 c.  Agreement with the church’s        

 

2.  Jesus commanded the church to remember how many ordinances?     

3.  How much of your income should you give to the Lord? 

 

   10 percent of your income 

   The amount that you know God wants you to give 

   An average amount of what everyone else is giving 

   Christians shouldn’t feel obligated to give. 
 

 

4.  On which day of the week did the early church meet?         

 

5.   What purpose should be accomplished when the church gathers? (HINT: The inward purpose   

of the church)             

 

6.  What program in the local church provides a way to meet the needs of various age groups? 

             

7.  What Old Testament example was given for good organization? 

              

              

8.  What New Testament example was given for good organization? 
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9.  What three principles of good organization can be used in the church, as shown 

in the Old and New Testament examples? 
 

 a)          

 b)          

 c)          

10.  The spiritual leaders in the church are called elders. What two other names are given to the 

spiritual leaders? 
 

 a)          

 b)          

11.  Which of the following should not be a main priority for the elders? 

     Preaching      Prayer 

     Caring for finances     Teaching the Bible 

12.  Although an elder is a leader, he should not act like a “boss”. He should lead by being an  

     . 

13.  What does the Bible say about the family life of a church elder (his wife and children)? 

              

              

14.  The Bible emphasizes qualities in an elder’s life, and not his abilities. But there is one 

ability that an elder should have. What is it?         

15.  Which group of church leaders are the servants of the church?       

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDER 

If you are taking this course for credit, please mail, scan & email or FAX this exam to: 
 

NATIVE BIBLE CENTRE 
6145 Mowatt Street  

Wardner, BC V0B 2J0 
 

QUESTIONS? 

Call us: 1-866-70TRIBE (708-7423) 
FAX: 250-665-8022 

Email: info@nativebiblecentre.org 
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LESSON THIRTEEN 

 
 

FINANCES IN THE LOCAL CHURCH 
 

The president of MOPS International (Mothers of Preschoolers) shared this view of a child’s 

world. 

   Toddler’s Creed 
 

If I want it, it’s mine.  

If I give it to you and change my mind later, it’s mine. 

If I can take it away from you, it’s mine. 

If I had it a little while ago, it’s mine. 

If it’s mine, it will never belong to anyone else, no matter what. 

If we are building something together, all the pieces are mine. 

If it looks just like mine, it is mine. 

 

This may bring a smile to your face, as you picture toddlers playing together. This attitude can be  

expected in toddlers, but it doesn’t bring a smile to a face when an adult carries this attitude in  

life. There are many spiritual toddlers when money is mentioned. A pastor may be criticized  

sharply for speaking in his Sunday sermon about the importance of giving financially to the  

church. Part of the old nature we were born with is selfishness. “Giving” is many times viewed  

as a negative, since it means the giver may end up with less by giving money or possessions  

away. However, Scripture reveals a refreshing new picture of giving for the believer. 

WHY SHOULD BELIEVERS GIVE? 

 God is a God who gives.  John 3:16 is a well known verse: 
 

1. “For God so loved the world that he     his one and only Son…” 
 

God gave his very best for us – His own Son. He did not stop there. 

 

2. Romans 8:32: “He who did not spare his own Son, but     him up for us all –  

how will he not also, along with him           us all  

things?”  

God is a gracious giver. This means he gives to his children freely.  

Believers do not earn his gifts. They cannot work for them. This is grace giving! 
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 God wants our giving to be like his giving. 

3. The last part of 2 Corinthians 8:7 says, “…see that you also excel in this      

of     .” 

God wants our giving to be for others and for the church. We should not say, “What has that  

person done for me?” or “What does the church do for me?” We should give graciously. We  

should give like God gives. God wants us to be like Him. 

 

 To support the ministry of the church. 

 

4. As taught in Lesson Eleven, elders are the leaders in the church, under Christ. They are to lead  

in spiritual things. 1 Timothy 5:17-18 says that elders, especially those who preach and teach,  

are worthy of           . 

5. This means elders are worthy of honor because they are leaders, but also worthy of the honor  

of financial pay. Verse 18 says, “ The worker deserves his      .” 

Believers should give so the church’s preaching elder (or elders) can be paid. Being paid frees  

up the elder’s time to study God’s Word for preaching and teaching. 

This does not mean all elders should be paid. It also does not mean every church must have a  

full-time paid pastor. But a teaching elder who is given financial help may be able to give  

more time to his ministry. A pastor’s time is valuable. Each church must decide this for itself. 

There are other things within the program of the church that require money. There may be rent  

on a building if the church group is too large to meet in someone’s house. There may be an  

electric bill or materials to buy for Sunday School, or videos or DVD’s to rent occasionally. 

 To support the ministry of evangelism. 

 

Evangelism may be in your own city or community, or it may be missionary 

evangelism. There are many ways and many places to spread the good news 

about Jesus Christ. It takes money to do this evangelism. 

 

Read Philippians 4:15-16. Paul was a missionary to the Gentiles. He had 

come to Philippi, preached the gospel of Christ and established a small 

church at Philippi. 

 

6. But when Paul went on to Thessalonica, who sent him aid? 
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7. In 1 Corinthians 9:5-6, Paul shares that as a missionary, he has the right to be paid for doing  

his work. He should not have to work for a living. The other apostles, as well as Cephas  

(Peter), were paid when they traveled to distant places to spread the gospel.  

In 1 Corinthians 16:6, Paul asked the Corinthian church to “      on my  

journey, wherever I go.” 

 To help other believers in need.  

8. In 1 Corinthians 16:1, who was this collection for?      . 

9. Romans 15:26 shows why this money was needed.  It says the contribution was “ for the  

    among the      in    .” 

There are times when God’s people are in need. Christian fellowship and unity is strengthened  

when God’s people give to other believers in need. Paul hoped this would happen when the  

Gentiles gave to the poor Jews in Jerusalem. Giving is one way believers can “build one  

another up.” We can show love to each other in the body of Christ by helping each other  

when we go through tough times. 

10. What are the five reasons why believers should give? 

 1.  God is a      who      . 

 2.  God wants               to be like                                    . 

 3.  To       the       of the church. 

 4.  To       the       of      

 5.  To     other             in    . 

 

HOW SHOULD BELIEVERS GIVE? 

1.  Give Voluntarily and with Joy 

1. In 2 Corinthians 9:5, what kind of gift did Paul expect to be given? _____________________ 

2. In verse 6, Paul gives a spiritual law. This law is true for farmers who sow seeds in the field,  

and it is also true for the Christian who gives. Explain this law in your own words: 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 



THE CHURCH                                                                LESSON THIRTEEN 

FINANCES IN THE LOCAL CHURCH 

74 

3. The believer should be __________________________ in his giving. 

4. 2 Corinthians 9:7 tells what God is looking for in our giving. 

“…for God loves a      giver.” This same verse also says that  

when we give, it should be “not      or under    .” 

             (someone makes us) 

This means if a person gives to the Lord only because he has to, God is not pleased. God does  

not need our money. He is the Creator and the owner of everything. But God wants us to give  

voluntarily because He gives voluntarily. He wants us to give as He gives – out of a heart of  

love. He wants us to be like him. 

 

 

2.  Give With Planned Giving 

1. In 1 Corinthians 16:2, Paul asked the believers to “        

a sum of money,” which would be used to help the poor in Jerusalem. How often were  

they supposed to do this?            

In those days, workers were paid every day. Paul was asking these people to plan their  

giving. They were supposed to count their daily income at the end of the week and set  

some aside each week to be given to the Lord’s work. 

2. In 2 Corinthians 9:7, Paul told the believers how much  

to give. But he did not say how many dollars to give. He  

said each man should give “what he has  ______________  

 ____  ___________  _____________   to give.” 

We should not just give what we might happen to have in our pocket.  

We should pray about our giving, give some of our income regularly and 

 plan how we are going to give. 

 

 

 

This man discovered: It is a good idea to plan your giving. 

As the offering plate was passed in church one morning a man thought he would give all the 

change in his pocket. Before he could dig deep to get the coins, the plate was there in front of 

him. As those in the row with the generous man waited and watched, he pulled out a closed hand 

from his pocket and deposited the contents into the plate. There were a few coins along with the 

man’s car keys and .22 shells. With a red face the embarrassed giver picked through the offering 

to retrieve his possessions that he did not mean to be contributing that morning. 

Each believer 
should pray about 
what he gives, and 
then decide what to 
give.  
 
This takes planning. 
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3.  Give According to Income 

 

1. Again, in 1 Corinthians 16:2, Paul instructed that the sum of money a person gives to the Lord  

should be “in keeping with his __________________________.” 

A believer’s giving should be a certain percentage of what he earns. If a person earns a lot, he  

should give more because he earns more. If a person does not earn much, he still should give,  

but his gifts may be less, because he earns less. 

In the Old Testament the Jews were required to give a tithe, or ten percent of what they  

earned. A rich man’s 10% may be a lot of money, but a poor man’s 10% may not be much.  

But both were required to give according to their income.  

God does not require believers to give a tithe, but maybe 10% would be a good place to begin  

your giving. Each person should pray about this and then plan what percent of income to  

give back to God. Each payday that percentage should be given first before anything else is  

paid. God gave us his best – we should give him our best. 

 

2. List the three important ways believers should give: 

 

Give         and with     . 

 

Give with             . 

 

Give according to       . 

 

 

GOING DEEPER 
 

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 tells about the giving churches in Macedonia. Write a paragraph telling why 

God was pleased with the way they were giving. Share these thoughts with your group or your 

discussion leader, or give a talk about this at a meeting in your church. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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 _________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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LESSON FOURTEEN 

 

 

DISCIPLINE IN THE LOCAL CHURCH 
 

 

Joe and Sarah were believers in Jesus Christ. Their son, Pete was never 

disciplined in the home when he was a child. As he grew up, Pete began to 

steal. Although Joe and Sarah knew about Pete’s stealing, they did not do 

anything about it. They decided to pray for him instead. But Pete continued to 

steal until finally one day he was caught and sentenced to prison. Joe and 

Sarah were very disappointed. God did not seem to hear their prayers for their 

son. They began to blame God for not answering their prayers. 

 

Soon Joe and Sarah began to backslide in their Christian life and grow cold toward God. 

 

1. What went wrong with Joe and Sarah? (Check the best answer.) 
 

   They were not Christians so God didn’t answer them. 

   They should have prayed for Pete and disciplined him also. 

   They should have disciplined Pete instead of praying for him. 

   They should have prayed harder for Pete. 

Sometimes it is like this in churches. A sinning member is not disciplined in the church. He  

begins to live a life of sin and the church knows about it. But the church doesn’t discipline this  

member. Instead they pray for him, but continue to ignore his sinful behavior. Soon he gets  

into big trouble and the church wonders why God did not answer their prayers. The church  

may grow cold toward God. 

Just like Joe and Sarah, the church has failed to do what God has told them to do – discipline  

the sinning person. Joe and Sarah were disobeying God when they didn’t discipline Pete.  

2. Proverbs 23:13-14: “Do not withhold      from a child; if you punish  

him with the rod, he will not die. Punish him with the rod and save his      

from      .” 

This scripture is not saying its okay to be abusive to a child. There are guidelines for 

discipline. To find out more, order NBC’s audio course Family Life. See the order form in the 

back of this book. There are different ways to discipline a child. The important thing is to 

teach a child what God’s Word says about right and wrong. 
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Joe and Sarah thought that if they prayed to God for Pete, God would take care of the problem. 

But God had told them in His Word that they, as Pete’s parents, had a responsibility to teach him 

right from wrong. They had a responsibility in this problem. 

 

In the same way, the church is supposed to discipline a member who is living in sin. It is not 

enough to only pray and expect God to take care of the problem. The church should take action. 

 

 
HOW TO TAKE THE ACTION OF DISCIPLINE 

Church discipline happens when a church, through its leadership, corrects a believer who is 

involved in sin, so the believer will repent. Jesus taught his disciples how discipline should be 

done in the church. Matthew 18:15-17 shows three steps that should be taken before discipline 

is given. Each step gives the sinning believer the opportunity to repent. 

 

 
STEP #1 (Matthew 18:15) 
 

1. If you are aware of a Christian brother’s sin, who has the  

responsibility to confront him? ________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

2. This is the step of individual confrontation. If this Christian brother listens to you and stops  

his sin (repents), is there anything more to be done? _________________________________ 

STEP #2 (Matthew 18:16) 
 

3. If this brother continues to sin (“will not listen”) then who is responsible to confront him? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

This is the step of small group confrontation. The “small group” could be one or two elders  

in the church – spiritual men with wisdom and a good reputation.  

 

This is a hard step but there is help and wisdom from the Lord. 

4. According to Matthew 18:20, who would be with these men when they meet to confront a  

brother, according to this verse? _______________________________________________ 
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STEP #3 (Matthew 18:17) 

5. If this disobedient believer still continues to sin (“refuses to listen to them”), he then should be  

confronted by whom? _________________________________________________________ 

In this step, the sinning believer should have to answer for his actions to the whole church in a  

special meeting. This is the step of church confrontation. If this person still does not repent  

of his sin, then the church should bring discipline. 

CHURCH DISCIPLINE FROM SCRIPTURE 
 

When a child needs discipline, there are many ways to discipline him. Sometimes a spanking  

may be given; sometimes certain privileges are taken away; sometimes stern words are used to  

bring correction. But when the child sees what he has done and corrects his behavior, the parents  

should show their love and forgiveness. 

It is the same with church discipline. Of course, the church member is not physically spanked!  

But the discipline needs to hurt in other ways. 

1. Again read Matthew 18:17. If the person who sins refuses to listen to the church, discipline  

should be given. Verse 17 says the church should _________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

A pagan is simply an unsaved person who does not respect God. Tax-collectors were known  

for their dishonesty, and people avoided them. 

 

This verse is saying that a person who is not willing to repent of the sin in his life should be  

put out of the church. He should not enjoy the fellowship of the church. This is a harsh  

discipline. 

2. 2 Thessalonians 3:6 refers to “every brother who is  _______________________________” 

3. There were some in this church who were “freeloaders”, and who would not work. They 

expected the church to take care of them. How did Paul command that these people should be  

treated? ____________________________________________________________________ 

4. 2 Thessalonians 3:14 is talking about every brother who does not ________________ Paul’s  

instruction. Continual disobedience to God’s Word is sin. Paul tells the church, “Do  

not _________________ with him in order that he may feel ______________________.” 
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Titus 3:10 talks about a “divisive person.” This is a person who tries to divide people into  

Groups against each other. A divisive person can be very destructive in the body of Christ, as 

they can destroy unity.  

 

5. After this person has been warned, how should the church treat him if he continues in this sin?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Romans 16:17 talks about people who cause division in the church by teaching false doctrines.  

How should the church treat these false teachers who work against godly teaching? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

7. 1 Corinthians 5:11 gives examples of the kind of sins the church should discipline: 

If a person “calls himself a brother but is            

or      , an        or a 

     , a         or a 

     .”  

 The church should not have Christian fellowship with these ones who call themselves  

“Christ followers” but will not walk in obedience to him. 

THE GOAL OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE 

It is important to remember that the church is not like a “high-tone”  

club where only perfect people are allowed. All Christians will still  

sin. It is important that each believer allows God to reveal that sin so it  

can be confessed and God’s joy will be overflowing in his life.(1 John 1:9) 

 

When a deliberate and continuous sin is ignored in the life of a believer, he can continue on in  

the church, thinking he’s okay. However, the Lord makes it very clear in his Word how  

ignoring sin in the church will hurt the church and this deliberate, continuous sin needs to be  

addressed in the church. Sin also needs to be addressed in the individual believer’s life so he  

will see what he is doing and he will recognize the deceitfulness of the enemy in his life. 

1 The goal of church discipline should be to bring about repentance so the offending person 

can be restored. 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 tells what the church’s attitude should be toward  

this believer. We should not think of him as an enemy, but we should “_______________him  

as a_____________________.” If he repents, he should be forgiven and fellowship should be  

restored again. 
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Paul helped start the church in Corinth. This church had to discipline a church member. But 

when the disciplined believer repented and came back to the fellowship of the church, the  

people would not forgive him. So Paul had to write to the church. In 2 Corinthians 2:5-8  

Paul warned them about being unforgiving. In verse 6, Paul tells of the discipline that was 

given to this person. The discipline had done its work and the person was needing to be 

forgiven by fellow believers. So Paul says in verse 7: 

 

2. “Now instead, you ought to_______________________  and ______________________ 

him, so that he will not be _______________________ by _________________________ 

_________________________________.” 

 

GOING DEEPER 

1 Corinthians 5 is a chapter of the Bible telling of a man who was living an  

immoral life, but was a member of the Corinthian church. Read the chapter  

carefully, and think about the things you have learned in this lesson.  

 

 How did Paul tell them to deal with this person? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 Do you think the method of church discipline worked, according to 2 Corinthians 2:5-11? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our sinfulness will take our joy, making us feel far from the Lord; 

But confession and repentance will provide the way to be restored. 

 

Walking  
         in  

         sin 

The goal of 

church 

discipline 

should be 

forgiveness and 

the restoration 

of the sinning 

brother. 

Repentance 
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LESSON FIFTEEN 

 

ORDINANCES  
OF THE LOCAL CHURCH 

Baptism 
 
Many churches have ceremonies to help people understand their beliefs. 

The Bible tells of two ceremonies that Christians are to do. These are 

called ordinances. One of these ordinances is baptism. 

 

 

                        Baptism in Scripture 
 

The word “baptize” comes from a Greek word (baptizo), meaning 

to dip or to place into. There are three kinds of baptism about which the  

Bible speaks. 

 

 

1)  SPIRIT BAPTISM 
 

1. This is not water baptism. Lesson Two discussed Spirit baptism. According to 1 Corinthians  

12:13, Spirit baptism is when the Holy      places every believer into  

one     , the body of Christ. This baptism is the real baptism. Christian  

baptism in water is only a “symbol” or picture of Spirit baptism. 

2)  JOHN’S BAPTISM 

1. In John 1:24-26, John says he baptized with what?  _______________________. 

John did his baptizing work in the Jordan River. He “dipped” believers into the water of the  

Jordan River. 

2. According to Acts 19:1-5, what baptism did the disciples at Ephesus receive? (verse 3) 

_________________________‘s  ____________________. 

3. What did John’s baptism mean? (Acts 19:4) _______________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

An ordinance is  

an outward act 

commanded by Christ to 

be done by the church  

as a visible sign  

of a Bible truth. 
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4. In Matthew 3:1-6, what message did John the Baptist preach? (verse 2) 

“_____________________, for the ________________________ of  heaven is near.” 

5. When people repented and confessed their sins, what did they then do? (Matthew 3:6) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

6. So what did John’s baptism with water show? (Matthew 3:11)   _________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

John’s baptism was looking forward to the coming of the Messiah, Jesus. 

So John’s baptism is not needed today. 

 

3)  CHRISTIAN BAPTISM 

1. In Acts 2:32-41, Peter’s sermon explained to the people that Jesus Christ was not dead, but  

alive. He told the people that God had sent the Holy Spirit to live in those who would turn  

from their sin and accept Jesus as their Lord and Saviour (verses 32-36). What did the people  

do after they accepted Peter’s message? (Acts 2:41) __________________________________ 

2. Peter was teaching that those who wanted the gift of the Holy Spirit needed to repent and  

believe in Jesus. They should be baptized for (or because of) the forgiveness of their  

____________.(verse 38)   

 

So when 3000 people believed the message of Peter about Jesus Christ and forgiveness of  

sins, they were baptized. 

3. In Acts 8:34-38, what did Philip tell the Ethiopian eunuch? (verse 35) ___________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________  

4. Do you think the eunuch believed in Jesus?   _______________________________________  

Why?  ______________________________________________________________________ 

The eunuch’s desire to be baptized showed he had believed in his heart when Philip told him  

“the good news about Jesus.” (verse 35) 
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The Meaning of Water Baptism 
 

Water baptism is a picture of Spirit baptism. It shows people what has happened in the heart of  

the one who has received Jesus as Saviour. It shows others that this person has repented and  

received forgiveness for his sins. His sins were “washed away” when he accepted Christ as  

Saviour and Lord. It also shows that the Holy Spirit has placed the new believer into Christ.  

1. Read Romans 6:1-4. Verse 3 says that when a believer was baptized into Christ Jesus he was 

baptized into his     . 

2. Verse 4 says that we were      with him through baptism. 

3. Verse 5 says that we will also be united with him in his       . 

 

Water baptism pictures what happened when the Holy Spirit baptized us into Christ. When we  

are baptized in water, we are placed into the water and we come up out of  the water. But when  

we were joined to Christ, we were placed into the grave in death, but have come up out of the  

grave in a new resurrection life. 

4. Now we can live a new __________________________________.  

 

So the baptism of a Christian in water is a public picture of the gospel 

of Christ. The new believer is advertising to others his commitment to 

Jesus Christ. He is showing that he will live a new life! 

 

 

 

Who Should be Baptized? 
 

Only believers in Christ should be baptized. There is no record in the Bible  

of Christian baptism for anyone but Christians. The book of Acts only tells 

of believers being baptized. The book of Acts also shows believers being  

baptized very soon after they became Christians. 

 

 

What about infants? Should babies be baptized? The Bible does not tell of any baptism of babies. 

Children, however, can be baptized when they accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour. If they can 

understand what it means to be saved, a child should also understand what it means to be 

baptized. But the Bible does not set an age when children can be baptized. 

 

 
Baptism is an outward 

sign of an inward 
change! 
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How Should Water Baptism be Done? 
 

There are many ways to baptize people in water. Sometimes Christian people get into arguments 

over the “proper” way to baptize people. This is too bad. We should not argue over this, but we 

should let the Bible be our guide to teach us. 

 

 

Some people believe water should be sprinkled on a person. Others think water should be poured 

on a person. Others teach the person should be immersed (put under the water in a pool or a 

special tank for baptisms in a church.) What does the Bible tell us about how to do water 

baptism? 

 

 

1. At the first of this lesson, the Greek word for baptism, baptizo, was discussed. For review,  

what does this Greek word mean? _____________________________________________ 

The Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words (by W.E. Vine) says this word “was 

used among the Greeks to refer to the dyeing of a garment or the drawing of water by dipping 

a vessel into another…” The Greek language uses other words for “sprinkle” or “pour”, but it 

only uses the word baptizo for “to dip” or “to place into”.  

 

 

2. In John 3:23, why did John choose Aenon, near Salim, for a place to baptize? _____________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Do you think John could have chosen another place to baptize if he used the “sprinkling” or  

“pouring” method of baptism? __________________________________________________ 

4. In Acts 8:36, the Ethiopian man saw some water and wanted to be baptized. From this verse,  

how much water did this man see? (Check one): 

 

 

     A stream or lake suitable for immersion. 

 

     From verse 36 we can’t tell how much water he saw. 

 

     A small creek or puddle – enough water for sprinkling or pouring. 
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5. Read Acts 8:38-39. Now can you answer the question of how much water the Ethiopian saw? 

 

_______  A stream or lake suitable for immersion. 

 

_______  A small creek or puddle – enough water for sprinkling or pouring. 

 

 

The Bible does not ever say people were baptized by sprinkling or pouring. In history after the 

Bible times, the common method of baptism was immersion for the first thousand years of the 

church – up until the 12
th

 century. 

 

 

6. From the facts learned in this section, what would you say 

would be the way water baptism should be done? 

______________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

 

Why Should Christians Be Baptized? 

1. Who is speaking in Matthew 28:18-20? __________________________________________ 

2. These verses are known as the great commission.  In these verses, the disciples were told to go  

and do three things: 

 

  1)  Make      

  2)        them and 

  3)       them to obey Jesus Christ. 

3. Did Jesus give instructions to his disciples to make disciples of all nations?     

4. Did Jesus give instructions to his disciples to teach these followers of Christ to obey 

everything that he commanded them?       

5. What other instruction did Jesus give his disciples in these verses?      

              



THE CHURCH                                                                    LESSON FIFTEEN 

ORDINANCES OF THE LOCAL CHURCH – BAPTISM 

88 

 

GOING DEEPER 

 

In a paragraph, tell when you were baptized. If you are a believer who has not yet been baptized, 

then write a paragraph telling what you are going to do about baptism. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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LESSON SIXTEEN 

 

ORDINANCES 
OF THE LOCAL CHURCH 

COMMUNION 

 

The second ordinance of the church was begun by Jesus Christ himself 

on the night before his crucifixion. This ordinance is called 

communion. Alone with his disciples, Jesus held this first ceremony 

and commanded that it be repeated regularly among believers. The 

first communion is recorded by the apostle Luke in Luke 22:19, 20: 

 

 

“And he took bread, gave    , and broke it, and gave it 

to them saying, 

“This is my      given for you; do this in 

remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper he took the    , saying, 

“This cup is the new       in my     , 

which is          for    .” 

 

Other names for communion are “the Lord’s Supper”, “the Lord’s Table”, and the “breaking of 

the bread.” Some people call it eucharist which means “to give thanks.”  

 

 

What is communion? Communion is a ceremony that reminds us of Christ’s death on the cross 

for our sins, and includes eating bread and drinking grape juice,. 

 

 
 

Jesus Christ Begins Communion 
 

1. When Jesus began communion, it was on an important Jewish holiday. According to Matthew  

26:18-19, what was the Jewish holiday called?         

This was a feast-day on which the Jews celebrated their freedom from slavery in Egypt in the 

days of Moses. You can read about this great event in Exodus 7-12. 

An ordinance is  

an outward act  

commanded by Christ  

to be done by the  

church  

as a visible sign  

of a Bible truth. 



THE CHURCH                                                                    LESSON SIXTEEN 

ORDINANCES OF THE LOCAL CHURCH – COMMUNION 

90 

The Israelites celebrated by remembering how God 

spared their firstborn child from death by 

commanding them to kill a lamb and to put its 

blood on the doorposts of their houses. God would 

“pass over” every house that had blood on the 

doorposts, and there would be no death in that 

house. 

 

2. How is this a picture of what Jesus Christ did for  

us?  _____________________________________  

 ________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 talks about this special Passover night when Jesus was with his  

disciples. From verse 23, write down what other happening made it an important night for  

Jesus:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

4. Who betrayed Jesus? (Matthew 26:47-56)  ________________________________________  

5. What happened the day after Jesus was betrayed?  (Matthew 27:1) ______________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Jesus knew he was going to be crucified the next day, the day after the Passover. He knew he 

was “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29) Jesus’ body would 

be bruised and cut and his blood would be shed in payment for our sins.  

 

Jesus wanted to be sure that the ones who believe in him would never forget what it cost him 

to give us life that lasts forever. 

 

6. In Luke 22:19 and 1 Corinthians 11:24-25, why did Jesus tell his disciples to  “do this?” 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn- both men and 
animals – and I will bring judgement on all the gods of Egypt.  

I am the Lord.  
The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood  

I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.” 

Exodus 12:12,13 
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The Meaning of Communion 

When Jesus had the first communion with his disciples, he explained what communion meant. 

He took two elements (parts) of the Passover meal and used these as symbols (pictures) of his 

death. 

 

1. In Matthew 26:26, what was the first element of the meal that Jesus used?     

2. After giving thanks, he     it and      

it to his disciples.  

3. Then he explained what the bread was a symbol (picture) of.  

He said, “This is my      .” 

4. From in what way was the bread like Christ’s body? 

              

Remember that Jesus “broke the bread”. This broken bread symbolizes the body of Christ that  

was broken by death. 

5. In Matthew 26:27-28, what was the second element (part) of the meal that Jesus used?  

              

6. The “cup” in the Passover meal was filled with “new wine” – grape juice. Jesus explained  

what the juice was a picture of. He said, “this is my      of the  

covenant, which is         for many for the       

of     .” 

7. From 1 Peter 1:18-19, in what way was the juice like Christ’s body? ____________________ 

              

 

Jesus shed his blood on the cross for the remission (pardon, forgiveness) of our sins. 

 

Lesson Fifteen covered the subject of baptism. Baptism is the symbol of putting a believer under 

water to show a picture of the Holy Spirit baptizing the believer, or placing him into Christ. 

Water baptism symbolizes (shows a picture of) our new life in Christ. It shows that Christ’s 

death was our death to sin, and Christ’s resurrection to life is our new life of righteousness.  
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Baptism doesn’t make a person a Christian. It is only a picture of what has already happened. 

It illustrates (shows by a picture) our salvation for others to see. 

In the same way, the communion service illustrates (shows a picture of) the basic things about 

our salvation. Taking communion (eating the bread and drinking the juice) does not make a 

person a Christian. The bread and juice are only a picture of the real thing that saved us – 

Christ’s death (his body and blood) for our sin. 

 

Jesus knew that we might soon forget this basic thing about our salvation. So he gave us this 

ordinance to do, so we would remember. Ever since that Passover night when Jesus met with 

his disciples on the night he was betrayed to be crucified for our sins, Christians everywhere 

have kept the communion service as a regular way to remember the most important thing that 

Christ did for us – his death for our sin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taking Communion 
 

In 1 Corinthians 11:23, Paul is passing on this ordinance to the church at Corinth. He was 

passing it on to all believers. 

 

When Jesus gave the communion at the Passover supper, he gave it to his disciples, who believed  

in him. Only those who have put their faith and trust in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ  

(believers) should observe the ordinance of communion. If a person is not a child of God, the  

body and blood of Christ means nothing to him. Just like the ordinance of baptism is only for  

believers, so also the ordinance of communion is only for believers. 

-  A Warning!  - 
 

1. According to 1 Corinthians 11:27-32, it is possible to sin against the Lord by the way we  

Observe communion. In verse 27, Paul said the believers taking communion would be guilty  

of  sin if they ate and drank the communion in an       _______________ 

2. So Paul tells them in verse 28 that every Christian ought to        

     so that God will not have to judge him. This means that if we confess and  

forsake our sin, God will not have to discipline us. (verses 31, 32) 

“For whenever you eat this bread  

and drink this cup,  
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” 

 

1 Corinthians 11:26 
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3. Why did Paul warn the Corinthian believers about this? In 1 Corinthians 10:21, Paul told them  

they could not observe the Lord’s table (communion) and the table of     

Some Corinthian believers were still doing things that were idolatry. Paul says in verses 19 

and 20 that idolatry is demonic. When a believer eats at the Lord’s table, those idols of his old 

life must be forsaken. Alcohol, drugs, impure sex acts, superstitions and occult practices are  

things that Satan and his angels use to control people. These things become idols to  

people. Things like this are the “table of demons.” 

4. In 1 Corinthians 11:18, Paul said there were      among the  

Corinthian believers. These believers were quarreling with one another. They weren’t 

working together, but they were pulling apart. The body of Christ is supposed to work 

together.  

5. 1 Corinthians 11:29 says that “anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the 

     of the      eats and drinks       

on himself.” 

6. According to 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 and 12:12-13, (please read these verses carefully), who is  

the body of Christ?            

7. According to 1 Corinthians 12:27, who is the body of Christ?       

 

These verses all teach that all believers are a part of the body of Christ. When there are 

divisions and quarreling in the body of Christ, the quarreling people are not “recognizing the 

body of the Lord.” Each believer should examine himself before eating and drinking at the 

Lord’s table.  

 

It is important to be sure there is no hatred, division or feelings of unforgiveness toward other 

believers. If sin is not confessed, the believer would be taking communion “in an unworthy 

manner.” (11:27) This would be a sin against the Lord. This would be like saying, “My sins are 

forgiven because of Jesus’ death for me, but I will continue to have sin in my heart anyway.”  

1 Corinthians 11 teaches believers to examine themselves, confess and forsake these sins and 

then eat the bread and drink the cup. (verse 28) 

 

One Sunday morning, Keith wasn’t very happy with his wife. He and Bonnie had 

a disagreement and nothing had been resolved before Sunday came. Keith knew it  

was his fault that neither of them had a newlywed feeling that day. Bonnie was on  

duty at the nursing home so Keith took the rest of the family to church. When the 
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communion time began Keith examined his heart to see if there was sin he 

needed to confess to the Lord. He knew he couldn’t take of the bread and juice 

when it was passed around. He realized that he needed to apologize to Bonnie 

and make things right in their marriage. Keith’s wrong attitude was both hurting 

Bonnie and harming Keith’s relationship with the Lord. So after church Keith 

stopped by the nursing home and asked his wife to forgive him. 

 

According to 1 Corinthians 11:30 some of the believers in the Corinthian 

church had taken communion “in an unworthy manner.” Because they had done 

this, many were “weak and sick” and many had “fallen asleep” in the sleep of death. This does 

not mean they lost their salvation, but it does tell us of the danger of observing the Lord’s supper 

in a careless and disrespectful manner. 

 

Communion is a solemn time of self-examination before God. It should remind us of our 

responsibility to check the attitude of our heart. It can help us to keep the slate of our heart clean. 

 

Time for Communion 
 

Some churches have communion every time they meet.  

Some only have communion once a year. What does the 

Bible say about this? 

 

1. In the early church, communion was held often. Acts 2:46 says that they 

          in their homes and   

    __________________ together with glad and sincere hearts. When they 

    ate together, they did not call it a potluck. They called it a “love feast.”  

   After their love feast, they would “break bread” meaning they would have  

                        communion. So this group of believers had communion very often. 

2. Acts 20:7 takes place about 25 years later. When did the Christians meet to break bread?  

             

So this church may have had communion every week. 

There is no clear command in the New Testament about how often the church should have  

communion. Jesus said to take communion to remember him. It is up to the church to decide  

how often this should take place. But it is important to make communion a regular practice. 

3. According to 1 Corinthians 11:26, how long should the church “proclaim the Lord’s 

death” by having communion?           

 

 

Remembering 

Christ’s death 

for us 

should cause 

us to live for 

Him. 

When Christ 

comes, we will 

no longer need 

to take 

communion to 

remember him. 

 

We will be with 

Him forever! 
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LESSON SEVENTEEN 

 

 
THE BELIEVER’S RESPONSIBILITY 

TO THE LOCAL CHURCH 
 

 

Every believer is a part of the body of Christ. Every person should do his part in the body. This 

means every believer also should be doing his part in the local church. Each local church is a 

visible expression (picture) of the body of Christ at work. A Christian cannot be involved in 

every local church. But each Christian should be involved in one local church. 

 

Many times believers look at the things they cannot do in the church. They say, “I can’t preach”  

or “I can’t sing.” But there are some special things every believer can do for his local church. 

SEVEN THINGS EVERY BELIEVER SHOULD DO FOR HIS LOCAL CHURCH 

1. PRAY FOR YOUR CHURCH 

1. In Colossians 4:2, Paul was writing to the local church in Colosse. He tells them to “devote 

      to     …..” 

2. In Acts 2:42, what was the last thing mentioned that the early church devoted  

themselves to?      . 

3. What does James 5:16 say about the prayer of a righteous man?     

            

A spiritual battle is raging around believers and around the church. Satan and his demons want to 

tear the church apart. They know the local church represents Christ on the earth.  

 

In Ephesians 6:10-18, believers are told about the spiritual armor for the Christian in the battle 

against Satan and his demons.  

 

4. In verse 17, the sword of the Spirit is the      of God. 

5. In verse 18, believers are told to “     in the Spirit on all occasions 

with all kinds of      and       .” 
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6. Verse 18 also says Christians should “be alert and always keep on      

for all the      .” 

7. What are some things about your church you should pray for? What are the five most  

important things you could pray about for your church? Write them below. 

1)                

2)                

3)                

4)                

5)                

 

2.  BECOME A MEMBER OF YOUR CHURCH 

Some believers don’t join a church because they don’t want to get involved. They want to enjoy 

the benefits of a church – the fellowship, the singing, even the teaching – but they don’t want to 

have to participate in any way. They want to take, but they do not want to give. They become 

“spiritual parasites.” In nature, a parasite is an insect or plant that lives off another without giving 

anything back to the plant.  

 

1. According to Acts 5:14, when people in the early church believed in the Lord, they were  

“      to their     .” This means these believers 

committed themselves to the church in Jerusalem. 

 

2. In Hebrews 13:17, Christians were told to “obey their leaders (elders) and  

    to their     .  They    

      over you as men who must give an  

account.” 

These verses make it clear that believers should place themselves under the 

authority of church leaders. When a Christian joins his local church, he is 

placing himself under these authorities. 

 

Church membership means commitment and involvement. We should be willing to be 

committed and involved in our local church.. This is the way, we can give to the church as well 

as take feeding and fellowship from the church. 
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3.  FINANCIALLY SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH 

 

In 2 Corinthians 8:1-4, Paul tells about the people in the churches of Macedonia. These 

churches were going through trials. Many of the people were poor because of the trials they were 

enduring.  

 

1. Yet Paul talks about their rich       . (verse 2) 

2. He says of this poor church, “..they gave as much as they       

______________ and even        their     .”  

(verse 3) 

3. In verse 4, “they urgently       with us for the      

of       in this service to the saints (other Christians).” 

Giving is a privilege. Believers are allowed to share a little of what God has given to them.  

Giving is also a responsibility. Every believer should accept the responsibility of supporting his  

local church with his money. The church has needs. God uses the giving of his children to help  

meet the needs of the church. 

The church at Philippi was one of those Macedonian churches who begged Paul for the privilege 

of sharing their money. The church at Philippi had needs too. So Paul promised that God would 

meet all their      according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 

(Philippians 4:19) 
 

The people in the church at Philippi had a spirit of giving, and God would see to it that the  

church’s needs were met. God uses the giving of Christians to meet the church’s needs. 

4.  USE YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFT TO SERVE IN THE CHURCH 

 

It has been said that even the weakest among us can participate in sports, but only the 

strongest can survive as spectators. According to a heart specialist, when you become a 

spectator rather than a participant, the wrong things go up and the wrong things come down. 

Body weight, blood pressure, heart rate, and cholesterol go up. Oxygen consumption, 

flexibility, stamina and strength go down. 
 

Being an onlooker in the church is also risky. Criticism, discouragement and boredom go up. 

Fellowship with other believers and sensitivity to the needs of others and to the unfulfilled 

needs of the church go down. Yes, there’s a certain amount of thrill and excitement in hearing 

someone’s testimony about how God has worked in the church. But it’s nothing like being part 

of that joy yourself. There’s no substitute for using your own God-given abilities in meeting the 

needs in your local church and in the lives of others. 

God calls us to get into the game, 

not to keep the score. 
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In a football game, there are many spectators but only 22 men actually work hard and play the 

game. The church is not like that. God did not intend for a few to do all the work and the rest to 

watch and enjoy themselves. The church is not a game; it is a body. All the parts of the body are 

supposed to work together.  

 

God made the church like a body and gave each part of that body (you and me) a special ability 

(a spiritual gift) to help each other in the body. Each believer should use his/her spiritual gift to 

serve others in the church. 

 

 

1. According to Ephesians 4:11-12, who were to do works of service so that the body of Christ  

would be built up?  

 

     Apostles 

     Pastors 

     Evangelists 

     God’s people 

     Teachers 

 

2. 1 Corinthians 12:7: “Now to         the manifestation of the  

Spirit (spiritual gifts) is given for the           .” 

Every believer is equipped in a special way by God’s Spirit to help others in the body. 

3. 1 Peter 4:10: “         should use whatever     

he has received to           …” 

Some gifts are speaking gifts and other gifts are serving gifts. 

Each gift should be used to build up others in the church. 

4. According to Romans 12:4-8, who does each member in the body belong to?  (verse 5) 

              

5. So believers can help one another because they all have different          . 

( verse 6) 

You may not be a superstar, 
Your talents may be few, 

But God, his choice has made 
To work his will through you! 
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6. What seven gifts are listed in Romans 12:6-8? 

 1.             

 2.             

 3.             

 4.             

 5.             

 6.             

 7.            

 

There are other spiritual gifts listed in scripture, but these are the main gifts. 

 

The church should make opportunities available for each member to use his spiritual gift to help 

build up others. The people in the church should volunteer to help out in the work in which they 

are gifted. 

 

Sometimes others may see what your spiritual gift is before you do. There is a man in a Native 

Fellowship that automatically cleans up the coffee cups after each service. In the summer time he 

makes sure all windows in the church are securely closed. If there is a potluck you will find Bill 

at the sink washing dishes.  

 

One of the leaders in the church commented one Sunday, “Bill, you must have the gift of 

serving.”  

 

Bill was surprised to hear this comment. He was only doing each Sunday what he found 

enjoyment and fulfillment in. 

 

God gives each of us in the body of Christ a specific gift(s). When we use our God-given gift in 

service to him we feel joy. 

 

For a more detailed study on Spiritual Gifts  

download or order the Native Bible Centre course  

Holy Spirit. 
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5.  KEEP A UNITY WITHIN THE CHURCH 

 

One grasshopper seems small and unimportant as it leaps across a field. But when 

this grasshopper joins forces with other grasshoppers, the resulting swarm can  

soon eat all the vegetation in its path. 

 

Grasshoppers show the power of working together for a common cause. What they cannot do 

individually, they are able to accomplish together. Proverbs 30:27 says, “The locusts 

(grasshoppers) have no king, yet they all advance in ranks.” 

 

A lesson can be learned from these little creatures. Followers of Christ can make far greater 

advances for him when they act and pray together than they could ever make alone. When 

Christians are united in serving the Lord, they can become a mighty force for God in fulfilling 

his purposes for the church. 

 

1. In Ephesians 4:1-3, believers were urged to, “Make every effort to       

The      of the       through the     

of      .”  (verse 3)  

2. Read verse 2 again, and list the things you can do to bring unity:       

              

              

3. Philippians 2:2-4 lists some more ways you can bring unity into your church:      

              

              

4. The early church was unified. Acts 2:46 says they continued to meet      

and they broke bread in their homes and ate       with glad and 

sincere hearts. 

We can accomplish more 

together  

than we can alone. 
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Doing things together promotes unity in the body of Christ. From Acts 4:24, what else did the 

believers in the early church do together?          

 

6.  MAINTAIN YOUR PERSONAL WALK WITH THE LORD. 

1. Who is responsible for your spiritual walk with the Lord? 

     The pastor 

     Me 

     The church 

 

When believers fail to keep their lives pure and clean the church suffers. When a Christian  

stops growing in his walk with the Lord, the church suffers. 

2. According to 1 Corinthians 12:26-27, who are the parts of the body of Christ? (verse 27) 

              

3. What happens when one part of the body suffers? (verse 26)       

              

In 1 Corinthians 5:6, Paul gives a picture of the way sin works in the church. He says yeast is 

like sin. Have you ever made bread or buns? Just a little bit of yeast goes all through the 

dough and makes the dough rise to the top of a big bowl so bread can be made. The batch of 

dough is the church and yeast is like sin. One “little bit” of sin can affect the entire church. 

 

 

4. Rewrite 1 Corinthians 5:6, using the words “sin” and “church” instead of the words “yeast and  

“batch of dough”: 

“Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that  __________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________?” 

When a believer allows sin to be in his life and does not take care of his own personal walk 

with the Lord, it will affect the whole church. Each believer is responsible for his own 

closeness and obedience to the Lord. That is another way to be a help to your church. 
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7. BE FAITHFUL IN ATTENDING YOUR CHURCH 

 

There are many excuses for not being faithful in church attendance. How many of these excuses 

have you heard? 

 

“The preacher talks too long….or too short…too fast….too slow….too boring…” 

“I don’t have any time for myself.” 

“I can’t sit very long.” 

“The church doesn’t meet my needs.” 

“I have too much to do.” 

 

What do you think of Tim’s excuse? 

 

 Tim: “I had to stay home from church so I could get some important work done.” 

  

 Sarah: “Yes, and I have two nice fish to prove it!” 

 

 

1. The first part of Hebrews 10:25 says, “Let us not give up         

    , as some are in the habit of doing…” 

2. People get into the habit of not meeting together. What would be a better habit to get into? 

              

3. The rest of Hebrews 10:25 says “…but let us      one  

another, and all the more as you see           

approaching.  

4. Who should we be encouraging?         

5. Suppose you are not at the church meeting. How much encouragement can you give the  

others?              

6. How much will you be built up by others?         

JESUS 

IS 

COMING 

BACK 

SOON! 
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Joe was so discouraged. He had prayed for so long for his brother, Phil, to become a Christian. 

But this past week Joe went fishing with Phil. When he heard Phil using bad language all day he 

began to wonder if God would ever answer his prayer.  

 

On Sunday Joe heard Becky share a praise item during prayer time. Becky had gotten a phone 

call from her mom. It was a call Becky thought would never come. Becky’s mom had begun to 

read the Bible Becky had given her six years before. Her mom excitedly told Becky how she was 

beginning to understand the things she was reading in scripture. 

 

Becky told the group, “Never give up praying for your relatives and friends. God is working, 

even when we can’t see it.” 

 

As Joe walked home from church he felt so uplifted. He was stronger in his faith, believing that 

God was doing a work in his brother Phil’s heart even if Joe didn’t see it right now. 

 

It’s so important for believers to meet together regularly to build up one another. 

GOING DEEPER 
 

In this lesson you learned seven ways a believer can help his local church. But it is important to 

make this personal and practical. 

 

 Personal: “There are seven ways that I can help my local church.” 

 

 Practical: “Here is how I am going to do it…” 

 

The seven ways you can help your local church are listed below in a personal way. Under each 

of the statements, write how you want to make that step practical. An example is given for the 

first statement. This is only an example of how to do them. 

 

1. I should pray for my church. 

(Example) I will make a special time to pray for my church every Sunday 

night before I go to bed.          

              

              

2. I should join my church. 
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3. I should financially support my church. 

              

              

4. I should use my spiritual gift to serve in my church. 

              

              

5. I should do my best to keep a unity within my church. 

              

              

6. I should take care of my own personal walk with the Lord. 

              

              

7. I should be faithful in attending my church. 

              

              

 

If we really believe 

Jesus is our KING, 

we will bow to Him in worship 

and give Him our honor. 
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NAME __________________________________  DATE ____________________________ 

 

THE CHURCH 

Exam #3 

(Lessons 13-17) 

 

1.  List three reasons why a believer should give: 

 

 1)  To support the ministry of _______________________________________________  

 2)  To support the ministry of _______________________________________________ 

 3)  To help ______________________________________________________________ 

2.  What does this mean: “Giving should be according to income”? 

              

              

3. What three steps should be taken before church discipline is given? 

 1)               

 2)               

 3)               

4.  How should the church treat a sinning church member who does not repent and is being  

     disciplined? 

              

              

5.  According to scripture, what is the goal of church discipline? 

              

              

6.  What are the three kinds of baptism the Bible speaks about? 

           a.        b.       

     c.       

(Circle the kind of baptism that was only for a time and is not necessary today) 
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7.  Water baptism is a picture of what?          

              

8.  How was baptism done in the New Testament? 

      Sprinkling 

      Pouring 

      Immersion 

      Christ didn’t command baptism 

9.  Communion is a picture of what?           

              

10.  What important Jewish holiday was being held when Jesus had the first communion with his  

disciples?              

11.  What is important for a believer to do before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup in  

communion?              

12.  List four of the seven responsibilities the believer has to his local church. 

  a.             

  b.             

  c.             

  d.             

13.  How has this course helped you understand better what “The Church” is and the part you  

play in it.             

 

              

              

 

 
If you are taking “The Church” for credit, mail, scan and email or fax all 3 Exams to: 

 

Native Bible Centre 

      6145 Mowatt Street  

       Warner, BC V0B 2J0 

info@nativebiblecentre.org 

Fax: 250-665-8022 

mailto:info@nativebiblecentre.org
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